
SOUTH GULF COVE ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SGCAC) 
MEETINGMINUTES 

Wednesday, February 24, 2010, 9:00 – 12:00 a.m. 
Charlotte County Administration Center 

18500 Murdock Circle, Room #B-200 
Port Charlotte, FL  33948 

 
Members Present:  Sandy Slater, Chairperson, Kendall Leach, Yvonne Ermirio, Susan Faust, 
April Chattinger 
Staff:  Tara Musselman 
Guests:  John McGuire, Karen Ireland 
 
I.  Call to Order:  Sandy Slater, Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. 
 
II.  Approval of Minutes:  After review of the draft minutes, April moved that the minutes of the 
January 27, 2010 meeting be approved as amended, and Susan seconded the motion. 
 
III.  Staff Comments:  None. 
 
IV.  New Business:  None. 
 
V.  Old Business: 
 
SGCAC New MSBU Discussion:  Sandy expressed frustration that the SGC Advisory 
Committee and the S&D MSBU unanimously agreed to move forward with a separate SGC 
Beautification MSBU nearly 6 months ago.  Now, nearly 3 months from the 12/8/09 BCC 
meeting where the BCC approved the intent to establish the MSBU, the Committee is still 
waiting on official direction to begin the outreach required to gain community support.  When 
Ray Sandrock and Tara met with the 5 Commissioners the 1st week of February, the 
Commissioners wanted to ensure there was support from the majority of SGC’s property owners 
before they would support a separate MSBU.  We received no feedback on the request 2 weeks 
ago to support a survey mailing to property owners of SGC’s 15,000 deeded lots, and do not 
know what the Commissioners will be willing to accept as Community support.  Sandy 
expressed concern that we are wasting our time if we don’t know what the Commissioners are 
willing to support.  Kendall expressed concern that we have received no communication and 
that we appear to be moving backwards. 
 
Tara conveyed that she received permission from Ray at the BCC 2/23/09 to officially notify the 
Committee to begin community outreach.  The request to set a SGC Beautification MSBU 
Public Hearing for 3/23/10 will be on the 3/9/10 BCC Consent Agenda.  No assessment amount 
will be identified before the July Budget Hearing.  The Committee needs to gain BCC and 
community support before the 3/23/10 Public Hearing, as well as support at the July Budget 
Hearings. 
 
Sandy will draft petition language and forward to Tara and the Committee along with a list of 
accomplishments.  All Committee members will aggressively pursue community support by 
soliciting petition signings, and supportive e-mails to the BCC, at all SGC community meetings 
before the Public Hearing.  Kendall and Sandy will attend the BCC Pre-agenda meetings, speak 
at the 3/9/10 BCC and the 3/23/10 Public Hearing, and try to meet with each Commissioner 
individually before the BCC meetings.  Committee members will solicit community attendance at 
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the Public Hearing.  John McGuire and Karen Ireland agreed to help.  Karen Ireland suggested 
the petition for support be placed on the HOA website as an interactive survey. 
     
 
Committee Member Reports: 
 
Boat Ramp Park – Sandy reported that dead plants were replaced and mulch installed last 
week. 
Land Acquisition – Sandy reported RE Services has not received any response to date on the 
County offers to trade privately owned lots abutting the County parks in SGC. 
Entryways – Sandy reported the project is progressing nicely.  Entry palms are being installed, 
signage construction is underway, and tile mock-ups will be delivered within the next 2-3 days.  
Additional trees and remaining signs will be removed later.  The entryway sub-committee is 
communicating with Barry and Tara, and will attend the progress meeting 2/25/10 at 10:00 with 
Public Works and the contractor.  Overall, the committee is very pleased with Holland 
Enterprises, the contractor.  The entryway project should be complete by the end of April as 
long as the selected tile is available.   
Funding & Resources:  Current Year Budget 
- Sandy expressed frustration and concern that we are 5 months into the FY and we have NO 
idea what Parks & Rec has spent from the $50K maintenance budget.  Sandy has requested 
this information numerous times and receives no response.  Yvonne stated that without knowing 
how much funding is available, she and her committee are unable to recommend future park 
developments and maintenance projects.  Tara only has what P&R reports, but will try to get us 
some balances to work with.  
- Sandy reported that Purchasing finally received the mangrove trim/bush removal contract from 
David Milligan Feb 4th and they are waiting on him to resolve DEP questions and concerns.  
Tara confirmed that the request for quotes is on the Purchasing website as of today, and faxes 
were sent to 120 contractors.  Yvonne shared that we have been pursuing the mangrove 
trimming for nearly 4 years and she is concerned that we are nearing the end of the season that 
DEP allows mangrove trimming.  
- Sandy reported that the maintenance contract for the Linear Park ended 12/31/09 and the 
Committee has been unable to get feedback on how the County is dealing with this problem.  
Sandy discovered this week that the SGC maintenance contract is in limbo until the 
Commissioners decide whether SGC maintenance will be added to the PW general specialty 
mowing contract, or the SGC maintenance will be a separate contract.  Ray Sandrock is 
meeting with the Commissioners individually today to get a feel for the direction they want to go 
regarding the County specialty contract pulled from the 2/9/10 BCC consent agenda.  Likely 
outcomes are on 3/9/10 the BCC can approve the County specialty mowing contract as is and 
direct a separate SGC contract, or direct SGC be included in County specialty mowing contract 
and then re-bid the contract.  Tara stated that PW can provide interim maintenance support if 
needed since either decision will take over 2 months to get a contract in place.  The Committee 
reviewed the maintenance specs drafted by David Milligan and provided by Tara on 2/22/10.  
Tara will include changes suggested by the Committee and forward the revised specs to the 
Committee by 2/26/10. 
- Sandy reported that Tara obtained a quote for $65K to pave the Linear Park walking path.  
Tara noted that the shell path was not ADA compliant and would require paving.  Tara agreed to 
ask the MSBU committee to consider funding the paving from available S&D MSBU funds 
versus Community Plan funds this FY.  The MSBU requested this information, and the pipe 
replacement is coming in under cost and ahead of schedule with no projected funding shortfalls. 
Funding and Resources:  Next Year’s Budget 
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- Sandy announced that the next Streets and Drainage MSBU meeting is 2/4/10 at 1:00 at San 
Casa.  She expressed concern that we are nearing the deadline for submitting the FY10/11 
Community Plan budget for maintenance and development and we have so many uncertainties 
that it’s impossible to develop a solid proposed budget.  Tara is planning approximately $90-95K 
for entryway and parks maintenance. 
New Neighbor Meet and Greet:  Sandy reported she will brief new HOA members on February 
28th at the HOA’s New Member Meet & Greet being coordinated by Becky Borci, HOA 
Membership Chair.  
 
Linear Park Irrigation:  Kendall requested Tara respond to his request to consider additional 
refunds. Zoning/FLUM/Deed Restrictions:  Kendall reported packets to revitalize the SGC 
deed restrictions have been sent and the HOA public meeting is March 30, 2010 at Lemon Bay 
High School. 
Seawalls and Stormwater:  Nothing to report. 
Quality Mining:  Kendall reported that he has been forwarding e-mails to keep everyone 
updated. 
 
Public Safety & Health:  April reported that the SGC Community Emergency Response Team 
(CERT) will be offering a CPR course to all CERT members in March.  A CERT Parrot Head 
party fund raiser will be held on March 27th.  The Marine Watch Committee has approximately 
20 members now patrolling our waterways.  The Crime Watch Committee has approximately 13 
members and is growing according to Ernie Stevens, Committee Chair. 
Pedestrian Bikeways/Cove Connector:  April reported the Cove Connector will be offering a 
brunch on April 25th with Firewise.  Profits will go towards maintenance and replacement of any 
Cove Connector plantings damaged by the frost.  Leftover profits will be dedicated to park 
development. 
Firewise Community:  April reported that every year in order to maintain our Firewise 
Community status, an educational program must be offered for the community informing them of 
how to become fire wise in their homes as well as within their community.  This will be 
accomplished this year through the Cove Connector/Firewise brunch to be held on April 25th.  
The Charlotte County Fire Department will be there with a fire truck and educational material will 
be available.  There has been no further communication from the Department of Forestry as to 
when they will return to do more brush and invasive clearing. 
 
Park Development and Maintenance:  Yvonne reported that the San Domingo Park Design 
public meeting at Tringali on February 18th was successful and that we had good community 
support.  The big question facing the Park Sub-committee is where to from here since 
everything depends upon the availability of funding.  She reported that the Learning Garden’s 
annual Spaghetti Dinner fund raiser is on March 6th at the Pavilion.  She discussed the 
mangrove trim contract and how important the view is to the community.  We have been 
pursuing this for over 4 years and are concerned we will slip into DEPs no-trim timeframe if the 
contract is not awarded and started immediately.   
 
Scenic Highway:  Susan reported on the Committee’s activities.  April requested that the 
Scenic Highway Committee sponsor a CR771 cleanup along SGC’s frontage to coincide with 
the SGC Entryway dedication and that it also be coordinated with the CR771 mowing.  Susan 
agreed to sponsor this and will take to the Scenic Highway Committee. 
Event Signs:  There is nothing new to report until the entryways are complete.  At that time, 
Susan will meet with the Entryway Committee to determine whether the event signs can be co-
located. 
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Community Plan Review & Planning for the Future 
 
Sandy provided the following: 
Accomplishments past 2 years: 
1.  SGC Park Master Plan developed and accepted by BCC October 2008. 
 Locks in SGC park land for the future. 
2.  SGC Park at Boat Ramp completed and dedicated November 2009. 
3.  Acquired 4 out of 5 privately owned lots abutting McAlester Park through trade in 2008 and 
2009. 
4.  SGC entryway signage, landscaping and palm trees installed at all 4 entrances by April 
2010. 
Short term goals: 
1.  Obtain a separate SGC Beautification MSBU to fund Community Plan development and 
maintenance. 
2.  Acquire remaining lot at McAlester Park, 3 lots at Fruitport Park and 1 lot at the Learning 
Garden. 
3.  Solicit help from the CCT to obtain grants. 
Long term goals: 
1.  Acquire lots identified in Park Master Plan to complete SGC parks and walkways. 
2.  Encourage CCT to obtain the services of a Professional Grant Writer if they are unable to 
write grants. 
 

April’s 2009-2010 
South Gulf Cove Community Plan 
Public Safety and Health Summary 

 
Policy 008:  Evaluate public safety and health issues needs to include fire and EMS, road 
widening, signs, lighting, additional lock and pedestrian/bikeways along major roads for l 
pedestrian and bicycle safety.  

Accomplishments – 1. Statistics on emergency response times to SGC are acquired 
and monitored annually.  2008 response times were presented at the March 2009 SGC 
Home Owners meeting.  Response times remain within normal requirements for 2008 .  
Response times should be no more than 4-6 min. to any area of SGC. 

2. The SGC 44 member Citizen’s Neighborhood Watch team, the 16 member 
Community Emergency Response team (C.E.R.T.), the Water Way Watch and the 
Crime Protection Watch continue to support public safety within the community. 

 3. In 2007, SGC received the Fire Wise designation from the Florida Department of 
Agriculture’s Forestry Service offering increased opportunities for fire prevention from 
wild fires for the community.  This designation continued throughout 2009.   

2010 Goals – 1. EMS calls will continue to be monitored.  2009 statistics will be 
presented at Home Owners meeting once they become available.    

 2. The SGC Citizen’s Neighborhood Watch team, the Community Emergency Response 
team (C.E.R.T.), Water Way Watch & Crime Protection Watch will continue to support 
public safety within the SGC community.    
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3. South Gulf Cove will continue to maintain its Fire Wise designation from the Florida 
Department of Agriculture’s Forestry and hold one educational program for the SGC 
community.   

Sub-policy 0008.3 and 0008.4: Determine Feasibility of installing street lights, 
pedestrian/bike pathways and landscaping and 4-lane boulevards on all major 
thoroughfares in SGC when CR771 is widened. 

Accomplishments  - 1. In 2007, The Cove Connector program to acquire funding for 
pedestrian/bike pathways was created.  The Cove Connector committee held 4 
fundraisers throughout 2009 raising approx. $1200 per event.  A SGC Family Tree 
program was launched resulting in approx. $25,000 in donations. 

2. As population increases in SGC, so will the number of street lights.  Criteria for a 
street light are 3 homes within 500 feet on the street.   

2010 Goals – 1. Cove Connector will offer 2 fund raising events to support beautification 
projects within SGC   

Policy 014: Provide appropriate recreational opportunities for SGC seniors.  

Accomplishments – 1. Cove Connector pedestrian/bike pathway programs incorporate 
safety for seniors in the design of the pathways where they will walk and ride bikes 
including rest areas and shade.   

2.  Due to the overwhelming amount of money that will be required to complete the 
pedestrian walkways, the Cove Connector team focused on the beautification of the 
walkways while maintaining the long range goal of walkways.   56 palm trees were 
planted throughout SGC funded through Cove Connector fundraisers.   A “Family Tree” 
program, to encourage SGC residents to participate in the tree planting project, was 
launched in March of 09.  

2010 Goal – Offer two brunch fundraisers in April & Nov. to support South Gulf Cove 
beautification projects.  

Yvonne provided the following: 
- The SGC Park System Master Plan was completed September 2008 and accepted by the 
BCC October 2008.  Implementation is ongoing. 
- Working with the Forestry Service to identify priorities of properties to be cleared. 
- Initial clearing of Arlewood Park was accomplished.  The final re-mulching has now been done 
so that it can be mowed and maintained. 
- The clearing of exotics and mulching of the 3-mile CR771 median was completed. 
- The initial clearing of exotics, mulching, and creation of pathway systems has been 
accomplished in Nittany and Santa Lucia Parks.  The re-mulching and clearing of vines, etc. is 
under contract. 
- The St. Paul Linear Park clearing of exotics and mangrove trimming is under contract. 
- Maintenance of the entryways and parks has been an ongoing issue and is still not resolved. 
- The San Domingo Park design was presented to property owners at a public meeting February 
18th.  Further development is dependent upon funding. 
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- Member of the SGC Entryway Committee working the design and landscape issues as they 
arise. 
- Developed the maps and drawings for placement of trees within the community. 
- The Learning Garden continues to be developed by a very dedicated and faithful group of 
volunteers.  We have most recently installed a drought tolerant xeriscape garden and began 
clearing and planting the shoreline.  We are on the website for Disney’s Give a Day – Get a 
Day. 
- Directional signs were installed on Gasparilla Road and Ingraham Boulevard for the Learning 
Garden and the SGC Neighborhood Park at the Boat Ramp. 
 
VI.  Public Comments:  None. 
 
VII.  Next Meeting:  Kendall suggested the next meeting be moved ahead to March 18, 2010 at 
9:00,  in Room B-200 to allow the Committee to reconvene prior to the SGC Public Hearing at 
the March 23rd BCC Meeting.  Sandy will contact Roxanne to ensure she is available and to 
locate a meeting room. 
 
VIII.  Adjournment:  There being no further business to come before the Committee, Sandy 
declared the meeting adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Minutes taken by Sandy Slater, Chair. 


