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East & West Spring Lake 
Contract D

Feb. 23, 2017
Ruta Vardys – Project Engineer

Dean Campbell – Project Manager

Welcome Neighbors
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Project Partners - Contract D 

• Owner - Charlotte County Utilities

• Engineer - Giffels Webster

• Contractor – Metro Equipment Services (Vacuum 

Station &  Collection System)

• Equipment Supplier – Aqseptence Group

• UF/IFAS Extension Service – Charlotte County

• WQ Monitoring – TetraTech/Johnson Engineering



4

Project Summary – Contract D
• Installation of  approx. 4.7 miles of vacuum sewer main
• Installation of  approx. 4 miles of potable water main
• Construction of vacuum collection station
• Installation of central sewer system to serve approximately 400 

properties
• Some existing properties on Harbor Blvd. will be converted from 

Low Pressure Sewer to Vacuum Sewer
• Restoration of drainage swales 
• Partially funded by SRF loan, Federal/State grants and by State 

appropriation
• Remaining project costs funded through MSBU assessment
• Turn key project, no additional out-of-pocket expenses 



• Potable water main replacement
– Upgrade and replace all potable water mains
– New meter boxes and meters
– More fire protection

• Homeowners insurance rate reduction
– Notification provided for potable water service 

interruption
• Stormwater Improvements

– Pipe replacement
– Swale rehabilitation 5

Project Summary – Contract D



How it works – Vacuum Sewer
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Vacuum Station



What to Expect 
• Main lines installed outside of pavement except for 

intersections and where service connections cross roads
• Valve pits and air intake terminals to be installed within 

right-of-way, near property line
• Water service may be disrupted for short periods, boil 

water advisories issued as required.  Prior notice will be 
provided

• Trench road cuts will be repaired
• Pavement resurfacing project scheduled after completion 

of wastewater expansion project 8



What to Expect
• Driveways:

– Access may be restricted when contractor is working 
in immediate area

– Will be temporarily restored until final restoration is 
completed.  Final restoration to match existing 
driveway surface type

• Drainage swales will be completely restored
• Notice will be provided to residents prior to start of 

construction within each area impacted
• Work will be performed in multiple  phases to minimize 

disruption
• Photos & video will be taken prior to construction 9



• Regular work hours between 7am and 7pm, expect:
– Noise
– Dewatering/standing water
– Dust
– Construction traffic

• Provisions will be made to maintain:
– Emergency Services
– US Mail and other deliveries
– Local traffic only
– Garbage/Recyclables/Lawn Waste collection
– School bus routes
– Public Safety vehicles
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What to Expect 



Construction Phasing - Water
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Construction Phasing - Sewer
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Prep for On-Lot Construction
• On-lot agreement/information

– Grants County/plumbers a temporary easement to 
access private property

– Septic tank location(s)
• Initial meeting with each property owner to review on-lot 

construction:
– Location of septic tank 
– Connection to house sewer
– Routing sewer service lateral

• Future improvements to property discussed
– Address questions/concerns 13



On-Lot Construction
• Work will be scheduled in advance, expected to take 6-8 

hours to complete
• There will be a period when sewer service will not be 

available to your home, maximum 8 hours
• Existing septic tank to be abandoned per regulations, 

drain field abandoned in place
• Sewer service lateral will be installed from home to 

connection point at property line, cleanouts installed in 
accordance with plumbing codes

• Property will be restored in a timely manner 14



On-lot Agreement
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On-Lot Improvements
• Septic Tank Abandonment

– Concrete Tanks
• Crushed and filled

– Fiberglass/Poly Tanks
• Removed and filled
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On-Lot Improvements
Concrete Tank Abandonment
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On-Lot Improvements
Poly/Fiberglass Abandonment
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Septic System Issues
Your septic is still your responsibility:
• First, contact your septic service or plumber to verify 

issue is with onsite system (not house plumbing).
• Provide a receipt or report that system is in failure to 

Utilities Department at 764-4300 x 3.

Obtain an ATU Variance:
• If you have an Aerobic Treatment Unit (ATU), then 

obtain a variance for the maintenance contract and 
annual operating permit from Department of Health at 
743-1266. Provide a copy to Utilities. 19



Monitoring Program
• Groundwater 

monitoring wells 
installed

• Water sampling 
ongoing

• Program to 
continue after 
construction
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Other ways residents can help 
protect watershed
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Surface water and base flow 
runoff enter into natural and 
artificial storm water and 
drainage conveyances and 
natural water bodies in 
Charlotte County.  

Leaching and runoff of 
nutrients from improper or 
excess fertilization practices 
can contribute to nitrogen and 
phosphorus pollution of the 
community’s water resources.  

Lawns Green & Waterways Clean 
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County Fertilizer Ordinance
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Fertilizer Label



Other Ways Residents Can 
Protect the Watershed

• Limit lawn to reduce water 
& fertilizer use

• Install drought tolerant 
trees, shrubs & 
groundcovers 

• Water once a week or use 
a rain barrel to conserve 
water

• Use mulch 3-4” deep
• Use porous walkways 25



• The FYN Handbook 
• Florida-Friendly 

Landscape Plant Selection 
Guide

• EDIS FFL Fact Sheets 
• Hort. & FYN classes
• Parks that Teach walking 

tour
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Charlotte County UF/IFAS 
Extension Service Resources

http://floridayards.org
http://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu

http://floridayards.org/
http://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/
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Local Contacts
Tom Becker
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Program Assistant
Charlotte County Extension Services – Community Services
25550 Harbor View Road, Suite 3
Port Charlotte, FL 33980
Phone: 941.764.4351
Fax: 941.764.4343
Thomas.becker@charlottefl.com
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/

Ralph E. Mitchell
County Extension Director/Horticulture Agent
Charlotte County Extension Services – Community 
Services
25550 Harbor View Road, Suite # 3                           
Port Charlotte, Florida 33980-2503
Phone: (941)764-4344
Fax: (941)764-4343
ralph.mitchell@charlottefl.com
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/

mailto:Thomas.becker@charlottefl.com
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/
mailto:ralph.mitchell@charlottefl.com
http://charlotte.ifas.ufl.edu/
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/


Project Updates & Contacts

• Website: CharlotteCountyFL.gov > Utilities > Projects

• Facebook: Facebook.com/ccutilities

• Contact #: 941-764-4300, ext. 3

• Contractor: Metro Equipment Services 305-740-3303
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Learn More - Q&A 
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