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HELP PROTECT
YOUR SWALE

Make sure your driveway pipe
is open and clear of debris.

Today, the concern is the quality
of the water and the conveyance,
or drainage, of stormwater.

We must limit the amount of
pollutants that enter our surface
waters (lakes, ponds, rivers...) and

groundwater.

Do not use excessive amounts
of fertilizers and pesticides
near the swales.

Keep the grass mowed.

Dethatch Floratam lawns
annually.

Do not plant trees or shrubs
in the swale.

SWALE BOTTOM

Let the runoff from your
house and driveway go onto
the lawn before it enters the
swale.
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STORMWATER

MANAGEMENT

Charlotte County's drainage system

is considered an open swale system.

This system is tasked with the
amount of water (quantity) that
moves through the system and
how clean the water (quality) is as it

Call Public Works if:

1. Water is threatening to enter
personal property (house or

garage).

2. Water is on the roads or sidewalk.

3. Water remains in the swale for
longer than 72 hours after the
last rain event.

Remember, the drainage system

is designed to store and direct the
water to flow through the system.
This slow-moving system is also
designed to remove pollutants from
entering the ground water, lakes, or
harbors. It is not unusual for swales
to hold water for several days after
heavy rainfall.

enters other water bodies. Download it from your device's store

or visit CharlotteCountyFl.gov and
“Get the App” from the Hot Topics list.

As stormwater travels over land it

picks up pollutants and sediments
that are not naturally found in

our waterways. The path taken by
stormwater is the quantity concern.
How it is treated while traveling to
the receiving water determines its
quality.

Drainage is a quantity issue and
Stormwater Management is both
a quantity and quality issue.

FDEP NPDES Stormwater Program
Floridadep.gov/Water/Stormwater
Southwest Florida Water
Management District
Swfwmd.state.fl.us
Charlotte Harbor Environmental
Center, Inc.
Checflorida.org/
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