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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 6/17/14 
 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 
The Charlotte Sports Park hosted one home game for the Charlotte Stone Crabs on Monday, June 9 with 
attendance being 1,787 fans. 
 
The Charlotte Sports Park hosted several games of the Prospect Wire Tournament from Saturday, 6/7, to 
Tuesday, 6/10. Games were played on three practice fields and in the stadium, with estimated attendance at 
1,600. 
 
Upcoming Events: The Charlotte Sports Park will be hosting the Prostyle Baseball Tournament on 6/14 & 6/15. 
Games will be played on two (2) practice fields.  
 
Harold Avenue Recreation 
Harold Avenue Recreation Center’s Summer Camp Space Cadets have begun to settle in comfortably with life 
in outer space. During last weeks’ space exploration the cadets were taken for quick adventure. During their 
travels they were able to visit the arcade clubhouse of one of space’s most playful, video savvy mice - Chuck E. 
Cheese. Their adventure did not stop there. After traveling light-years away, they were able to go on a forest 
adventure in a place called Madagascar. During their stay they encountered hippos, lemurs, giraffes, tigers, and 
other animals. As they prepared to leave, to their surprise, the animals threw them a party like no other. Who 
said life in space had to be dull and boring. In other news, Zumba, Tae Kwon Do, and Tai Chi continue to 
remain steady. 
 
Port Charlotte Beach and Recreation 
This past weekend we had an incredible turn out for “Dance with Daddy”! From past events and ticket pre-
sales, I was expecting around 70 to 75 participants. At the door, we had an additional 41unanticipated people 
for a total of 114 Girls and Dads! Thanks to the diligent efforts of staff and volunteers, everyone had food, drink 
and a wonderful time.  
 
The girls and their Dads decorated picture frames to hold the memories made dancing with Daddy and sang 
the night away! “Let it Go, Let it Go ….” Jane Ravella took pictures of EVERYONE, and we even had the Sun 
newspaper here. It was a great event!  
 
Coming up this week: 
Wednesday, June 11 we have 40 people from Public Works here for an early morning meeting. Then later in the 
afternoon we will have CCSO/NHW Azalea, 40 are expected. Friday, June 13 we will have a Wedding for 100 and 
then on Saturday we will have another Wedding for 120. Let the FUN BEGIN!!  
 
For the week of 6-4-14 through 6-10-14, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 396 paid admissions, was visited by 19 
pass holders and had 98 water aerobics participants. In addition, Staff conducted 5 private swim lessons. 
 
South County Regional Park and Pool 
Summer Camp wrapped up week 3 with 105 campers registered for the week at South County. They had an on-
site field trip from “Bisque It”, the paint your own pottery studio in Port Charlotte. Staff and campers are 
preparing for the LEGOLAND Field trip on 6/17. As of right now there are 65 campers from Harold and South 
County attending the trip. This was an additional trip booked for campers. The cost is $50 per child and 
includes admission to the park and charter bus transportation. The admission is a discounted rate through 
FRPA.  
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For the week of 6-1-14 through 6-7-14 South County Regional Park Pool had 818 paid admissions, 29 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 180 pass holders. The Bluefin’s held eleven practices with 
approximately 605 swimmers. 10 outside summer camps brought in approximately 564 swimmers. Also, South 
County Regional Park and Harold Avenue summer camps had approximately 270 swimmers. The Bluefin’s held 
a swim meet with approximately 150 in attendance. 
 
Oyster Creek Regional Pool 
For the week of 6-1-14 through 6-7-14 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 752 paid admissions, 90 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 129 pass holders. The Bluefin’s held five practices with approximately 
125 swimmers. Six local summer camps visited OCRP with a total of 210 campers. 
 
Extension Services 
*Newspaper Article for June 9th – “Follow the golden dewdrops” 
*Managers Meeting – June 9th - Administration Conference Room – Sports Park – 1 to 3 pm 
*Friends for Extension Meeting – June 12th – 11:30 am  
3-Year Agent Pack Reviews Due to Dr. Vavrina –June 13th  
 
Libraries and Historical 
If you have children, grandchildren or neighbor children be sure to tell them about the fun we are having at the 
Charlotte County Libraries this summer! This past week we had a program and over 100 children came and had 
a fun time. Each Library has free programs going on all summer so come and join in the fun and remember that 
everyone needs to keep reading all summer! 
 
The Dept. of Motor Vehicles is no longer providing print copies of the handbook for driver’s tests. We are 
excited to provide a new website in the libraries that provides online copies and print tests all for no fee. This 
has become a very popular service and we are glad to help our citizens drive safely. 
 
The Charlotte County Libraries are proud to announce that one of our staff were selected as the top winner in a 
recent “providing excellent customer service” campaign. Nan Lee who works at the Mid-County Library was the 
top winner. We like to think that each Library staffer brings a ready smile and excellent customer service to all 
visitors! 
 

Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance  

New secured access gates at Justice Center parking area will be completed this week. 

The roof replacement of the recreation building at Port Charlotte Beach Park is nearing completion. The 
remaining portion to be completed is the gutter work.  

Operations  

Accessibility Improvements have started at Ann Dever and East Englewood Parks. The parks will be open during 
the improvements of ADA parking, storm water and sidewalks. There will be ongoing construction activity for 
approximately two to three weeks. Activities in these areas will remain open but will be limited.  

Project Management  

Siemens has completed installation of the salt chlorination systems at South County Regional Park and 
Englewood's Ann Dever/Oyster Creek pools. This will result in significant savings due to the reduction in the 
amount of chemicals that need to be purchased to treat the pools. 

Updated plans have been received for the Port Charlotte Beach Park projects for floating dock, fishing pier, and 
boardwalk.  
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Public Safety 

Animal Control Officer Reannon Juergensen responded to location in South Gulf Cove regarding a dog in 
distress that was apparently stuck in a hole in heavy brush. The owner was frantic and contacted the Charlotte 
Co. Sheriff’s Office.  

Upon her arrival, she could hear the dog yelping intermittently but was unable to determine the location of the 
dog because of the heavy brush. Officer Juergensen performed a perimeter search to locate the dog but it was 
difficult as the dogs barking was muffled from being stuck in a hole. The dog was getting exhausted and 
overheated and was making less and less noise as time went on making it even more difficult to locate. 

After nearly 2hrs of searching, she finally located the dog. However, her real work was just beginning. Officer 
Juergensen had to crawl on her hands and knees to reach the dog. She then had to dig the dog out of the 
ground with her bare hands.  

After several minutes, she successfully removed the dog from the hole. Getting out of the woods proved to be 
a challenge as well. She had to cover the dogs face with her shirt so the dog would not get injured. Officer 
Juergensen had several scratches on her but the dog was fine. 

She finally reached an area where she could stand and successfully walked the dog out of the wooded area 
back into the arms of its very tearful and relieved owner. The dog “Junie” was covered in dirt and extremely 
tired. 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 
 
2014 County Paving Program - This program provides for the resurfacing of roads in Greater Port 
Charlotte and the Road & Bridge Districts. 2014 paving maps are available on the public Web site. 
Construction Contract: Ajax Paving, Projected Schedule: 02/03/14 – Late 2014  
 
Ajax Paving finished the final course of asphalt in the Olean 1 area and restoration is underway. The 
Contractor moved back into the Elmira 1 area, completed the asphalt removal and began paving in this 
area. Paving in the Elmira 1 area should be complete in approximately two weeks, weather permitting.  
 
Pipe replacement is underway in the Peachland 3 area; paving will follow.  
 
To date, approximately 46,378 tons of pavement has been placed in the Road and Bridge and the Greater 
Port Charlotte Districts. The amount of contract time that has elapsed is approximately 26.88% and the 
Contractor has completed approximately 46.43% of the work. 
 
Dredging - Northwest Port Charlotte Waterways – This project will facilitate safe navigation by 
providing new access channels into the waterway system connecting to the Myakka River navigation 
channel. This is a new channel, over one mile long, that extends and connects three waterways to the 
Myakka River channel. This project consists of design, engineering, permitting and construction of the new 
channel. Construction Contract: Marine Contracting Group, Projected Schedule: 07/07/2013 – Late Spring 
2014 
 
All dredging is complete and the final as-built survey was conducted the week of June 2, 2014. The 
Permitting agencies have been notified and the placement of new channel markers has been scheduled. 
 
Rotonda West Entry Features – This project will provide new signs at five (5) locations throughout the 
community. Signs will include landscaping and lighting. Funding is provided from assessments in the 
Rotonda West Street and Drainage Unit. Construction Contract: Keesling Construction, Construction 
Schedule: 04/14/2014 – July 2014 
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The Contractor is grading the project sites and conducting some utility work. Work underway off-site 
includes roof construction and fence welding.  
 
Sidewalks - Gardens of Gulf Cove – The Gardens of Gulf Cove MSBU Committee requested that 
sidewalks be installed from the current end of the sidewalk on Coniston Street to Englewood Road and on 
Coliseum Boulevard from Englewood Road to Drucker Circle. Construction Contract: Bonness, Projected 
Schedule: 04/24/2014 – 05/31/2014 
 
The Contractor completed this project 40 days ahead of schedule. No punch list items found and sidewalks 
are completed and accepted. 
 
Sidewalks - Rotonda Boulevards East & North - Three sidewalks are being funded through the Rotonda 
MSBU. Sidewalks will be installed from Parade Circle to Rotonda Circle on Rotonda Boulevard East, 
Rotonda Boulevard North and Rotonda Boulevard West. Construction Contract: Owen Ames Kimball, 
Projected Schedule: 01/06/2014 – May 2014 
 
Staff met with the Contractor on June 3, 2014 and provided a punch list. Punch list items should be finished 
within the next two weeks. 
 
Winchester Boulevard South Extension – This project includes the construction of a new four-lane 
connector from Placida Road to the Charlotte/Sarasota County line, with a direct connection to I-75 via 
River Road within Sarasota County. As construction progresses, the final design and permitting of the 
intersection of SR 776/Winchester will occur and the intersection improvements will be rolled into this 
project. Construction Contract: ZEP Construction, Projected Schedule: 11/25/2013 – Summer 2015 
 
Excavation is underway for the Flood Plain Compensation Pond north of SR 776 and west of Wilmington 
Boulevard. Trucks hauling the excavated material are using SR 776 and San Casa Drive as the haul route to 
transport the material into the Winchester Boulevard South construction site; the excavated material is 
being used as fill for the new roadway. Most the base fill is in place from Aloha Avenue to Concord Road on 
the new north bound lanes. The contractor is approximately 80% complete filling the new roadway between 
Aloha Avenue and Fruitland Road. 
 
The Contractor continues to install drainage pipes and structures for the new roadway; utility lines for both 
CCU and Englewood Water District are being placed. FP&L, Comcast, and FP&L Fibernet moved all power 
lines that were in conflict with the new roadway. The Contractor will now begin excavation within Oyster 
Creek Crossing in preparation for constructing the new box culverts. 
 

 
Construction Projects in Design or Negotiation 

 
Edgewater Drive Widening Phase Two – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor 
Boulevard and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central 
portion of the County and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three 
bridges (West Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five 
intersections, four of which will be roundabouts. Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, 
sidewalks/bike lanes, and landscaping. Design Contract: Southwest Engineering and Design, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: 10/14/2009 – Spring 2014, Procurement Process: Summer 2014, Projected 
Start of Construction: Summer 2014 
 
All required permits have been received. Signed and sealed plans were submitted to the County on April 28, 
2014 and project specifications were received May 15, 2014. Final edits were received June 3, 2014 and the 
bid package was submitted to the Purchasing Department for bid solicitation on June 6, 2014. 
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Sidewalks – Burnt Store Lakes - The South Burnt Store MSBU Committee requested sidewalks within the 
Burnt Store Lakes subdivision. This project will design and construct approximately 1.5 miles of sidewalks 
on Vincent Avenue from Boca Vista Road to Burnt Store Road and on Saragossa Lane from Cape Horn 
Boulevard to Burnt Store Road. Design Contract: Banks Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
01/06/2014 – September 2014, Procurement Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015 
The 60% design plans have been received and are under review. The MSBU committee met on May 13, 2014 
and requested an additional sidewalk to be installed on Rio Togas Road. Banks Engineering will provide a 
scope of services and fee schedule for the additional work. 
 
Sidewalks - Rotonda Boulevard West - Three sidewalks are being funded through the Rotonda MSBU. 
Sidewalks will be installed from Parade Circle to Rotonda Circle on Rotonda Boulevard East, Rotonda 
Boulevard North and Rotonda Boulevard West. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 08/18/2011 – 06/11/2013, Procurement Process: June 2014, Projected Start of Construction: 
Summer 2014 
 
Design plans have been reviewed by the utility companies. This project is expected to be submitted to the 
Purchasing Department by June 13, 2014 in preparation for bid solicitation. 
 
Sidewalks - South Gulf Cove – The South Gulf Cove MSBU Committee requested approximately 17 miles 
of multi-use pathways within the South Gulf Cove subdivision. Phase One includes the design and 
construction of approximately 2.7 miles of off-street pathways on Ingraham Boulevard from Gasparilla Road 
to Calumet Boulevard and on Calumet Boulevard from Ingraham Boulevard to St. Paul Drive. Design 
Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 01/06/2014 – 10/01/2014, Procurement 
Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015 
 
30% design plans are expected to be delivered by the end of June 2014. The Beautification Committee 
requested that benches and minimal landscaping be included in the design. Johnson Engineering prepared 
a scope and fee to add the benches and landscaping and staff is working on a change order to include the 
additional work. 
 
 

Coastal Projects 
 
Alligator Creek -6 Feet Dredging c391302 – The Alligator Creek Waterway MSBU Committee requested 
that the County design and apply for a permit to dredge the navigable waterways within the Alligator Creek 
MSBU to a depth of -6 feet MLW. It is anticipated that a significant amount of time may be required to 
negotiate with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to issue permits for the dredging 
within the Alligator Creek to more than a depth of -5 feet, which is the depth for the current permit. Design 
Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 01/06/2013 – Summer 2014, Procurement 
Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Spring 2015 
 
The geotechnical study and natural resource investigations are complete - no impact to sea grasses, hard 
bottom or oysters exists. Rock was located however no continuous rock is exposed at the surface. No rock 
shelf exists containing soft corals or other hard bottom habitats. 
 
The permit plans and exhibits were submitted to the permitting agencies in February 2014 and are under 
review. FDEP sent a Request for Additional Information (RAI) to the Consultant; a response was provided. 
The Mitigation/Public Interest plan was formulated and submitted to the permitting agencies for review. The 
ACOE sent an RAI as well and wants to combine this project with the Maintenance project. The Consultant 
is attempting to rectify this now. The fee for FDEP review of the project has been submitted for payment. 
Communications between the FDEP, ACOE the Consultant, and Charlotte County staff continues. 
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Alligator Creek Maintenance Dredging c390502 – The MSBU Committee requested that engineering 
services be sought to engineer, permit, construct and manage the removal of silt to existing permitted 
conditions and pursue seeking permits to increase the depth of the access/main channel to -6 feet Mean 
Low Water (MLW). If maintained to existing conditions (-5 feet MLW), the approximate volume of material to 
be removed is about 3,000 cubic yards. Design Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
01/06/2014 – Spring 2014, Procurement Process: Spring 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Summer 
2014  
 
The Army Corps of Engineer (ACOE) permits expired March 2014; re-authorization of project permitting is 
underway. Plans and specifications are complete pending any revised permit language required by the 
permitting agencies. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) permit was received 
however the ACOE permit application is still under review. The ACOE sent a Request for Additional 
Information as they want to combine this project with the Alligator Creek -6 Feet Dredging Project. The 
Consultant is attempting to rectify; this may delay maintenance dredging. The bid specifications will be 
reviewed by staff upon receipt. Communications with the permitting agencies continues. 
 
Buena Vista Grassy Point Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging provides 
continued safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, 
design and permitting to dredge the lateral channels and 500 feet into the interior canals to determine the 
amount of material needed to be removed to restore safe navigation. Design Contract: Johnson 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 02/01/2014 – Fall 2014, Procurement Process: Fall 2014, Projected 
Start of Construction: Late 2014  
 
Survey work was conducted the week of April 28, 2014 to obtain information on existing conditions that will 
facilitate the permitting and engineering of the project. Johnson Engineering completed the survey; the 
preliminary design is underway. Preliminary plans should be ready for review by the end of the week. 
 
Gulf Cove Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging provides continued safe navigation 
for citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to 
dredge the lateral/access channels and 100 feet into the interior canals. The amount of material to be 
removed will be determined as engineering and design progresses. Design Contract: TBD, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: May – Sept. 2014, Procurement Process: Early 2015, Projected Start of Construction: Summer 
2015  
  
The scope of services has been negotiated and the Consultant is in the process of gathering preliminary 
data. The initial survey is scheduled this month and the preliminary design will follow. 
 
Harbor Heights Waterway Maintenance Dredging - This project consists of maintenance dredging 
existing man-made canals and access channels to their permitted conditions to restore safe navigation 
within the waterway system. Design Contract: Stantec, Design/Permitting Schedule: 12/17/2013 – Spring 
2014, Procurement Process: June 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2014  
 
Staff reviewed the 80% design plans with the consultant; permitting strategies were discussed which lead to 
a streamlined permitting process. The permit application was reviewed the week of April 14, 2014 and 
submitted the week of April 21, 2014. The permit was received on May 8, 2014.  
 
Staff reviewed the bid specifications and the Consultant made final revisions; limited vegetation trimming, 
for line of sight/navigation, is being added to the contract. This project is expected to be advertised for bid 
in June 2014. 
 
Manchester Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging will be conducted in the 
Manchester, Ackerman and Hyattsville Waterways to provide safe navigation to the citizens who utilize the 
waterways. This project is located within Gasparilla Sound - Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserve. Design 



Page 7 of 8 

Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 12/15/2012 – 02/20/2014, Procurement 
Process: 02/20/2014 – May 27, 2014, Projected Start of Construction: June 26, 2014  
 
The pre-construction meeting was held on May 28, 2014 and Notice to Proceed was established for June 
26, 2014. The contractor has begun the initial site review and is developing an action plan.  
 
South Gulf Cove Turn Basin – The South Gulf Cove Waterway Committee requests to permit and 
construct a turn basin outside the lock complex to aid boaters in holding position while the lock is in use. 
From outside the lock the only existing location for vessels, of any substantial size and draft, to hold 
position is in the channel. Due to the channel width, this poses a potential hazard notably during high 
winds or seas. The creation of a turn basin will aid boaters by providing sufficient space to hold position 
until the lock is free of other vessels. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
06/01/2013 – Spring 2014, Procurement Process: Spring 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Summer 
2014  
 
The FDEP permit was issued, however the permit application is still under review by the ACOE. Due to the 
volume being dredged, the ACOE must seek approval from National Marine Fisheries (NMF.) The 
Consultants are making every attempt to work with ACOE and NMF to expedite the process. The ACOE 
indicated that the permit application review is nearing completion.  
 
A location was accepted as the spoil disposal site that may reduce the cost of hauling material, however 
due to the requirements communicated by State Park Staff in regards to this spoil site, staff requested that 
Johnson Engineering prepare a cost comparison between using State Park property and trucking the spoil 
to the landfill. 
 
Johnson Engineering completed the construction plans and the bid specifications; staff reviewed the bid 
documents the week of April 14, 2014. Johnson Engineering is in the process of revising the bid 
specifications to include modifications recommended by staff. Upon the receipt of the ACOE permit, this 
project will go out to bid for construction. 
 
 

Drainage Projects 
 
Charlotte Harbor Watershed Management - Stormwater Structures Phase 2 - This project shall 
follow Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) guidelines consistent with the District's 
Watershed Management Program. Three components are proposed: Topographic Information, Watershed 
Evaluation and a Watershed Management Plan. The Watershed Management Plan includes the installation 
of stormwater structures on Church Street and Bayshore Road (BMP 6) and on Harper Avenue (BMP 29) as 
Phase 1 of this project which is complete. Phase 2 includes the installation of stormwater structures on 
Central Avenue near Oakley Street (BMP 25), near Church Street (BMP 26) and near Main Street (BMP 42). 
Design Contract: Giffels-Webster Engineers, Design/Permitting Schedule: 02/06/2014 – June 2014, 
Procurement Process: Summer 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2014 
 
60% plans have been received and are being reviewed by staff.  
 
Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Niagara Waterway at Quasar NIA 5.09 - This project 
provides for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under Quasar 
Boulevard at the Niagara Waterway. As a result of the Stormwater Master Plan that was completed in 1998, 
it was determined that many of the existing water control structures were either undersized or had 
deteriorated since the 1960's when they were originally built. This particular structure will be properly sized 
and upgraded from two 48" metal pipes with a 44' weir to two 48" concrete pipes with a 20' weir. Design 
Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 05/01/2013 – June 2014, Procurement Process: 
Summer 2015, Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2015 
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The plans and permit application were submitted to SWFWMD on January 15, 2014 for approval. Johnson 
Engineering submitted the 90% design plans to the County for review; staff is preparing responses. 
Construction is funded in Fiscal Year 2015. 

 
 
Other Projects 

 
Sunshine Lake Water Level Control Structure - The purpose of this project is to design and construct a 
water control structure at the downstream end of the Sunrise Waterway to restore and enhance the water 
quality of Sunshine Lake. This project is being conducted in response to recommendations received from 
the Sunshine Lake Water Quality Study. Design: Public Works Engineering Division, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 04/17/2013 – 10/01/2013, Procurement Process: Summer 2014, Projected Start of Construction: 
Late Summer 2014 
 
The 2012 Sunshine Lake Water Quality Study, conducted by Atkins, focused on the potential causes of the 
existing and persistent algal blooms occurring in the Sunshine Lake/Sunrise Waterway, and recommended 
solutions toward restoring and enhancing the water quality of these water bodies. The study 
recommendations include the following actions: removal of the algal biomass, enhancing circulation by 
aeration, providing additional water input by well augmentation, and modification of lake levels by the 
addition of a water control structure. 
 
This project is intended to meet the lake level modification recommendation of the study. The control 
structure will be constructed at the large culvert at the Tamiami Trail frontage road, located at the 
downstream end of Sunrise Waterway. The structure will raise the water level in the water bodies eighteen 
inches, lessening algal growth due to seasonal lowering of water levels. The additional water depth and 
volume provides additional attenuation and dilution of runoff and will increase storage for suspended 
solids. Additional proposed improvements include upsizing the pipe crossing at Gertrude from the existing 
36” diameter to a 48” diameter storm drain, and increasing the number of pipe crossings at N. Tamiami Trail 
frontage road from one 72” to two 72” pipes. 
 
The Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) was issued November 4, 2013. Bid documents for construction 
are complete and will be submitted to the Purchasing Department for bid solicitation upon completion of 
the Sunshine Lake/Sunrise Waterway Algae Removal project (subject to funding.) 

 

Tourism 

Earned editorial coverage promoting Charlotte County as a vacation destination provides a trusted third-party 
endorsement for potential visitors. Staff from the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau attended the 
Travel Media Meetup in Birmingham last week (June 11) to meet with and pitch Charlotte County story ideas to 
20 members of the travel media based in the Birmingham area. Attending media represented a variety of local, 
regional and national print and electronic media. Staff returned with solid leads for potential story placement. 
Even better was meeting with travel journalists who have visited the area and having them tell other members 
of the media how wonderful the destination is. The event was offered through the Southeast Tourism Society.  

 


