
THE HEALTHY PLACE
AUGUST  20,  2012

J IM  FENDRICK ,  CHARLOTTE  COUNTY,  FLOR IDA
SUSAN  SWANSON,  PRES IDENT,  TEAM  PORT  CHARLOTTE

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES
PARKSIDE REDEVELOPMENT AREA

Parkside Redevelopment Area – The Healthy Place



INTRODUCTION



LIVABLE COMMUNITIES
OUR GOAL TODAY
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1. PROMOTE HEALTHY COMMUNITY DESIGN

2. INSPIRE YOUR IMAGINATION

3. INSPIRE COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

4. UNDERSTAND CRITICAL ROLE 
PARTNERSHIP PLAYS



YOUR GOALS
IN ATTENDING?
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PARKSIDE – FIELD OF DREAMS

1,100 Acres 
= 2 sq. mi.
~ 5% Residents

300+ Businesses
• Cultural 

Facilities
• Parks (2)
• Churches (3)
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2007 – PARKSIDE  REVITALIZATION  CONCEIVED
2008  – COUNTY  GROWTH  PLAN  UPDATE  BEGINS
2010  – CRA  WORK  BEGINS  AND  BOARD  

UNANIMOUSLY  APPROVES  CRA  
– TEAM  PORT  CHARLOTTE  FORMED  TO  BE  
A  VOICE  FOR  THE  COMMUNITY

2011,  SEPT.  – BOARD  APPROVES  $35  MILLION  
CITIZENS’  MASTER  PLAN

2012,  FEB.    – $9  MILLION  ADVANCED
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PATIENCE AND PERSISTENCE
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PARTNERSHIPS
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PARTNERSHIPS
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PARTNERSHIPS
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KEY CHALLENGES – TOP 5
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1. DETERIORATING  HOMES/DEPARTING  
HOME  AND  BUSINESSES  OWNERS

2. DRUGS/CRIME/VAGRANCY
3. FEW  ATTRACTIVE  FEATURES
4. PROBLEMS  WITH  PARKS

YEARS BUILT – 1960’S/1970’S
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KEY CHALLENGE: 
5. SHOULD WE BUILD COMMUNITIES 
FOR CARS OR PEOPLE?



Follow the “Parkside 
CRA/Medical District” link 
under “Hot Topics” at:

www.charlottecountyfl.com



PARKSIDE CRA
COMMUNITY VISION

• SAFE AND ATTRACTIVE
• KNOWN FOR GREAT PUBLIC SPACES
• LIVABLE AND WALKABLE
• THOUGHT OF POSITIVELY
• URBAN IN FORM
• FOSTERING COMMUNITY
• SUPPORTING SUSTAINED ECONOMIC GROWTH
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CITIZENS’ MASTER PLAN AND OUTCOMES
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Three‐Pronged Strategy
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MCGUIRE PARK – Today



MCGUIRE PARK – Emphasis – Up to 12 Years Old
• LARGE SPLASH AREA
• PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT
• DOG‐FRIENDLY AREA
• PAVILION
• SMALL TENNIS COURT
• FISHING FROM BRIDGE
• MULTI‐GEN ATHLETIC 
EQUIPMENT

• RESTROOMS



LAKE BETTY PARK – Today



LAKE BETTY PARK – Emphasis –13 to 18 Years
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• SKATEBOARD AREA
• CLIMBING WALL
• COVERED FISHING PIER
• PAVILION
• BASKETBALL/BALL AREA
• MINI BMX TRACK
• MULTI‐GEN EQUIPMENT
• RESTROOMS



EVENTS SQUARE – Emphasis – Community
• COVERED STAGE
• GAZEBO
• BOARDWALK
• CONCESSIONS
• RESTROOMS



POCKET/LINEAR PARK
POCKET/ LINEAR PARKS (9)
• BOCCE BALL
• PING PONG TABLE
• CHESS/BOARD GAME
• PUBLIC  ART



Charlotte County – Charrette I: Our Shared Vision
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PARK AND TRAIL PLAN



CONCEPT ‐ TYPICAL BRIDGE
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HARBOR/OLEAN BLVD (100’)

* 80’ right-of-way will change the above configuration to either 4-lane cross- section 
with no parking or 2-lane cross-section with parking in the final design.
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TEAM PORT CHARLOTTE
ICING ON THE CAKE

• COMMUNITIES FOR A LIFETIME
• HOUSING COMMITTEE
• BUSINESS ASSOCIATION
• CANOPY TREE COMMITTEE
• LAKES AND WATERWAYS COMMITTEE
• COMMUNITY GARDENS
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2007  – IDEA  CONCEIVED  PLANNING  FOR  2050
2008  – 2050  COMPREHENSIVE  PLAN  BEGINS
2010  – 2050  PLAN  CONCLUDES  WITH  AREA  

STUDY
2010  – BOARD  UNANIMOUSLY  APPROVES  CRA
2011,  SEPT.  – BOARD  ADOPTS  MASTER  PLAN
2012,  FEB.    – $9  MILLION  ADVANCED

TIMING IS EVERYTHING!
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QUESTIONS?
JIM FENDRICK, CHARLOTTE COUNTY, FLORIDA

SUSAN SWANSON, PRESIDENT, TEAM PORT CHARLOTTE


