
 Joint Meeting  
 Parks & Recreation Advisory Board  

 Beaches & Shores Advisory Committee  
 Marine Advisory Committee 

 Wednesday, September 1, 2009 1:00PM 
 Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

 
    
Attendance 
 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board     
Members Present Members Absent  
William Dryburgh Dr. Bill Coy 
Eugene Leapley    
John Hitzel 
Lou Spacco 
Maria Greenberg 
 
Marine Advisory Committee 
Members Present Members Absent 
Captain Ron Blago    William Bergman  
Len Harris    Anthony Tonz 
Gerald Meckenberg    Richard Johnson 
Tom Hamilton       Tim Lynch 
Mel Staudmyer    Frederick Mesler 
Cody Vaughan-Birch     Maurice Sabourin 
Mike Colon     Jay Buckley 
William Kumm        
Scott Schermerhorn     
Robert Leonard 
Douglas Donovan 
John Homer Fleming 
Raymond Rose 
Bill Dixon 
 
Beaches & Shores Advisory Committee 
Members Present Members Absent 
Robert Pierce Gwin Whitney 
Tommy Brock    Bill Weller     
     David Nellis 
     Jack Landis   
     Kevin Schweim  
 
County Representatives 
Commissioner Bob Starr, District 1 
Kelly Shoemaker, Assistant County Administrator 
Andy Stevens, Parks & Natural Resources Manager 
Missy Christie, Environmental Specialist, Natural Resources 
Roger DeBruler, Jr., Environmental Specialist, Natural Resources 
Debrah Forester, Environmental Development 
Tara Musselman, Public Works 
Mark Kinlaid, CEC 
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Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order by Commissioner Robert Starr at 1:00 p.m.     
 
Roll Call/Determination of a Quorum 
Parks & Recreation Advisory Board - quorum 
Marine Advisory Board - quorum 
Beaches & Shores Advisory Committee - no quorum 
 
Agenda Items 
 
1. Beach and Boat Ramp Parking Meters (discussion & recommendation) 

John Jackson explained the various options for the collection of parking fees.  The 
state park currently has 3 staff members that collect from their boxes several times a 
day.  Englewood Beach has no full time staff and is collected two times a week.  The 
advantage of the state system is not paying for the maintenance of the machines.  
Commissioner Starr favored the state system method for its simplicity. 
 All three committees had great interest and input in this issue. A motion was 

made by Ron Blago to eliminate the electronic collection machines and 
replace with the state system of collection of parking fees, on a trial basis, 
for one year. The motion was seconded by Bill Kumm.  The motion was 
agreed upon unanimously by the Marine Advisory Committee.  A same 
motion was made by Lou Spacco, seconded by John Hitzel and 
unanimously carried for the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board.  Beaches 
& Shores Advisory Committee did not have a quorum and will be 
discussing this item at their next meeting. 

 
2. MAC Budget (Discussion on projects and uses)  

Andy Stevens presented the following information: 
 WCIND funds $400,000, boater registration fee and local option funding 

$500,000 for a total of $900,000 annually in the pot 
 District monies are available but with a 14.7% reduction for 2011; this amount will 

still fund all applications 
 Regional Significant Acquisitions - look to WCIND for large amounts of dollars; 

50% match 
 Ron Blago stressed that if you bring a project to MAC looking for funding, that 

you have all issues resolved beforehand; approved funds need to be used within 
a specific timeframe and 60% of projects never occur because of problems. 
 

3. Funding and resources available for kayaks, canoes and powerboats  
Andy Stevens relayed that district monies are very, very competitive and have been 
regionally successful but, there will be no new projects for 2010 because of the 
reduction in funding. 
 
Ron Blago relayed that new boat sales are down 60% since 2008; in Charlotte 
County the number of registered boaters/fishing licenses are down three years in a 
row.  To allocate resources, he feels those who pay get i.e. boaters, those who don’t 
pay i.e. kayaks, better pay up.  Kayaks have increased to over one million in Florida 



 

and he feels kayaks need to pay into the pot for services i.e. parking, rescues, etc.  
Bob Leonard feels any fees for kayaks/canoes are a state issue.  Cory Vaughn-Birch 
relayed legislators’ needs to work on this issue and bring it to Tallahassee.  
Commissioner Starr suggested that the committees need to send a motion to the 
BCC asking them to inform our legislatures of this issue.  
 

4. Areas of mutual jurisdiction and interest between committees that can be 
leveraged  
 Commissioner Starr felt that the parking meter issue was a great example of the 

three committees working together. 
o It means a lot to the commission to have three advisory boards making the 

same request in tandem. 
 

5. Utilization of Charlotte Harbor 
 Deborah Forester, Economic Development, presented updated information on 

the CRA Harborwalk project.  Aerials were provided and pictures presented to 
show how the project will look upon completion. 

o The CRA now has a Special Events coordinator 
o Possible kayak launch site at Chester Roberts Park 
o FDOT owns land needed for the Harborwalk to connect from Bayshore 

Live Oak Park to Chester Roberts Park. The goal is better access to the 
harbor; better connection of the two 41’s. 

o Total estimated cost is 3 million dollars 
o Timeline - Phase 1 - replace seawall, parking area, bathroom facility - 

within next 6 to 9 months.  Phase 2 - completion of design, fishing pier, 
water taxi and raised boardwalk - depending on permitting, 6 month 
timeframe - will complete construction 

o Lou Spacco asked if this becomes part of the Parks & Recreation system 
for maintenance.  Ms. Forester informed the group that the CRA and 
FDOT are funding his project and the CRA through taxes will be 
responsible for maintenance. 

o Commissioner Starr said this is a perfect project for the use of unallocated 
MAC funds and he wants the three committees to work together and 
continue to think about ideas to increase the utilization of the harbor.  He 
also explained that the Punta Gorda CRA had a large base; Hurricane 
Charley accelerated construction and their tax base increased because of 
the new hotels.  The Charlotte Harbor CRA has a low base. 

o Bob Leonard felt that it is a problem that the CRA never came to MAC for 
input in 2002-2003 when this project was initiated.  Commissioner Starr 
assured the committees that, as liaison for all three committees, he will 
bring these issues to their attention. 

 
6. Other items of interest for discussion from the floor 
 Englewood Beach new concession contract was discussed which will go to the 

BCC September 14th.  Commissioner Starr relayed that Parks & Recreation did a 
good job presenting this revenue generating idea, but he is now not in favor of 
the contract, which he agreed had some good ideas in it.  He feels the existing 
merchants can do the same thing i.e. bring volleyball tournaments, sand 
sculpture events, etc. to the area. 
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o Bill Dryburgh relayed that the department budget has been cut to nothing; 
the current hot dog vendor was only making $20 a day profit and when the 
existing merchant reduced its hot dog prices, it drove him out of business. 

o He does not blame the Parks & Recreation department, they were not 
trying to take business away from other merchants; they were just trying to 
keep up the current level of service. 

 Commissioner Starr feels that it is important to keep the new ideas coming and 
he thanked members and staff for their input. 

 It was noted that no one from the public attended this meeting. 
 
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
Copy:  Commissioner Bob Starr, District 1 
            Commissioner Adam Cummings, District 2 
      Commissioner Robert Skidmore, District 3 
            Commissioner Richard Loftus, District 4 
            Commissioner Tricia Duffy, District 5 
 Raymond Sandrock, Acting County Administrator 
    
 


