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OUR VIEW

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Letters are welcome on virtually any subject, but we do have some 
rules. Please keep them to less than 250 words. Letters will be edited to 
length as well as for grammar and spelling. All letters must be signed 
with full name —  not initials. An address and telephone number must be 
included. The phone number and address are not for publication, but 
must be provided. Due to the number of letters received, we are able to 
run only one letter per person per month. 

The Letters to the Editor section is designed as a public forum for 
community discourse, and the opinions and statements made in 
letters are solely those of the individual writers. The newspaper takes 
no responsibility for the content of these letters. Please send or bring 
correspondence to the Sun, Letters to the Editor, 23170 Harborview Road, 
Charlotte Harbor, FL 33980, or fax to 941-629-2085. Readers may email 
Letters to the Editor at letters@sun-herald.com.

HOW TO SUBMIT A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Email letters to letters@sun-herald.com

Publisher — Robert E. Lee
Executive editor — Jim Gouvellis

Editorial page editor — Stephen Baumann
Commentary Editor — John HackworthVIEWPOINT

Majority doesn’t
rule in the US

Stop printing
‘liberal’ articles

Legion Post 110
a family place

New America:
Truth optional

Electoral College
not out of date

Minority shouldn’t
elect president

Editor:
The procedure for electing 

the president of the United 
States was established over 
200 years ago in Article II of 
the Constitution, which says 
the candidate who receives 
the votes of the majority of 
the electors from the states 
wins the presidency.  

The number of electors 
available in the past election 
was 538. This number has 
not changed for 52 years. The 
number of electoral votes 
available from each state 
is published and has not 
changed in recent history.  

Both Donald J. Trump and 
Hillary Clinton had this infor-
mation available to them at 
the beginning of the election. 
The rules were the same for 
each candidate. Each candi-
date designed and pursued a 
strategy to win.  

Mr. Trump tried to reach as 
many states as possible and 
Mrs. Clinton tried to reach the 
most people who agree with 
her liberal philosophy. Mr. 
Trump had a better strategy. 
If the rules had been to reach 
the highest number of voters, 
Mr. Trump would have adopt-
ed a different strategy and he 
still would have won.  

In the United States the 
majority does not rule, by 
design. We are a union of 
independent states and the 
states determine who their 
president will be. Mr. Trump 
enjoys the support of the 
overwhelming majority of 
the states. He is the fair and 
square winner of the election.  

Let’s all join in supporting 
a winner who played by the 
rules.

Bill Folchi
Punta Gorda

Editor:
This letter is in response to 

the incessant daily bashing 
of out President-elect Donald 
Trump. 

I sit down with my coffee 
every morning to read my 
daily newspaper and I am 
constantly reading articles 
that irk me to no end. Frankly, 
I am tired of reading stories 
by liberal writers who belong 
in liberal newspapers like The 
New York Times or the Boston 
Globe. I do not subscribe to 
them for that reason. 

I suggest you look at a 
demographic of your readers, 

Editor:
At this time of year, we re-

flect on the past year’s events, 
friendships, loss or moments 
that define us. Hopefully, 
we have all had good times, 
and perhaps some sad times. 
We must remember that not 
everyone is surrounded by 
family and friends, but might 
be lonely or isolated from 
loved ones. 

For many, we are coming up 
on a season of remembering 
the loss of someone who is 
no longer with us. It can be 
a difficult time, but there are 
several organizations that 
offer an outreach of support 
in our community.

One place I would like to rec-
ommend this holiday season is 
the American Legion Post 110 
on Harbor Boulevard in Port 
Charlotte. It offers a variety of 
activities, dancing, friendship 
and a camaraderie that is 
sure to please our veterans 
and families. The LaFamilia 
Restaurant is open year-round 
to the public and there is 
always something happening 
for young and old alike. 

Post 110 is a “well-oiled 
machine” that runs with a 
great leader at their helm, 
Commander Michael 
Raymond, aka, “Gambler.” 

Editor:
It is a fact, Mr. Trump will 

continue his association with 
and collect pay from NBC’s 
“Celebrity Apprentice.” Our 
head of government with a 
part-time TV job?    

Americans are beginning to 
realize Mr. Trump’s commit-
ment to being an informed 
and engaged leader is min-
imal, at best. Commander 
in Chief Trump declines to 
participate in daily national 
security briefings. Mr. Trump’s 
disinterest in the tedious work 
of actual governing is glaring-
ly apparent. 

How Mr. Trump will actually 
govern is unknown. We do 
know while forming a new 
government Mr. Trump has 
time and inclination to tweet 
his displeasure at various 
perceived insults. His recent 
piques include comedians 
and their parodies. An Indiana 
union supervisor provoked 
him by telling the truth about 
the number of jobs actually 
“saved” at Carrier.

Ideally, there is an inherent 
balance of power. However, 
any oversight for conflicts of 
interest will be impossible.  
Mr. Trump’s factual business 
and financial associates are 
unknown. A recent announce-
ment was made that his 
stocks were sold, but like his 
tax returns no proof to verify 
is provided.   

Mr. Trump’s “great America” 
is taking shape. It’s a place 
where truth is optional, 
knowledge derided and 
facts are discouraged. By his 
actions we know diplomacy 
is nonexistent, protocols 
disrespected, history ignored 
and science is questionable.  

When a crisis does occur, 
if we’re lucky maybe he took 
time to read the security brief 
that day.  

Lisa Bailey
Rotonda

Editor:
I wanted to take exception 

to the letter, “Time to pre-
vent impending disaster,” 
on Dec. 4.  

I believe he has the candi-
dates mixed up with regards 
to unlawful behavior, as this 
was Mrs. Clinton’s behavior 
associated with her private 
email server. Trump had no 
unlawful behavior or you 
could be assured that our 
existing attorney general 
and administration would 
probably still have Mr. 
Trump behind bars.

Her repetitive lying may 
not be unlawful, but it was 
surely not acceptable for a 
presidential candidate.

The Electoral College 
worked exactly as our 
Founding Fathers had 
intended in that a limited 
number of populous states 
like California and New York 
were not able to select a 
president without regard to 
the rest of the states.

Our Constitution provides 
for the Electoral College 
to select the president in 
accordance with each state’s 
votes and the Constitution 
should not be ignored 
because some folks did not 
like the outcome. The im-
pending disaster was indeed 
prevented and should be 
verified by the college later 
this month as intended by 
the brilliant framers of the 
Constitution.  

It’s pretty amazing when 
you think that they were 
able to envision a future 
scenario where only a few 
out of the mainstream states 
could control the election 
and provided for it. This 
election has proven that 
our Constitution and the 
Electoral College are cer-
tainly not out of date.

John Rupprecht
Punta Gorda

Editor:
About Trump. Lost the 

popular vote, big time. 
No mandate. Some of his 
electors won’t vote for him. 
Russians meddled to his 
benefit. FBI director inter-
fered like a partisan hack. 

Bizarre, biased and 
conflicted Cabinet picks. 
Refusal to participate in 
regular security briefings 
and dismissal of intelligence 
agencies’ findings. This all 
has the advantage of being 
true. Never mind his person-
al failings, inevitable and im-
mediate conflicts of interest 
that he refuses to address, 
his tweet storms, etc.

Why not ask the Electoral 
College to function as the 
founders designed it, to 
protect the country when a 
minority of the voting popu-
lace is conned into voting for 
a person unfit for the office 
instead of rubber-stamping 
the electoral vote? Maybe 
put country above party.  

Also, why should the 
vote on an individual in a 
less-populace state carry 
more weight than the same 
vote in more populace state? 
What ever happened to that, 
“one man, one vote” thing. 
Oh, yes, it never existed.  

If you favor the Electoral 
College you must allow all 
of what it was designed to 
do and not just the part 
that allows a minority of 
the electorate to select the 
president.

Steve Hunter
North Port

Necessity
of sewers

made clear
OUR POSITION: Latest study 

undeniable: Septics pollute 
Charlotte Harbor.

Real science is difficult, 
complicated stuff. A full 
understanding of natural 

sciences takes years of study and a 
dedication to the classical scientif-
ic method of careful observation 
and measurement. It’s all about 
data, and the data invariably tells 
the story.

Charlotte County commis-
sioners heard a presentation last 
Tuesday from Brian Lapointe, a 
Ph.D. scientist with the Harbor 
Branch Oceanographic Institute 
at Florida Atlantic University. 
With four others, Lapointe 
issued a study with a weighty 
title: “Charlotte County Water 
Quality Assessment. Phase 1: Data 
Analysis and Recommendations 
for Long-Term Monitoring.”

Long title. But the conclusion is 
simple and clear: Septic tanks are 
polluting Charlotte Harbor.

We’ve heard it before. But in 
recent years we’ve also heard a 
continual stream from those ques-
tioning the scientific rationale for 
septic replacement. The doubters 
are just plain wrong. 

Septic tanks may work fine in 
other environments: the rural 
West, Northeast or Midwest, 
places with different soil types and 
larger housing lots. But not here in 
sandy, coastal Southwest Florida. 
Certainly not here in a community 
with so many homes on small lots, 
like Charlotte County.

According to county officials, 
central sewer in Charlotte now 
treats 6 million gallons of effluent 
a day. Another 4 million gallons 
a day flows into the ground via 
28,000 individual septic tanks. 
That is the equivalent of one ton 
of nitrogen entering the environ-
ment every day. It goes into the 
ground. And eventually but surely 
it makes it into the waterways.

The report from Lapointe, et 
al., is available online on the 
Charlotte County website, www.
charlottecountyfl.gov. To read it, 
navigate the left side of the page 
to BCC Agendas and find the 
Dec. 13 commission meeting. 
Click on that and find the Item R, 
Number 1, of the Regular Agenda: 
Water Quality Assessment. Open 
the PDF files of two attachments. 
(You can also watch the taped 
presentation of the meeting on 
the county website.)

We recommend that anyone 
who questions the science give 
this a careful reading (or viewing). 
The report runs 58 pages. It has a 
ton of technical data.

But this, from the executive 
summary:

“Multiple lines of evidence 
suggest that septic systems are 
a primary source of nutrient 
loading from the Port Charlotte 
study area into Charlotte Harbor. 
Analysis of the historical data 
and the reconnaissance sampling 
both indicated that septic systems 
are contributing significantly to 
nutrient and bacterial pollution of 
surface waters and groundwaters.”

And then:
“This research indicates that 

inadequately treated septic waste 
is a major source of nitrogen to 
this system, and that improved 
wastewater treatment, which 
currently removes an average of 
90 percent of sewage nitrogen, 
would reduce nutrient loads from 
septic systems and help mitigate 
environmental impacts associated 
with current and future popula-
tion growth.” 

Open and shut. In fact, the 
five county commissioners who 
listened to Tuesday’s presentation 
agreed the case was closed. They 
delayed follow-up testing until 
a point after sewer service was 
operating in the Spring Lake area 
of Port Charlotte. That will allow 
old and new data to be compared.

Charlotte County has been 
moving steadily toward extending 
sewer service in El Jobean and 
Port Charlotte. Going forward, 
the question is how to pay for it. 
“Why” just isn’t an issue.

the people I know are pretty 
conservative and they agree 
with me. Could that be why 
your subscription rate is 
down? 

I am a proud supporter of 
Donald Trump and I believe 
the whiners in this country 
should just face the fact that 
he won the election and get 
on with life. Lord knows I 
have had to for the past eight 
years. 

The “fake news” told all 
of us that Hillary Clinton 
was winning the election. 
Even I started to believe it 
and readied myself for the 
outcome. I was overjoyed on 
election night when my faith 
in humanity was restored and 
conservative views were once 
again revitalized. Others it 
seems have not been able to 
adjust to our country trying to 
repair the damage done to her 
by liberalism. 

I am not asking you to 
restrict what is written, but 
I myself may have to go in 
another direction if all your 
articles are negative and/or 
liberal in nature.

Christina Andrews
Port Charlotte

As Commander Raymond 
might say, it takes a village to 
run their post. Undoubtedly, 
they have a great group of 
men and women who work 
together as a team to make 
their organization thrive. 
Gambler invites everyone 
to stop by, inquire about 
membership and enjoy the 
benefits that come with being 
a Legion member. 

Peace to all and a happy 
and healthy new year. 

Cindy Weant
Port Charlotte


