
 
 

River Road – Interstate 75 to Dearborn Street 
 
Project Description 

The Englewood Interstate Connector (EIC) currently serves over 130,000 residents.  The EIC also serves 
as the primary hurricane evacuation route for the Cape Haze Peninsula, including portions of Sarasota 
County, Charlotte County, Lee County, the City of North Port and the West Villages Improvement 
District.  In addition to the EIC serving as the primary hurricane evacuation route for the Cape Haze 
peninsula, it also benefits those communities of Sarasota County, Charlotte County, Lee County,  the City 
of North Port and Englewood through tourism, real estate, and commerce by serving the regional 
mobility needs for those businesses and residents using the EIC on a daily basis.  The Englewood 
Interstate Connector serves as a key north-south corridor supporting daily commuter traffic between 
several southwest Florida communities and the major employment centers in the City of Sarasota and 
City of Bradenton. 

Additionally, Winchester Boulevard, a segment of the EIC that was completed by Charlotte County in 
2004, was the first segment of the EIC constructed.  This segment, also known as Winchester Boulevard 
Phase 1, is approximately 3.7 miles long and extends from South River Road in Sarasota County to SR-
776 (S. McCall Road) in Charlotte County.  Winchester Boulevard is located at the southern end of the 
EIC and is part of the EIC; however, no additional improvements to Winchester Boulevard are being 
proposed as a part of this grant application.  Charlotte County has started construction to widen an 
additional three (3) miles of Winchester Boulevard from SR-776 (S. McCall Road) south to SR-775 
(Placida Road). 

Request 
 
The project includes two major phases: 

1. North River Road from Interstate 75, south five (5) miles to the intersection of River Road and 
US 41.  Total estimated cost is $66.4 million. 

2. South River Road from the intersection of US 41 and River Road, south three and one-half (3.5) 
miles to the intersection of River Road and Winchester Boulevard.  Total estimated cost is $30.3 
million. 

 
 



 


