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Stump Pass Beach Erosion Control/Restoration Project 

 

History 

Between 2002 and 2003, Charlotte County applied for and obtained permits to dredge Stump Pass and 
use the resultant sand to renourish and restore critically eroded beaches adjacent to Stump Pass.  
Charlotte County recognized the critical need to conduct a project sustaining safe boat navigation 
through Stump Pass; renourish critically eroded beach areas providing storm protection for Gulf front 
properties; enhance/improve water quality of Lemon Bay; and allow for and enhance economic growth 
in the west county region via tourism and ancillary impacts resulting from boating and beach activities. 

Since 2003, Charlotte County has been authorized by the Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP) to perform and has completed 3 dredging/beach renourishment projects.  Each 
project has had a similar scope comprised of dredging Stump Pass and placing sand adjacent to Stump 
Pass State Park (north of Stump Pass) and placement of sand adjacent to residential Gulf front 
properties (south of Stump Pass) a distance of approximately 2.5 miles. 

Funding for previous work has primarily been provided by West Charlotte County property owners, 
West Coast Inlet Navigation District (WCIND) and FDEP. 

Recently 

Charlotte County and FDEP have been jointly working together and are taking a holistic approach to 
dredge Stump Pass and renourish critically eroded beaches at Chadwick Park, the County’s public beach 
park, thence southerly along Palm/Knight/Bocilla/Don Pedro Islands Gulf frontage to Don Pedro State 
Park.  Included within this project is a proposed beach stabilization structure to be place on Manasota 
Key north of Stump Pass.  The main purpose of this structure is to reduce the rate of which sand 
migrates into the Pass thus, reducing the frequency of dredging cycles.  This overall effort – known as 
the 10 Year Management Plan, is currently being reviewed by FDEP for permitting. 

Request 

Total estimated construction and monitoring costs (physical & environmental) for initial construction of 
the stabilization structure and dredging/beach renourishment are approximately $7.5M.  An early 
Summer 2015 construction start is anticipated. 

 

 

 


