
Sec. 3-9-50.4.  Signs in the Charlotte Harbor CRA. 
(a)   Applicability.     
(1)   Any sign located in the Charlotte Harbor CRA that is erected, constructed, installed 
or altered shall conform to the provisions and conditions of this section. 
(2)   These regulations are intended to complement, not supersede, all other regulations 
and requirements applicable to signs, including, but not limited to, building and electrical 
codes, adopted by the county. Where there may be any inconsistency between this section 
and any other regulation or requirement, the more restrictive provisions shall apply. 
(3)   This section shall also supersede those regulations applicable to signs set forth in 
section 3-9-95 of the Code, except where otherwise indicated. 
(4)   In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this section and the CRA 
Design Requirements enacted pursuant to section 3-9-50.6 of the Charlotte Harbor 
Community Development Code, as amended, the provisions of this section shall prevail 
to the extent of such conflict. 
(5)   The requirements of this section shall be limited to properties located within the 
Charlotte Harbor CRA. 
(6)   Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Charlotte Harbor Community 
Development Code to the contrary, any sign, display or device allowed under this 
Charlotte Harbor Community Development Code may contain, in lieu of any other copy, 
any otherwise lawful noncommercial message that does not direct attention to a business 
operated for profit, or to a commodity or service for sale, and that complies with all other 
requirements of the Code and this Charlotte Harbor Community Development Code. 
(b)   General restrictions.     
(1)   Prior to the erection, construction, installation, or alteration of any sign, a permit 
shall be applied for and obtained from the county building department, subject to the 
prior approval of the zoning official and CRAC, or its designee, all in accordance with 
section 3-9-50.3 hereof and any other applicable provisions of the Code, unless such sign 
is specifically exempt in section 3-9-50.4(d) from the requirement for a permit. Normal 
maintenance as defined by the Florida Building Code, painting or repairs to existing 
signs, which do not alter the message, size, or height of the sign, shall not be deemed 
alterations within the meaning of this section, unless the activity involves removal and 
reinstallation of a sign face. Signs must be erected, constructed, installed or altered in 
accordance with a properly issued permit within one (1) year from the issuance of the 
permit. 
(2)   No sign attached to a building shall project horizontally beyond the end of the wall 
or vertically above its roof or in the case of a parapet wall vertically above the top of the 
parapet wall. 
(3)   No sign shall be located in a required side or rear yard where the lot abuts or is 
separated only by a right-of-way from a residential use. 
(4)   No sign of any type or classification, including an exempt sign, shall be erected, 
altered or maintained in such a location or position so that an unfinished side may be 
visible from off the site containing the sign. 
(5)   No sign shall be constructed or erected in a manner that interferes with any utility, 
communications or cable infrastructures without the prior authorization of the applicable 
utility, communications, or cable company. 



(6)   No private sign, including an exempt sign, shall be erected, altered or maintained 
over or upon any public property or public right-of-way, unless otherwise permitted in 
section 3-9-50.4 (d) 4, 9, 10 and 20, or 3-9-95(i)(14) of the Code. 
(7)   No Class "B" signs shall be permitted in any zoning district in the CRA. 
(8)   One (1) primary class A sign shall be allowed for each street frontage on which the 
lot or parcel containing the primary class A sign abuts. In addition, one (1) secondary 
class A sign per occupant on the lot or parcel shall be allowed for each street frontage on 
which the lot or parcel abuts, if otherwise allowed under this section 3-9-50.4. 
(9)   National and state flags, as the term "flag" is defined in section 256.08, Florida 
Statutes, shall be displayed in accordance with Title 36, United States Code, Chapter 10, 
as amended by Public Law 344, 94th Congress, approved July 7, 1977, and chapter 256, 
Florida Statutes. 
(10)   Any primary class A sign containing a changeable message device must be a 
monument sign. 
(c)   Prohibited signs.  The following shall be prohibited:   
(1)   Any sign prohibited under chapter 479, Florida Statutes, pertaining to outdoor 
advertising. 
(2)   Any sign that constitutes a traffic hazard or a detriment to traffic safety by reason of 
its size, location, movement, coloring or method of illumination, or by obstructing the 
vision of drivers, or by obstructing or detracting from the visibility of any official traffic 
control device by diverting or tending to divert the attention of drivers of moving vehicles 
from traffic movement on streets, roads, intersections or access facilities. 
(3)   Any sign that constitutes a traffic or pedestrian hazard or a detriment to traffic or 
pedestrian safety by obstructing the vision of pedestrians. 
(4)   Any sign preventing free ingress or egress from any door, window, fire escape or 
other entrance or exit to any building, or any sign attached to a standpipe or fire escape. 
(5)   Any sign which is obscene or constitutes a public nuisance. 
(6)   Any primary class A or secondary class A sign advertising an establishment no 
longer in business or a product no longer available. Such signs must have the facing(s) 
removed or be razed completely within thirty (30) days after the establishment is no 
longer in business or the product is no longer available. 
(7)   Snipe signs. 
(8)   Portable illuminated signs, revolving or whirling signs, animated signs or wind 
signs. 
(9)   More than two (2) national or state government flags displayed per principal 
building. 
(10)   Signs erected on the right-of-way of any public or private street, road or right-of-
way, except: 
A.   Signs required by federal, state or local law to be erected by a governmental agency; 
and 
B.   As specifically allowed in sections 3-9-50.4 (d) 4, 9, 10 and 20, or 3-9-95(i)(14) of 
the Code. 
(11)   Roof signs. 
(12)   Any sign that is attached, painted on, or placed onto or inside a parked vehicle that 
is used primarily for advertising any matter other than the sale or rental of the vehicle 
itself. This is not intended to prohibit vehicle signs on a truck, bus, trailer, taxi or other 



vehicle parked on its own premises while in the course of business, provided that the 
primary use of the vehicle is not for the purpose of advertisement. Vehicles must be 
operable and licensed. 
(13)   Blank temporary signs. 
(14)   Signs that emit audible sound, odor or visible matter, such as smoke or steam. 
(15)   Class "B" signs, except as exempted under section 3-9-50.4(d)(18). 
(16)   Serial signs. 
(17)   Any model residential unit flag(s) or banners(s) on the property of a model 
residential unit, except for the first thirty (30) days after the model receives a certificate 
of occupancy. 
(18)   Neon signs. 
(19)   Flashing signs. 
(d)   Exempt signs.  The following on-site signs may be erected, constructed or installed 
without first obtaining a permit and paying any fees; provided, however, all other 
provisions of the Code are met and, provided further, that if a sign exceeds the limits 
contained in this section, an application for a sign permit and payment of the permit fee 
shall be required:   
(1)   One (1) professional nameplate for each person or entity located at a site, not 
exceeding two (2) square feet in area. 
(2)   One (1) identification sign which may also include changeable copy for educational, 
charitable, religious or other similar instructional uses not exceeding twelve (12) square 
feet each, not more than six (6) feet high in a residential zoning district. 
(3)   One (1) sign advertising daily or weekly specials, not exceeding four (4) square feet 
maximum, which sign may be handwritten. 
(4)   Street address sign meeting all requirements in the Code governing such signs. 
(5)   Dedicatory tablets or memorial plaques setting forth the name or erection date of a 
building, commemorating a person or persons and like uses. Such signs shall be cast in 
metal or engraved in stone or concrete or otherwise suitably inscribed in or on a 
monumental material and affixed to the applicable building. 
(6)   One (1) occupational sign not exceeding two (2) square feet in area listing the name, 
location and business of an occupant within a building. 
(7)   One (1) identification sign at the entrance to residences, estates, ranches and like 
uses, which does not exceed four (4) square feet in area. 
(8)   A vehicle sign located on a licensed and operable truck, bus, trailer, taxi or other 
vehicle which is being operated or parked at the location of the business, provided that 
the primary use of said vehicle is not for the purpose of the advertisement. Such vehicles 
shall only be parked in paved parking areas immediately surrounding loading/delivery 
areas or in the closest non-handicapped parking space to the primary entrance of the 
business advertised on the vehicle. In no case shall such vehicle be parked in the right-of-
way. 
(9)   Non-advertising directional signs, symbols, or devices relating to traffic, parking, 
public services, facilities or warnings on private property. Such signs include, but are not 
limited to, "entrance", "exit", "slow", "no trespassing", "restrooms", and "telephones". 
These signs shall not exceed four (4) square feet in area or contain any advertising matter 
other than a logo or business name. 



(10)   Traffic or other directional or traffic control signs or devices erected by any federal, 
state or local government or department or agency thereof. 
(11)   A maximum of two (2) entrance signs giving the name of a subdivision, provided 
that: 
(A)   No such sign exceeds twelve (12) square feet; 
(B)   Such sign shall be located only at the main entrance; and 
(C)   Such sign shall not contain any other advertising. 
(12)   One (1) sign, not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet in area, advertising a 
model residential unit located on the same parcel as the model and located a minimum of 
ten (10) feet from any adjoining property lines. The sign may not be erected until 
commencement of construction. No other sign, banner, flag or pennant shall be permitted 
in residential zoning districts after the thirty-day period for the grand opening of 
residential model units, except as permitted in section 3-9-50.4(c)(17). 
(13)   Political signs shall be regulated pursuant to section 3-9-95 of the Code and section 
106.1435, Florida Statutes. 
(14)   Any flag, other than a national or state government flag, or identification sign or 
insignia of any civic, charitable, religious or fraternal organization. No such flag, 
identification sign or insignia shall be placed above a sidewalk, walkway, alley, driveway 
or public or private roadway or right-of-way. 
(15)   Flags indicating weather conditions. 
(16)   One (1) or more direction signs for a church, school, public assembly facility or 
hospital/emergency room located on a local road, provided such sign(s) are not more than 
eight (8) square feet in area, and are not located in a right-of-way. 
(17)   Community identification signs not exceeding one hundred (100) square feet 
excluding wall(s) area for entry feature(s). 
(18)   Class "B" signs located along the inside perimeter of the athletic field fences of any 
athletic field owned or operated by the county or the Charlotte County School Board; 
provided that such advertising copy is not purposely positioned to be visible from a 
public or private roadway or right-of-way. 
(19)   One (1) or two (2) national or state government flags displayed per single 
"principal building", as such phrase single "principal building" is defined in section 3-9-2 
of the Code. No such pole shall be placed above a sidewalk, walkway, alley, driveway or 
public or private roadway or right-of-way so as to obstruct passage or to create a safety 
hazard. The requirements of title 36, United States Code, chapter 10, as amended by 
Public Law 344, 94th Congress approved July 7, 1976, and chapter 256, Florida Statutes, 
concerning United States or state flags shall apply to any flag governed by this 
subsection. 
(20)   A directional or identification monument sign structure in the right-of-way adjacent 
to U.S. Route 41 (Tamiami Trail) in the Charlotte Harbor CRA for a church or house of 
worship, or service organization, fraternal organization, or charitable organization; 
provided the individual sign for each subject shall not exceed four (4) square feet. 
(e)   Temporary signs.     
(1)   The director may issue a permit to erect a temporary sign, as follows: 
(A)   The director may require reasonable conditions as are necessary to protect the 
public health, safety and general welfare, and public and private property; and 



(B)   A permit approval shall not exceed thirty (30) days within any six-month period; 
and 
(C)   Temporary on-site signs shall be allowed to address grand openings or special 
occasions, such as civic events or promotions, car, boat or craft shows, carnivals, parking 
lot sales, annual and semiannual promotions or other similar events, provided that: 
(i)   The temporary sign may be erected not more than fourteen (14) days prior to the 
event and shall be removed not more than twenty-four (24) hours after the event closes; 
and 
(ii)   A maximum of two (2) signs shall be allowed on-site in such a manner as to not 
create any traffic or pedestrian hazard, limited to an area of twenty-four (24) square feet 
for each sign. 
(D)   A developer may erect temporary model residential unit flags or banners; provided 
that there are no more than four (4) flags or banners on the property of a model 
residential unit and that the flags remain only for the first thirty (30) days after the model 
receives a certificate of occupancy. Such flags or banners are prohibited thereafter. In 
addition, when a model residential unit abuts an arterial or collector road, such temporary 
flags or banners may be displayed only while the model is open for business. 
(E)   All otherwise permitted signs may be used as temporary signs, provided that the 
sign shall otherwise comply with all requirements for that sign, pursuant to the 
requirements listed in this section. 
(2)   The following shall not be deemed temporary signs and shall not be subject to the 
preceding requirements of this subsection: 
(A)   Holiday decorations. 
(B)   One (1) sign denoting the architect, engineer and contractor for work under 
construction on the premises where the construction occurs, not exceeding twenty-four 
(24) square feet plus individual signs of subcontractors not exceeding four (4) square feet 
each. No signs under this subsection are to be erected on a site until work authorized 
under a building permit issued for the site has commenced. All signs under this 
subsection shall be removed no later than one (1) week after a certificate of occupancy is 
issued or, for repairs, remodeling or additions, one (1) week after the final inspection. 
(C)   Signs advertising current or future construction or financing on a parcel, provided 
that: 
(i)   In any residential zoning district, one (1) sign not exceeding twenty-four (24) square 
feet shall be allowed for a period not to exceed six (6) months or until issuance of the 
certificate of occupancy, whichever occurs first, which sign shall be removed upon 
issuance of final certificate of occupancy. 
(ii)   In any nonresidential zoning district, one (1) sign shall be allowed per street 
frontage, not exceeding forty (40) square feet and not exceeding a time period of six (6) 
months or until issuance of final certificate of occupancy, whichever occurs first, which 
sign shall be removed upon issuance of final certificate of occupancy. 
(D)   Signs advertising property for sale or rent, provided that: 
(i)   One (1) sign not exceeding four (4) square feet in area, excluding the rider, shall be 
allowed per single-family residential lot or residence, except lots or residences which are 
located on navigable bodies of water shall be allowed one (1) additional sign of four (4) 
square feet facing the body of water on which the property abuts. 



(ii)   One (1) sign not exceeding twenty (20) square feet in area shall be allowed per 
parcel or lot of property zoned or used as a nonresidential use of five (5) acres or larger in 
area. The foregoing shall not apply to individual, nonresidential units. 
(iii)   One (1) sign not exceeding ten (10) square feet in area shall be allowed per parcel, 
lot or individual nonresidential unit for property zoned for or used as a nonresidential use 
of less than five (5) acres in area. 
(iv)   All signs shall be removed no later than one (1) week after the sale or lease of the 
property. 
(3)   Signage in connection with tent sales, pursuant to section 3-9-95.1 of the Code, shall 
only be displayed during the duration of the tent sale. 
(4)   Flags, other than national or state government flags, that meet the restrictions 
contained in this subsection. Such flags shall only be allowed at a ratio of two (2) per 
fifty-foot of road frontage, and the number of flags shall not exceed eight (8) at any 
location. No flag shall be placed above a sidewalk, walkway, alley, driveway or public or 
private roadway or right-of-way. A site may not erect flags more than twice in a calendar 
year. No such flag may remain on-site for more than fourteen (14) days. In the event flags 
are erected on a site for less than fourteen (14) days, the remaining days shall be forfeited 
and cannot be applied to a second event. The fourteen-day and twice-per-calendar-year 
maximum time limit restrictions imposed in this subsection shall not apply to flags 
erected on any property owned and operated or leased by any federal, state, or local 
government or agency thereof. 
(5)   Banners or pennants erected in a nonresidential zoning district that meet the 
restrictions contained in this subsection. No banner or pennant shall be placed above a 
sidewalk, walkway, alley, driveway, or public or private roadway or right-of-way. No 
banner or pennant may remain on-site for more than fourteen (14) consecutive days. A 
site may not erect banners or pennants more than twice in a calendar year. The fouteen-
day time limit restrictions and twice-per-calendar-year maximum time limit restrictions 
imposed in this subsection shall not apply to banners or pennants erected on any property 
owned and operated or leased by any federal, state or local government or agency thereof. 
In accordance with title 36, United States Code, chapter 10, as amended by Public Law 
344, 94th Congress approved July 7, 1976, and chapter 256, Florida Statutes, the United 
States or state flags may not be used as a banner or a pennant. 
(6)   A temporary sign advertising activities of educational, religious, civic, fraternal, 
service, charitable or other nonprofit organizations or institutions may be permitted, if not 
in violation of other provisions of this Charlotte Harbor Community Development Code. 
(7)   Signs advertising open houses, provided that: 
(A)   No more than three (3) signs, not exceeding four (4) square feet each, may be 
erected, constructed or installed on the property where the open house is being 
conducted; and 
(B)   No more than six (6) off-site directional signs, not exceeding two (2) square feet 
each, shall be allowed; and 
(C)   All signs shall contain the name of the real estate broker or firm conducting the open 
house; and 
(D)   All signs relating to an open house shall be removed each day at the close of the 
open house or by dusk, whichever occurs first; and 



(E)   No sign shall be nailed, fastened or affixed to any tree, utility pole, street sign or any 
traffic control device. 
(f)   Permitted permanent signs.  The following permanent signs are permitted if not 
otherwise prohibited or defined as a temporary or an exempt sign under this section, 
subject to the performance standards and requirements provided in the applicable 
subsection permitting such sign and any applicable requirements of this Charlotte Harbor 
Community Development Code:   
(1)   Class A primary signs and class A secondary signs are permitted. 
(2)   Awnings are permitted as follows: 
(A)   Permanently fixed or retractable awnings over private property are permitted; and 
(B)   Permanently fixed or retractable awnings shall have a minimum clearance of eight 
(8) feet above a sidewalk or walkway and eighteen (18) feet above any alley or driveway; 
and 
(C)   Any lettering larger than three (3) inches in height or symbols exceeding four (4) 
square feet in area shall be included in the total area of signage allowed on the face of the 
building. 
(3)   Changeable copy signs (or reader boards) are permitted only as follows: 
(A)   Changeable copy sign for a theater or cinema incorporated in a secondary class A 
sign or in a separate facade-mounted changeable copy sign as follows: 
(i)   Changeable copy signage limited to a maximum of eight (8) square feet per sign 
face; and 
(ii)   The type of lettering shall be limited to plastic channel lettering, plastic card type 
lettering or raised wood lettering of typeset machine printed quality; and 
(iii)   The maximum height of the lettering shall be ten (10) inches; and 
(iv)   All types of freehand lettering and chalk on chalkboard surfaces are prohibited; and 
(v)   The sign face may be illuminated or nonilluminated; and 
(vi)   The signage shall otherwise comply with the applicable total sign area regulations; 
and 
(vii)   This facade-mounted changeable copy sign may be part of a marquee. 
(B)   Changeable copy sign incorporated in the primary class A sign for a theater or 
cinema as follows: 
(i)   Changeable copy signage limited to a maximum eight (8) square feet per auditorium 
or screen with multiple auditoriums or screens to a building maximum of seventy-five 
(75) square feet per building; 
(ii)   The sign box or sign face shall be set back a minimum of fifty (50) feet from the 
road right-of-way if parking for the building is allowed in the front, or set back a 
minimum twenty-five (25) feet if no parking is allowed in the front of the building; and 
(iii)   The type of lettering shall be limited to plastic channel lettering, plastic card type 
lettering or raised wood lettering of typeset machine printed quality; and 
(iv)   The maximum height of the lettering shall be six (6) inches; and 
(v)   All types of freehand lettering and chalk on chalkboard surfaces are prohibited; and 
(vi)   The sign face may be illuminated or nonilluminated; and 
(vii)   The signage shall otherwise comply with the applicable total sign area regulations; 
and 
(C)   A freestanding changeable copy sign is permitted only if incorporated in an 
otherwise permitted primary class A monument sign, except as provided below: 



(i)   The type of lettering shall be limited to plastic channel lettering, plastic card type 
lettering or raised wood lettering of typeset machine printed quality; and 
(ii)   The maximum height of the lettering shall be six (6) inches; and 
(iii)   All types of freehand lettering and chalk on chalkboard surfaces are prohibited; and 
(iv)   The sign face may be illuminated or nonilluminated; and 
(v)   The signage shall otherwise comply with the applicable total sign area regulations. 
The changeable copy portion of the primary class A sign shall be included in the total 
area of which it is a part. 
(4)   Projecting signs are permitted as follows: 
(A)   A projecting sign shall not project more than three (3) feet from the face of the 
building or structure; and 
(B)   A projecting sign shall not project over a public or private road right-of-way 
(excluding sidewalks); and 
(C)   A projecting sign shall have the minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above a 
sidewalk or walkway and eighteen (18) feet above an alley or driveway; and 
(D)   A projecting sign shall project from the wall and be at a ninety-degree angle; and 
(E)   A projecting sign shall not extend vertically above the window sill of the second 
story of a building and shall not block the visibility of any other sign. 
(F)   The square footage of a projecting sign shall be included as part of the square 
footage allowed for secondary class A signs. 
(5)   Marquee signs are permitted as follows: 
(A)   A marquee sign shall be included in the calculation of the total area of signage 
allowed on the face of a building; and 
(B)   A marquee sign shall have the minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above a sidewalk 
or walkway and eighteen (18) feet above an alley or driveway. 
(6)   Canopy roof signs are permitted; provided, however, any area of the canopy roof 
which contains lettering, registered trademarks or service marks or copyrights, symbols, 
internal illumination, or decorative lights shall be considered a sign and shall comply 
with all the requirements of this Charlotte Harbor Community Development Code and 
shall be included in the total signage of primary class A signs. 
(7)   Window signs. Window signs shall cover no more than twenty (20) percent of the 
glass area of a window. All signage shall be included as part of the square footage of 
secondary sign. 
(g)   Area/number of signs.     
(1)   The area of a sign (also referred to as surface area) shall be computed as including 
the entire area within the periphery of a single simple geometric form comprising all of 
the display area of the sign. The geometric form shall include all of the elements of the 
matter displayed, any address information, and blank masking, but not including frames 
or structural elements of the sign bearing no advertising matter. 
(2)   In the case of two-sided signs where all faces advertise a single facility, product or 
service, only one (1) face shall count toward the total aggregate area so long as: 
(A)   With respect to a V-type sign, up to ninety-degree angle, the two (2) sides are to be 
separated by a distance no less than one (1) foot and with the sign being totally 
intersected at one (1) point; and 



(B)   With respect to a double-faced (back-to-back) sign, there can be no separation 
between the backs of each face of the sign other than the structural supports to which 
each sign face is attached. 
The maximum square footage of signs allowed in each zoning district within the 
Charlotte Harbor CRA is depicted in Table 1, below: 

Table 1 
TABLE INSET: 
 

    Zoning District    Maximum square footage for 
a primary class "A" sign*    

Maximum square footage per 
secondary class "A" sign**      

Environmentally 
sensitive    25    8    

Coastal residential    25    8    

Residential multifamily  
  25    8    

Neighborhood business 
residential    50    15    

Commercial general    75    50    

Commercial intensive    75    50    

Commercial tourist    75    50    

Mixed use    75    50    

Planned development    75    50    

Industrial light    75    50    
* If a primary class A sign for a parcel or lot is a monument sign, the number of square 
feet or area allowed for the primary class A sign shall be limited to the number of linear 
feet or building frontage for all buildings located on the parcel or lot for which the 
primary class A sign is the principal advertising, plus thirty (30) percent of the total 
number of such linear feet of building frontage. In no event shall the area of a primary 
class A sign which is a monument sign exceed ninety-eight (98) square feet. 
** Secondary class A (on-premises) signs shall be allowed one (1) square foot of surface 
area of signage for each linear floor of building frontage of the business up to a maximum 
of fifty (50) square feet. 
(C)   Primary and secondary class A signs are prohibited for single-family and duplexes, 
except in conjunction with a special exception or otherwise allowed in code. 
(3)   In addition to the limitations of Table 1, above, the following restrictions shall also 
apply: 
(A)   Primary class A signs.     
(i)   If a primary class A sign for a parcel or lot is not a monument sign, the number of 
square feet of area allowed for the primary class A sign shall be limited to (1) square foot 
per linear foot of total building frontage of the lot or parcel. In no event shall the area of 



the primary class A sign which is not a monument sign exceed seventy-five (75) square 
feet. 
(ii)   There shall be no more than one (1) primary class A sign for any parcel or lot, 
regardless of how many buildings or businesses are located on such parcel or lot. In 
addition, there shall be no more than one (1) primary class A sign for any one (1) 
building, regardless of the number of parcels or lots on which the building is located, 
except as provided in subsection 3-9-50.4(b)(8). 
(B)   Secondary class A signs.     
(i)   An individual nonresidential occupant located within a multiple-occupancy structure 
of two (2) or more establishments shall not be permitted an individual primary class A 
sign, but may display an individual secondary class A sign on the building in which the 
occupant is located. 
(4)   Address numbers. Each commercial business shall install address numbers on a 
primary class A sign with lettering of six (6) inches or more in height. Address numbers, 
or other address information for a commercial building, displayed on the primary display 
area of a sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet in area comprised of the following 
dimensions: a maximum of one (1) foot high by a maximum of three (3) feet wide, or a 
maximum of three (3) feet high by a maximum of one (1) foot wide. Address numbers, or 
other address information for a building, and the accompanying background of sign face 
shall be included in the calculation of area of any sign in which they are contained or 
from which they are projected. Address numbers projected from the top of the primary 
display area of a sign shall not be used in calculating the height of that sign. 
(h)   Location, height and setbacks.     
(1)   A sign shall have a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above a sidewalk or other 
walkway and eighteen (18) feet clearance above an alley, driveway, or public or private 
roadway. 
(2)   Unless otherwise specified in this section, any primary class A sign that is a pole or 
pylon sign shall be fifteen (15) feet in height, except in environmentally sensitive and 
residential zoning districts, in which case the sign shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height. 
This shall not be a maximum height, but a uniform height for all primary class A signs 
that are pole or pylon signs in the Charlotte Harbor CRA. No address numbers projecting 
from the top of the display area of a primary class A sign shall be used in the calculation 
of the height of such sign, provided such address numbers meet all other applicable 
height and area requirements of the code. 
(3)   Monument signs shall not exceed ten (10) feet in height. Monument signs are 
excluded from the uniform height requirement. 
(i)   Illumination.     
(1)   A sign may be lighted internally or externally, but illumination shall be shielded or 
indirect to prevent glare, reflection or shining onto any road, street, or adjacent property, 
unless otherwise regulated elsewhere in the code. 
(2)   A sign in any residential district may not be illuminated, except for a sign identifying 
a place open to the public, a sign giving the name of a subdivision or community 
identification sign, such as ACLF or nursing home or other similar institution, a sign 
erected in conjunction with an approved special exception, principally permitted land 
uses or signs used in connection with essential services. Any sign permitted to be lighted 



may be lighted only indirectly in a manner that will prevent glare, reflection or shining 
onto any street or adjacent property. 
(j)   Maintenance.     
(1)   An owner shall maintain a sign in substantially similar condition as when the sign 
was originally permitted and erected. Such maintenance shall include periodic painting 
and replacement, including both the sign area and structure, or supporting structure, when 
necessary to achieve the substantially similar appearance as the originally permitted 
signs. The owner shall promptly repair, replace or remove any broken, worn or illegible 
elements of a sign, or sign awing or canopy. Any and all damaged plastic faces of an 
existing legally nonconforming sign may be replaced without the entire sign having to 
come into compliance with the existing regulations. If the entire sign has sustained 
damage greater than fifty (50) percent of replacement value said sign must comply with 
existing regulations. If the owner of the sign and the owner of the premises on which the 
sign is located are not the same, each shall be jointly or severally responsible for sign 
maintenance. 
(2)   The director may give an owner of the sign and the owner of the premises on which 
the sign is located written notice of the failure of the owner of the sign to fulfill the 
maintenance obligation and order the owner of the sign to forthwith repair, replace or 
remove the sign. In the event that the owner of the sign fails, refuses or neglects to repair, 
replace or remove the sign as ordered within thirty (30) days of the date of the notice, the 
director may, on behalf of the county, cause the sign to be removed. 
(3)   Any sign that poses an immediate hazard or danger to either person or property, the 
director may, in the director's sole discretion, remove the sign without notice. The owner 
of the sign and the owner of the premises on which the sign is located and removed as 
allowed above shall be jointly and severally liable to the county for the actual cost of the 
removal of the sign. 
(4)   Any remedy for failure to maintain a sign or to abate a hazardous or dangerous sign 
contained in this subsection 3-9-50.4(j) shall not constitute the county's sole or exclusive 
remedy, and the county may avail itself of any available remedies at law or in equity. 
(k)   Permits required; permit fees.     
(1)   All signs, except those exempt in section 3-9-50.4(d), shall require a sign permit and 
the payment of a fee. 
(2)   Any person desiring to erect or alter a sign, except those exempt in section 3-9-
50.4(d) of the code, shall file an application for a sign permit and pay the application fee 
to the director. Normal maintenance to existing signs shall not be deemed alterations 
within the meaning of this section and shall not require a permit or fee. 
(l)   Applications for permits.     
(1)   Applications for sign permits shall be in a form approved by the director. The 
application shall include a complete description of the proposed sign and any existing 
signs and a site plan indicating the proposed and existing signs' size and type and location 
on the property, elevations of all sign faces detailing height, width, length, square footage 
per sign face, size of lettering, colors, lighting utilized, including total lumens (wattage) 
as shown on the drawings and specifications for construction of the sign, sealed by a 
licensed engineer, the proximity of existing utility infrastructures with regard to the 
location of a sign, and the written consent of the owner of the property on which the sign 



is to be erected. The application for a temporary sign shall also include the date the sign 
is placed and the date it is to be removed. 
(2)   The board shall determine the application fee for any sign permit. 
(3)   On receipt of an application, the director shall forward the application to CRAC, or 
its designee, pursuant to the provisions of section 3-9-50.3 of the Code. The director shall 
also forward the application to the appropriate county staff who shall review the 
application and may make an inspection of the site to determine compliance of the 
proposed sign with the existing laws and regulations, and to determine the location and 
size of any existing signs on the premises. 
(m)   Nonconforming signs.     
(1)   A person may continue to maintain a nonconforming sign; provided, however, that 
nonconforming signs are disfavored and that on occurrence of the first of any of the 
following events, the person shall make the sign conform to this section: 
(A)   The sign is enlarged, repainted, reworded or the message of the sign changed 
(except only an exempt sign, or any changeable sign or a time and temperature sign), 
redesigned or altered pursuant to subsection d below. 
(B)   The sign is abandoned, removed, dismantled or relocated. 
(C)   The sign is determined by the director to be a hazard to life, safety, property or 
welfare of the public; 
(D)   The sign has deteriorated or is damaged and the cost of repair or restoration, 
including actual market cost of labor and materials, of the sign equals or exceeds fifty 
(50) percent of the current value of the sign as determined by the Charlotte County 
Property Appraiser's Office or as determined by a qualified appraiser. 
(E)   The sign is a primary or secondary class A sign which advertises or calls attention to 
an occupant, a business, service, product or performance or event no longer in existence 
or available on the premises. 
(F)   When there is a change in ownership of the sign or the property on which the sign is 
located. 
(G)   Subject to the foregoing, any sign which existed and was maintained on the 
effective date of Ordinance No. 2002-040 may be continued although such sign does not 
conform to all of the provisions of this section; provided that all such nonconforming 
signs, supporting members and electric components shall be completely removed from 
the premises or brought into conformance with these requirements not later than January 
1, 2012; provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed as permitting the 
continuance of any illegal or prohibited sign. 
(Ord. No. 96-011, § 1, 2-20-96; Ord. No. 2002-040, § 5, 9-10-02; Ord. No. 2006-076, §§ 
1--4, 8-15-06) 
 
 


