
 
MINUTES 

    SOUTH GULF COVE WATERWAY 
MUNICIPAL SERVICE BENEFIT UNIT 

 
ADVISORY BOARD REGULAR MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2022 
 

9:30 am – 12:53 pm  
Centennial Park Recretion Center 

1120 Centennial Boulevard, Port Charlotte, FL 
 

Board Members: Jenna Ginsberg, Chair 

David Gervais, Vice Chair  

 Thomas Merek 

 Patrick Gilchrist 

 Michael Harkins 

Members Absent: Thomas Merek, sent apologies 

County Staff:            Kimberly Kelley, Community Liaison 

 Zach Patchell, Project Manager 

 Brandon Moody, Water Quality Manager 

 Tome Shaaltiel, Charlotte Harbor Environmental Tech (CHEC) 

 Matt Logan, Project Manager 

Guests:                     Sign in sheet attached 

 
Call to Order / Roll Call:  
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. A roll call was taken, and a quorum was present.  
 
Changes to Agenda/ Motion to Approve Changes:  
None 
 
Citizen Input on Agenda Items (3 Minute Limit):  
None 
 
Approval of Minutes:  
Mr. Harkins motioned to change the incorrect spelling of Michael Kerbs last name to Krebs, 
seconded by Mr. Gilchrist, and the June 29, 2022, minutes were unanimously approved with 
changes. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
a) CHEC Presentation: Tome Shaaltiel from the Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center 

provided information regarding water quality testing. (Presentation attached) 
b) Water Quality: Mr. Moody explained the South Gulf Cove monitoring dashboard on the One 

Charlotte One Water webpage that is accessible on the Charlotte County website; 
www.charlottecountyfl.gov. It was noted that the West Charlotte Stormwater MSBU does 
fund water quality testing for all of west county. The Advisory Board unanimously approved 
that citizen input be opened. 

• Donald Shaurette provided a general statement regarding the water quality in South 
Gulf Cove. 

• Michael Bedmar inquired on the water quality after Hurricane Ian.  

• Dan Bonis recommended more locations for water testing.  

• John Osanitsch inquired on the target levels. 

• Anita Gross referenced a few locations recommended for testing.  
Citizen input was closed. 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/
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c) Existing Lock Maintenance/Cameras: Ms. Kelley stated that installation of the cameras was 
on hold at this time as staff reviews easement accessibility, noting Hurricane Ian has 
delayed regular operations as Public Works is performing recovery and clean-up. Ms. Kelley 
conveyed that the field supervisor stated there are less incidents and calls for him and his 
staff to help resolve at the lock with the lock tenders.

d) Parallel Lock/Lock Operation (tender/tender house): Mr. Pachell explained that the FWC
(Florida and Wildlife Commission) are not recommending construction of a parallel lock after 
their review) regarding manatee deaths. Staff and the consultant DMK have responded and 
are setting up a meeting to discuss as the Director of Public Works recommends to move 
forward with the parallel lock design. Mr. Harkins inquired if the Army Core of Engineer 
(ACOE) could approve without FWC, Mr. Gilchrist asked when does staff anticipate feedback 
from ACOE, and Ms. Ginsberg provided her opinion on options that she felt could be viable 
as a side-by-side lock seems to be redundant and the lock tenders being present are 
successful. She explained the following options: remove the lock entirely, have the existing 
lock totally overhauled, which could lead to a closure for a period, complete the parallel lock 
or build a second lock that is bigger and remove the old lock. There was additional 
discussion on all options presented and will be discussed further during the next Advisory 
Board meeting.

e) Interior Dredge/ Bathymetric Survey: Mr. Patchell provided estimates of an interior 
bathymetric survey and asked for recommendations. The Advisory Board discussed; Mr. 
Harkins motioned to approve $50,000 for the interior bathymetric survey, seconded by Mr. 
Gilchrist and unanimously approved. Mr. Harkins pointed out a small boat in the turn basin 
and shoaling. Mr. Patchell explained that staff will be looking to request FEMA 
reimbursement for dredging.

New Business: 
a) Financial Reports: The fiscal year (FY) 2022 quarter four actual expenditure, activity

maintenance and the adopted FY23 budgets reports were provided for review; there was
discussion on the upcoming FY24/25 budgets, and new activity reports. Mr. Harkins
provided the numbers of vacant and occupied lots in South Gulf Cove in comparison to
vacant water lots and occupied water lots, explaining the growth to come. There was
discussion of Harbor West paying into the MSBU, lock tender cost, supervision costs at the
lock, signage, marine radios and uniformity on how the lock is operated.

Citizen Input on MSBU Items (3 Minute Limit): 

• Anita Gross commented on the cost of moving forward with the parallel lock and the
Presidential Waterway being included in the bathymetric survey.

• Tom Brown stated he is in favor of the current lock closing and a complete overhaul of
the existing lock and is very happy with the lock tenders.

• Michael Krebs inquired on the utility lines to piggyback for cameras and noted damaged
signage.

• Allan Ashby conveyed that boat covers and lanai screens are still in the canal and
questioned when the waterway debris will be picked up.

• Peter Fisher stated that he was directed to email or call in to Public Works for locations
of waterway debris.

• Paul Clemniar recommended community input on the parallel lock.

• Mark Vaccaro commented on citizen input and options to receive such input.

Advisory Board Open Discussion:  
Mr. Patchell explained the waterway debris removal process and contract. Ms. Kelley explained 
the pros and cons of mail-in citizen input notices, noting that the meetings are publicly advertised 
in advance, encouraging Advisory Board members to seek input as they are representing the 
community. The Advisory Board will discuss community input during the next meeting and 
navigational trimming (bird island).  
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Charlotte Harbor Environmental Center Presents:

SOUTH GULF COVE
WATER QUALITY



Water Monitoring Collected
Data in the Past Year

Presentation of all 5 locations data result
measurements, including the new Dashboard.

Water Sampling Demonstration

Demonstration of the different tests conducted
while taking water samples.

Florida friendly landscaping
recommendations

Suggestions of different solutions that
can prevent further water pollution in
South Gulf Cove.

Agenda



Photo Credit: CHNEP
https://www.chnep.org/our-waters

CHARLOTTE
HARBOR
WATERSHED

Why do  we
monitor our
waterways?



1.Butterford

2. Zephyr

3. Interceptor

4. Staunton

5. Santa Cruz

Designated as a Class III-Marine -defined as waters
to be protected for the recreation, propagation, and
maintenance of a healthy, well-balanced population

of fish and wildlife.

SGC Sampling
Stations

1

2
3

4

5

1



Water Quality Indicators
What do we measure?

Bacteria Levels in the water

Fecal Coliforms
Changes from season to
season, tide, evaporation,
rainfall and more

Depth (ft)

% Saturation, How much
oxygen is available in the
water?

Dissolved Oxygen
Turbidity- How clear is the
water?

Secchi Depth
Acidity VS Alkalinity

PH

What are the salt levels in
the water? (fresh water,
marine water, estuary, etc.)

Salinity
Changes from season to
season, day time/ night
time, climate change,
storms, etc.

Temp

Nitrogen and Phosphorus
levels

Nutrients



Sampling Results
2009-2022

Dissolved Oxygen Indicator

345

Indicator for vitality of aquatic Life.
Depends on weather, temperature

and salinity. 

Highest level of D.O was on June 2021 and Lowest level of D.O was Sept. 2015 at Butterford. The rest of the station have
never gone lower than the minimum criteria. 
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Sampling Results
2009-2022

3

2

1

Novels and novellas I've worked onHighest level of PH of 8.4 was on Nov. 2012 at Stauton. Lowest level of PH of 7.1 was found on August 2010 at Butterford,
Zephyr and Interceptor. The acidity level in the water at all the stations are slightly alkaline. 

PH Indicator

345

21

Measures acidity levels in the water
(0-14).  Depends on organic materials
in the water, air pollution and weather.



Sampling Results
2009-2022

21
Novels and novellas I've worked on

Salinity Indicator

345

Measures salt quantity dissolved in the
water (ppt). Freshwater<1 ppt, saltwater

>30 ppt, Brackish water 1-29 ppt

Highest level of Salinity was found on May 2009 at Staunton. Lowest level of Salinity was found on August 2010 and
September 2022 at Butterford and Zephyr. In the summer months (wet season) the water is mostly fresher and in the winter

months (dry season) the water is mostly saltier. All the stations have Brackish water. 



 
 

Sampling Results
2009-2022

3

2

1

Secchi Depth Indicator

345

1

Measures turbidity and water clarity.
Depends on sediments in the soil,

plankton population and Algal blooms. 

Highest level of Secchi depth was found on June 2022 at Interceptor. Lowest level of Secchi depth was found on February
2020 at  Zephyr, Interceptor and Santa Cruz.  Secchi depth Levels fluctuate constantly throughout all the stations. Secchi

depth levels have risen in the past year, meaning there is more clarity and sunlight reaching the bottom.

2



Highest level of Phosphorus of 0.196 mg/L was found at
Butterford. Lowest level of Phosphorus of 0.006 mg/L

was found at Interceptor. Highest level of Nitrogen of 1.49
was found at Butterford. Lowest level of Nitrogen of 0.854

was found at Staunton.  

Measures Nitrogen and Phosphorus levels. Normal Nitrogen
level <2.02 mg/L. Normal Phosphorus level <0.31 mg/L .

Depends on Wastewater, Ag water and Storm water
*This Data was collected from the Myakka which discharges into SGC.

*The data shown is only from the last sampling on 9/15/22. 

Sampling Results 2009- 2022
2

1

Nutrients Indicator

3

4

5



Water Sampling
Demonstration

Photos from Benchmark Lab



Florida-Friendly Landscaping™
Recommendations for your
backyard

The 9 Principles of
Florida-Friendly
Landscaping™

Water conserving,
drought tolerate
landscaping, for

example- rain gardens

 Sara Weber
Local Specialist

Sara.Weber@charlottecountyfl.gov
 

Holly Bates
Master Gardener

Holly.Bates@charlottecountyfl.gov
 



Create a rain
garden

What else can we
do to protect our
waterways?

Water Quality Assessment Program:
Arielle Taylor-Manges

Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserves
Environmental Specialist

Arielle.taylormanges@FloridaDEP.gov
Office: 941-575-5861

Don't Spray
Pesticide or

Herbicide on your
lawn

Maintain Septic
System

Place Rip Rap
along water

Plant Buffer along
the canals

Become a
monthly water

quality volunteer
at Lemon Bay!



Resources
South Gulf Cove Water Quality Dashboard
https://ccgis.charlottecountyfl.gov/portal/apps/dashboards/3167c18f70404b6e82526a4b338f24b4
One Charlotte One Water https://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/one-charlotte-one-water/ONe 
CHNEP- Water Quality Improvement https://www.chnep.org/water-quality-improvement
The Water Atlas- CHNEP https://chnep.wateratlas.usf.edu/waterbodies/bays/330000/charlotte-
harbor
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP)- Water Quality Assessment Program-
https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-assessment
Florida Sea Grant- Harmful Algal Bloom, Clean Boating, Fisheries, and more
https://www.flseagrant.org/
The Florida Yards & Neighborhoods Handbook
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/materials/FYN_Handbook_2015_web.pdf 
The Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Guide to Plant Selection & Landscape Design
https://ffl.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_2015.pdf
Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ Guidelines for Community Associations: Considerations for
Selecting a Landscape Contractor and Writing an Effective Landscaping Contract
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/EP34700.pdf
Charlotte County Fertilizer Ordinance 
 https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/charlotte/docs/pdf/Fertilizer-Ordinance1.pdf

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fffl.ifas.ufl.edu%2Fmaterials%2FFYN_Handbook_2015_web.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CRalph.Mitchell%40charlottecountyfl.gov%7C796f4d0e1d65461fa8be08d9070b93f6%7C6e60678d3f1f4282a0336669a73e14ad%7C0%7C1%7C637548568597033339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mvnJntprafBcDIehYqrk1tiTW58SXQouJJD%2F%2BQ7rqdY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fffl.ifas.ufl.edu%2Fmaterials%2FFYN_Handbook_2015_web.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CRalph.Mitchell%40charlottecountyfl.gov%7C796f4d0e1d65461fa8be08d9070b93f6%7C6e60678d3f1f4282a0336669a73e14ad%7C0%7C1%7C637548568597033339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mvnJntprafBcDIehYqrk1tiTW58SXQouJJD%2F%2BQ7rqdY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fffl.ifas.ufl.edu%2Fpdf%2FFYN_Plant_Selection_Guide_2015.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CRalph.Mitchell%40charlottecountyfl.gov%7C796f4d0e1d65461fa8be08d9070b93f6%7C6e60678d3f1f4282a0336669a73e14ad%7C0%7C1%7C637548568597033339%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=l%2Faxki7hD2U3miHZc25JDblBBoO0nzo1xgO0Fmy%2FW10%3D&reserved=0
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/EP34700.pdf
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/EP/EP34700.pdf
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/media/sfylifasufledu/charlotte/docs/pdf/Fertilizer-Ordinance1.pdf


Thank you for taking care of
our waterways!

Tome Shaaltiel, CHEC
Michael Bednar, CHEC

Matt Logan, CC Public Works
Brandon Moody, CC Water Quality Manager

Adam Kay, CC Water Quality 
SGC WW MSBU
Benchmark Labs
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