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I. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL/DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

Chair Blago called the March 13, 2008, Marine Advisory Committee to order at 9:34a.m., noting 
there was a quorum present. 
 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chair Blago led the members and audience in reciting The Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Mel Staudmyer to accept the February 14, 2008, Marine Advisory Committee 
minutes as written.   Following a second, the vote approved unanimously. 

  
IV. REGULAR BUSINESS  

Tara Musselman provided updates regarding the following projects:  Ackerman Waterway, Alligator 
Creek, Buena Vista Area Waterways, Edgewater North, Gulf Cove Waterways, Harbour Heights, 
Hayward Canals, Manchester Lock Removal, Northwest Port Charlotte, Peace River Shores, Pirate 
Harbor, Southbridge Waterway, South Gulf Cove, and Suncoast Waterway. 
 

V. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS  
Commissioner D’Aprile announced a Letter of Approval was signed for the Manchester Lock removal 
and provided information on the Stump Pass GEO Tubes and the El Jobean Fishing Pier.  A discussion 
ensued.  Tommy Brock, 1850 Gulf Blvd., disagreed with the assessment of Stump Pass. He feels the 
tubes are working properly and provided examples.  Commissioner D’Aprile said he felt it would be 
advisable for the Beaches and Shores Advisory Committee and Marine Advisory Committee to write a 
letter indicating their recommendations.      

MEMBERS PRESENT  
Ron Blago, Chair 
Len Harris, Vice Chair 
Gerald Meckenberg, Secretary 
Mel Staudmyer 
William Bergman 
Richard Anderson 
Maurice Sabourin 
Robert Leonard 
Raymond Rose 
Richard Johnson 
Anthony Tonz 
Jay Buckley 
David Rubin 
Bob DiMuzio 
Paul Marcuzzo 
 
MEMBERS EXCUSED 
Skip Mansfield 
William Kumm 
Tom Hamilton 
Tim Lynch 

GUESTS 
David Hilston, City of Punta Gorda 

John Sleichert, USCG 
Randy Broderson, City of Punta Gorda 

Fred Mesler, Charlotte Harbor Yacht Club 
Ray Cowen, Candidate for Commission 

Tommy Brock 
Al Cheatham, CHEC 

 
 

STAFF 
Commissioner Tom D’Aprile 

Derek Rooney, Asst. County Attorney 
Bob Hebert, Administration 

Grace Amodeo, Manchester Adv. Committee 
Tara Musselman, Public Works 

Elizabeth Staugler, Sea Grant Agent 
Mike Koenig, Parks and Recreation 

Jane Starr, Recording Secretary 
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ACTION:  A motion was presented by Bob Leonard, seconded by David Rubin, that the Committee 
address a letter to the Board of County Commissioners strongly recommending that all efforts be 
taken to maintain the GEO Tubes and that this letter be signed by the Chairman and every member.   
Following a vote, the motion carried unanimously.    

 
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

Budget Discussion: 
Bob Hebert presented information on the FY2008-2009 Budget and confirmed one change. He 
cautioned members that the exact amount to be allocated cannot be confirmed until certification in July 
and adjustments may need to be made at that time. The following items were reviewed for approval: 
 
#1, City of Punta Gorda - $50,000.00 (Howard Kunik) 
   
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer, seconded by Jay Buckley, to approve the City 
of Punta Gorda’s application in the amount of $50,000.00, for Phase 1 Engineering for the East 
Mooring Field; Phase 2 Construction, 9 months – 2 years.  Randy Broderson provided additional 
information. Following a discussion, the motion carried unanimously.    

 
#2, Charlotte County Public Works - $200,000.00 (Tara Musselman) 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer, seconded by Richard Anderson, that the 
request for $200,000.00, from Charlotte County Public Works for the engineering and design of the 
dredging of the Hayward Canal Access Channel be denied. Tara Musselman provided additional 
information and a discussion ensued. The motion was withdrawn and Mel Staudmyer presented a 
new motion to accept this request.  Bill Bergman seconded and a discussion continued regarding the 
revised motion.  Following a vote, the motion passed 13-2.    

 
#3, Charlotte County Public Works - $20,000.00 (Tara Musselman) 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Paul Marcuzzo, seconded by Bill Bergman, to approve the City 
of Punta Gorda’s application in the amount of $20,000.00, for Marine Marker Maintenance within 
Charlotte County (additional).  Tara Musselman explained the reason behind this request. Following 
a discussion, the motion carried unanimously.    

 
#4, Charlotte County Public Works and NW Port Charlotte Waterway MSBU - $50,000.00 (Tara 
Musselman) 
 

 ACTION:  A motion was presented by David Rubin, seconded by Bill Bergman, to approve the 
Charlotte County Public Works and NW Port Charlotte Waterway MSBU application in the amount 
of $50,000.00, for the installation of Channel Markers.  Tara Musselman presented information and 
a discussion ensued.  Following a vote, the motion passed 14-1.  
 
#5, Civil Air Patrol - $10,500.00 (M. Kaletta) 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Bill Bergman, seconded by Anthony Tonz, to approve the Civil 
Air Patrol’s application in the amount of $10,500.00, for sundown patrols.  Following a discussion, 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer to except Items #6, #7, #8, #9, and #10.  A 
discussion ensued and the motion was withdrawn. 
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#6, Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center - $17,000.00 (Alton Cheatham) 
 
ACTION: A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer, seconded by David Rubin, to approve the 
request from the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center in the amount of $17,000.00, for 
maintenance and operation of two pontoon boats used to provide boating safety and educational 
programs.  Alton Cheatham presented and a discussion ensued.  The vote passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer, seconded by Paul Marcuzzo, to accept the next 
four items requested by the Florida Sea Grant Program.  A discussion ensued.  The motion and 
second were rescinded.   

 
 #7 – Charlotte County Extension – Florida Sea Grant - $56,140.00 (Betty Staugler) 
 
 A Motion was made by Maurice Sabourin, seconded by Richard Anderson, to accept the request from 

Charlotte County Extension, Florida Sea Grant, in the amount of $56,140.00, for the location and 
identification of debris using side scan technology.  Following a discussion and information offered 
by Betty Staugler, the vote failed 9-6.  Further discussion continued and it was decided a motion 
could be made at a later time to re-evaluate this item.      

 
 #8 – Charlotte County Extension - Florida Sea Grant- $30,000.00 (Betty Staugler) 
 
 ACTION:  A motion was presented by Mel Staudmyer, seconded by Richard Anderson, to approve the 

Charlotte County Extension – Sea Grant’s application in the amount of $30,000.00, for artificial reef 
construction. Information was presented by Betty Staugler and a discussion ensued.  The motion 
carried unanimously.   

 
 #9 – Charlotte County Extension – Florida Sea Grant - $4,000 (Betty Staugler) 
 

ACTION:  A motion was presented by Bill Bergman, seconded by Jay Buckley, to approve the 
Charlotte County Extension – Sea Grant’s application in the amount of $4,000.00, for Reprint of the 
2005 edition of the Boating and Angling Guide to Charlotte Harbor.  Following comments by Betty 
Staugler, a discussion ensued.  The motion carried unanimously.   
 
#10 – Charlotte County Extension – Florida Sea Grant - $10,000 (Betty Staugler) 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented Paul Marcuzzo, seconded by Jay Buckley, to approve the 
Charlotte County Extension – Sea Grant’s application in the amount of $10,000.00, for 
miscellaneous expenditures/supplies for a Sea Grant boat and 2002 Ford 1 ton truck.  A vote was 
taken and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
#11 – US Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 89 Rotunda West - $5,880.00 (John Sleichert) 
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by David Rubin, seconded by Bill Bergman, to approve the US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 89 Rotonda West in the amount of $5,880.00, for safety equipment for 
patrol boats in Charlotte Harbor and part of the Intercoastal Waterway. Bob Hebert noted the 
amount originally shown on the spreadsheet was incorrect and has been amended.  Information was 
presented by John Sleichert and a discussion ensued.  Maurice Sabourin abstained from the vote as 
he is a member of Flotilla 89. (a Conflict of Interest form is attached to original minutes) The vote 
was taken and the motion carried unanimously.  
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#12 – Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources- $45,000.00 (Mike Koenig)  
 
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Paul Marcuzzo, seconded by Richard Anderson, to deny the 
request from Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources, in the amount of $45,000.00 for the repair 
of the Wisteria Boat Ramp.  Mike Koenig presented information and a discussion ensued.  The 
motion carried unanimously and the request was denied.    
 
Mike Koenig provided an update on the appropriations that were approved last year.   A question and 
answer period followed.  Bob Leonard requested clarification on funds that carry over year-to-year.  
Bob Hebert responded and confirmed the total amount still available FY2008-2009 is $225,620.00.    
Details were provided regarding same. 
  
ACTION:  A motion was presented by Richard Anderson to bring Item #7, Charlotte County 
Extension – Florida Sea Grant, in the amount of $56,140.00 back to the table for discussion.  There 
being no second, the motion failed.   
 
Bob Hebert confirmed Item #7 could be reviewed at a later time but cautioned that no new applications 
will be accepted. A final copy of the Budget will be prepared and provided to members when ready.  
Discussion continued regarding budget requests and previous allocations. 

   
VII. OLD BUSINESS   

Mooring Ordinance 
Attorney Rooney presented his initial findings and provided information regarding Mooring 
Ordinances in other areas.  A discussion ensued.  At present there are state regulations which allow the 
Sheriff’s Office to remove vessels if they are a threat to navigations and enforcement by county 
personnel would fall under the same statutory guidelines.  A Mooring Ordinance would address live-
aboard vessels but other circumstances do not fall under the County’s ability to regulate.   
 

VIII. OTHER BUSINESS  
Mel Staudmyer advised he will be meeting with the Waterfront Development Advisory Committee and 
asked members to offer suggestions for him to present regarding waterfront development.  A discussion 
ensued.  
 
Chair Blago made known an invitation inviting members to sit on the newly formed Blueway Study 
Group.  He stated this is a focus group rather than an advisory committee and asked anyone interested in 
participating to contact him for more information.   
 
Jay Buckley asked about guest speaker Lucy Blair, and was told she has committed to present on Pole 
and Troll Zones next month.  In addition, Mr. Buckley inquired about MAC’s interest in viewing a 
PowerPoint presentation regarding the cut-through from Punta Gorda Isles into Alligator Creek.  It was 
suggested he bring this up at a future Pre-Agenda meeting.  Chair Blago added that everyone is invited 
to attend these meetings and requested that no last minute items be added to the Agenda without 
approval.   

 
IX. LIASON REPORTS - NONE 

 
X. GOOD OF THE ORDER 

Betty Staugler advised of four upcoming events and added invitations have been sent to all members 
regarding the Indonesian Sea Partnership Program taking place in April. 
 
Chair Blago advised of a letter from Tommy Brock that will be received in next month’s packet 
discussing mooring issues at Chadwick Park. 
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XI. NEXT MEETING   
Thursday, April 10, 2008 @ 9:30 A.M. in room 119 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting ADJOURNED at 12:11a.m. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Jane Starr 
Jane Starr, Recording Secretary           
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 


