Charlotte County RESTORE Act Funding Application

Apuicant Name Community Services, Parks & Natural Res. Depit.
‘ ~ Yes No
Was the proposed activity included in any claim for compensation
paid out by the Oil Splll Liability Trust Fund after July 6, 2012? If ,
"Yes," the p_r0|ect is not eligible for funding ; - |:| ' v
vame: ROgGer DeBruler Jr.
Person to be nwe: Marine Resources Program Assistant
contacted regarding -
spplication | roger.debruler@charlottecountyfl.gov
o, 941.833.3823
Proposal Title Artificial reef habitat enhancement/creation and comparison

Project Executive Summary: Provide a concise project summary or abstract in the space below (250 words max)

Previous artificial reef deployments were designed to create recreational opportunities; this project aims to create two more naturalistic structures for
fish habitat. In general, projects economically benefit Charlotte County by bringing in $28,000,000 annually and supporting 308 full or part-time jobs.
The project will be managed by the Community Services Natural Resources Marine Resources Program Assistant who over sees the Charlotte County
Artificial Reef Program having 24 years of experience.

The estimated project timeline is eighteen months to deploy the two patch reefs; data collection will be ongoing for the life of the permit. The reefs have
already been designed by studying existing natural patch reefs in the area and permits have already been secured. Regulations are identified in the
issued permits. Estimated time-line: 6 months for delivery, 3 months for construction, 3 months to secure contractor, and 6 months to deploy (weather
dependent).

There is no on-going maintenance costs associated with this project and data collection/surveys will be done under the County's Artificial Reef
Program's current and ongoing fund sources.

The materials used in the project are long lived. Observations of limestone materials placed on other Charlotte County reefs appear to be superior in
contrast to concrete materials in two main ways: (1) it's a “natural” reef material and (2) it provides greater habitat for finfish.

The only uncertainties would be weather driven sedimentation of the reefs during storm events or the inability to collect data caused by an imploding
economy.

Offshore of Charlotte County

Street:

City: State: FIO”d a

Project Location

Zip Code:

If no street address is available, please provide

longitude/latitude N26493OO W08231 980

Page 1 of 7




Select the one primary RESTORE Act eligible activity of the project in the first column and any others that apply in
the second column by placing an X in the row corresponding to the qualifying eligible activity. Project must fulfill
one eligible activity at a minimum to be eligibile for funding.

Primary activity

RESTORE Act Eligible Activity

All others that apply

IEligible Activity

Restoration and protection of the natural resources, ecosystems,
fisheries, marine and wildlife habitats, beaches, and coastal wetlands of
the Gulf Coast Region

Mitigation of damage to fish, wildlife, and natural resources

Implementation of a federally approved marine, coastal, or
comprehensive conservation management plan, including fisheries
monitoring

Workforce development and job creation

Improvements to or on State parks located in coastal areas affected by
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill

Infrastructure projects benefitting the economy or ecological resources,
including port infrastructure

Coastal flood protection and related infrastructure

Promotion of tourism in the Gulf Coast Region including recreational
fishing

Promotion of the consumption of seafood harvested from the Gulf
Coast Region
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Select the one primary Charlotte County goal met by the project in the first column and any others that apply in the
second column by placing an X in the row corresponding to the appropriate County goal. Project must meet a

minimum of one County goal to be eligible for funding.

Charlotte County Goals

Primary Goal Met

All others that apply [Charlotte County Goal ‘ ; l

Water Resource Protection: protects or restores water quality and
guantity

Efficient and Effective Government: facilitates organization's capacity to
govern and manage effectively

Quality of life: enhances community life through the conservation of
wildlife, protection or restoration of natural resource and providing
community amenties

Fiscal/ Financial Planning: increases effectiveness of local government
and maintains strong financial condition

Growth Management: manages growth and change consistent with
County's comprehensive plan

Public Safety: maintains a safe and healthy community

Economic Development: create a business climate that promotes a
diversified, growing economy consistent with growth management plans
and enhanced quality of life.

Human Services: pursue available funding sources to facilitate providing
services to meet community needs.

Infrastructure: stabilize and maintain County-wide infrastructure.
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Project Cost

Secured Match
(include
documentation)

Funding Gap

Match

Value Percent of project cost

$ 124,783.80 100 %
RESTORE Request

¢ 75,000.00 60.1 %

$ 30,000.00 24.0 %
In-kind match value

$ 19,783.80 15.9 %

H

S %
Anticipated Cash

5 0.00 0.00 %

Estimated Project Start Date

October 1, 2015, when funds are available.

Estimated Project Completion Date

April 1, 2017
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anticipated to have

Select the range of benefit project is

Select One Range of Benefit

Local

County-wide

v Regional

I: Gulf-wide

Provide brief description of project scale in the space below (100 words max)

invertebrates.

Few areas of low relief hard bottom in the Gulf and bay waters surrounding Charlotte County.
Productive hard bottom habitat is sparse in Southwest Florida waters. Appropriate artificial reef materials
have significant benefits in terms of habitat enhancement and recruitment opportunities for finfish and

This project reef design will consist of two patch reef areas: one composed of limestone and the second
composed of concrete. Both of these reefs will be built to mimic a nearby natural reef outcropping. This
comparison would help reef managers to understand the productive/recruitment issues of artificial reefs.

Does project provide

added benefit when Yes/No List projects in box below

combined with ‘

Other proposed Charlotte County Artificial Reef Programs as well as other county

biojccis of Yes reef programs.

programs?

Other completed Lee County's grouper hole project that was deployed in 1994.
Yes Sarasota County's Mitigation reef project in southern Venice.

projects or
programs?
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| Yes/No

Does the project require federal, state, or local permits? YeS

If yes, list permits required below

. Status
. . Permit Type ,
Permits required (obtained, not
(federal, state, local) .
obtained)

USACE Federal obtained

Existing Planning

Is the project part of an existing federally approved Comprehensive conservation management plan?

Is the project part of a County or state plan?

—
If yes, list plan below

Limestone material is planned for all artificial reef site within Charlotte County.
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Requested

Activity/Item Cost RESTORE Eirds Cash Match In Kind Match
Project Design
$ 883.80 $0.00 $0.00 $ 883.80
Subtotal|$ 883.80 $ 0.00 $0.00 $ 883.80
Project Permitting
$ 200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $ 200.00
Subtotal|{$ 200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $ 200.00
Project Activity
$ 118,400.00 | $ 75,000.00 $ 25,000.00 |$ 18,400.00
Subtotal|$ 118,400.00 |$ 75,000.00 $ 25,000.00 |$ 18,400.00
Monitoring
$ 5,300.00 $0.00 $ 5,000.00 $ 300.00
Subtotal|$ 5.300.00 0.00 $ 5.000.00 $ 300.00
TOTAL $ 124,783.80 |$ 75,000.00 $30,000.00 |$19,783.80

Costs are in 2015 dollars and do not account for inflation
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ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF ARTIFICIAL REEFS

Charlotte County, FL

Thesa are findings from a necent study of economic banefits assodatad with
artificial reef programs in & six-county region of Southwest Florida (Pinallas,
Hillsborounh, Manates, Sarasota, Charlotte and Lee counties). The full raport,
Economic impacts of Artificial Reafs for Six Southwest Aonida Countias, TP
178, is availabla from Florida Sea Grant, flseagrant.org.

At a glance:

# The results from a recant survey of the aconomic impact of artificial
ragfs show extansive use of the Charlotta County artificial raef system
by residents, visitors, private boaters and for-hire dients.

# (0n adaily basis, an averaga of nearly 700 persans in Charlotte Courty
— residants and wisitors included — usa artificial raefs.

= Fishermen and divers who launch from Charlotte County to use artificial
reaf sites spend almost $28 million in the county annually.

» Survey results document that artificial reefs help support the for-hire
fishing sactor (guides, charter and party boats) with dients spending
nearly §7 million on artificial reef-ralatad trips.

» \isitors bring new money into the local economy (514,75 million),
accounting for more than half of artifical reef expendituras,

» Expenditures on artificial reaf-ralated activities genarate nearly $23
million in net aconomic impacts annually that suppart 306 full- and
part-time jobs.

» Charlotte County government's artificial reef developmant activities
raly artiraly on annual grant funding provided by Local Boating
Improvemant Funds. Supplemental construction funds are provided
b tha Florida Fish and Wildlife Consenvation Commission statewide
artificial reef program and other grant programs.

= With over 830 milas of shoraling, induding mangrove-lined aquatic
presarvas, river passanes and whita sand baaches, and 270 square miles
of protected marine estuary, Charlotte County possasses some of the
most pristing and productive coastal areas in the state.

Public Support for Artificial Reefs

In genaral, what is your opinicn regarding tha usa of public funds to provida
and maintain artifidal reefs for recreation in Florida's waters?

Reef Users  Non Reef Users
Support B39 Support 639
Neutral 179% Meutral  30%

Oppose O9% Oppose 79

Y@ w

Annual Use of Artificial Reefs

81,549

Boat Days

270,036

Person Days

Annual Artificial Reef
Related Expenditures By Users

27.96

Million
*13.21 *14.75
M o
-- DR --

21.21 %6.75

Milllon Million

[private baatars] Iquids, party, chartar clianes)

:;...mﬁ

Annual Economic Impacts

commic 22,65

e ,],;:82
Business Taxes sl:!lﬁunbb

Full/Part-time

Jobs 306
> 9 &

The study was conduched by Florids Sea Grant snd Linkversiy of Florida ressspchers wilh funding prosvided by the ULS. Fish amd \Widife Szrvice Federal Ald In Sport Fish
Resinmbion Program through 2 grant io the Florkds Fish and \Wildife Corsenostion Commizsion; the West Coxst inksnd Navigation Disirict; and by paricpsiing counties.
inforrreslion wees. collecied using & varlahy of sunssy fechnigees thst asked privabe boster snd Sor-hiee operators and cliznis sbout their afifics] resf us= during 2005, For mone
Information, confact: Belty Staugler, Charofis County Sea Grant Exiension, [541) 7644346, shaugleniuiledu. BEEF 184
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