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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 8/26/14 
 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 
The Charlotte Sports Park hosted the last two games of a six game home stand for the Charlotte Stone Crabs 
on the following dates with the attendance: 8/13 – 1481; 8/14 – 493. 
 
The Tampa Bay Rays Gulf Coast League hosted four games at the Charlotte Sports Park. The estimated 
attendance at these games was as follows: 8/11 – 20; 8/14 – 15; 8/16 – 40 (Doubleheader)  
 
Upcoming Events: The Charlotte Sports Park will host four games for the Tampa Bay Rays Gulf Coast League 
between 8/19 and 8/22, and host a three game home stand for the Charlotte Stone Crabs from 8/18 – 8/20. 
 
Harold Avenue Recreation 
Harold Avenue Recreation Center finished the 2014 Summer Youth Basketball League season with an awards 
banquet co-sponsored by Chili’s restaurant at Port Charlotte Beach on Saturday. Championship games were 
played prior to the banquet and included two upset wins by dark horse contenders. The Harold Men’s 
Basketball League also concluded its season on Sunday with a great game decided by five points in the final 
three minutes. Finally, Summer Camp ended on Friday with an ice cream social and the children, grades K-5 
enjoying a monster water balloon fight. It was a great summer for all patrons of the Harold Recreation Center.  
 
Port Charlotte Beach Pool and Recreation 
For the week of 8-13 through 8-19-14, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 164 paid admissions, was visited by 23 
pass holders and had 54 water aerobics participants. 
 
This past week we had four rentals; the first was a double meeting for McDonalds - 150 in attendance for each 
to make a total of 300; second was a festive Indian American Cultural Banquet with a special appearance by 
Visually Impaired Dancers; third was booked with interviews here for a county position, and last but not least, 
was a large Birthday Party for 150+ people. 
 
South County Regional Park and Pool 
For the week of 8-10-14 through 8-16-14 South County Regional Park Pool had 394 paid admissions, 46 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 119 pass holders. The Bluefins held six practices with approx.400 
swimmers. High School swim team and dive team held seven practices with approx. 200 participants. 7 outside 
summer camps brought in approx. 300 swimmers. Also, South County Regional Park summer camp had approx. 
120 swimmers.  
 
Extension Services 
*Newspaper Article for August 18th - “What to plant now…?” 
*Managers Meeting – August 18th – 1 pm – Sports Park 
*Public Information/Education - BMP's – 3 to 7 pm – Collaborative Effort with Utilities 
*Ambassador Program – August 20th - 9:10-12 noon Community Services - Tringali Recreation Center 
*Limited Commercial CD Training continues…9 a.m. – 12 noon – August 20th  
*Community roadway (gateways & thoroughfares) landscape beautification - Public Works Administration 
conference room, 7000 Florida Street Punta Gorda – 2 pm – August 20th  
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Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance   

Exterior siding, soffit, gutter, and stucco work is in progress at Tringali Gym and Recreation Center. This west 
county project is scheduled for completion by end of August.  

The office renovations needed for security upgrades at B-109 in Murdock are completed. The creation of a 
security vestibule to separate publically accessible areas from employee only areas in Fiscal Services is 
substantially complete.  

Operations   

Accessibility Improvement Projects suffered some delays last week but are still moving forward. We will be 
finishing Harold Ave Park and Port Charlotte Library this week. From there they are scheduled to move on to 
Tringali Recreation Center to begin demolition and construction of the front entrance improvements. 

Security enhancements to Building B have been in progress. The installation of bollards along the parking lot 
side entrance is now complete. 

Project Management   

An environmental permit has been submitted for review and approval to build a new floating dock at Port 
Charlotte Beach complex location. 

The request for letter of interest has been submitted to purchasing for renovations and repairs to the El Jobean 
fishing pier.  

 

Human Services 

Veterans Services  

Terry Keene attended a My Health -E -Vet training seminar presented by the American Legion national 
representative at Post 113 in Rotonda. The training explained enhanced eligibility and how to best utilize the 
system to manage your own care. Training and materials will be a valuable tool helping veterans. 

Family Services 

Financial Assistance 
Provided LIHEAP services to 21 clients in the main office during this period.  
1 home energy application was taken and approved for $300.00 in benefits.  
8 crisis applications were approved for $2,430.11 in benefits.  
2 households were provided with food from our food pantry. 

State Mandated Services  
2 Indigent cremations were approved, 3 new applications were received and 1 application is pending. 
11 HCRA cases are currently pending. 

Family Self-Sufficiency / Homeless Prevention & Rapid Rehousing 
1 FSSP quarterly assessment was conducted this week.  
5 ESG intakes were conducted this week.  
One household obtained safe and affordable housing this week. 

Housing  

SHIP  
Finalizing SHIP applicants to close out current fund balances. Anticipate completion by State F/Y end. 
Adding to waiting list for new funds.  
Completed SHIP Annual Report and generated Board Agenda item for 9/9/2014 
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Senior Division  

Senior Division added 2 clients to the Home Care for the Elderly Program; clients will receive a base of $ 106.00 
per month in addition to supportive services.  

Senior Division staff processed 1 Emergency Home Energy Assistance (EHEAP) client for an energy benefit of $ 
370.00. 

2-1-1 

New 211 staff attended the Charlotte County Government orientation and the CCHS quarterly meeting and was 
introduced to the Department staff. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 
 
2014 County Paving Program - This program provides for the resurfacing of roads in Greater Port Charlotte 
and the Road & Bridge Districts. 2014 paving maps are available on the public Website. Construction Contract: 
Ajax Paving, Projected Schedule: 02/03/14 – Late 2014  
 
The restoration on Rio Villa and Cooper Street begins Aug. 20, 2014. There will be an officer on site to assist 
motorists through this area; please use caution while traveling in these areas.  
 
The paving crew is scheduled to move into the Midway 8 area and resume paving on Monday, Sept. 1, 2014.  
  
To date, approx. 58,066 tons of asphalt has been placed in the Road and Bridge and the Greater Port Charlotte 
MSBU Districts. The amount of contract time that has elapsed is approx. 42.58% and the Contractor has 
completed approx. 57.74% of the work. 
 
Burnt Store Road (Phase III) Widening – Construction consists of widening Burnt Store Road, between the 
Lee County Line and a point north of Zemel Road, to a four-lane divided suburban typical section including 
stormwater management, drainage improvements, street lighting, 6' sidewalks on both sides of the roadway, 
utility relocations and additions. Construction is projected to be complete in September 2015. Construction 
Contract: Gibbs & Register, Projected Schedule: 03/10/14 – 09/10/2015  
 
The excavation of all 5 ponds and grading of swales continues. Work continues on the box culverts at the Clark 
Canal. Installation of four 54" pipes is underway near the Zemel Road/Burnt Store Road intersection. The box 
culvert at the Bear Branch Creek is almost complete and backfilling continues on the east side; the contractor 
began the excavation on the west side the week of Aug. 11, 2014. The contractor placed first lifts of stabilizer 
base on the northbound lanes. Crews are installing street lighting and IT conduit on the project’s east side. 
 
Manchester Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging will be conducted in the 
Manchester, Ackerman and Hyattsville Waterways to provide safe navigation to the citizens who utilize the 
waterways. This project is located within Gasparilla Sound - Charlotte Harbor Aquatic Preserve. Construction 
Contract: Marine Contracting Group, Construction schedule: 06/26/2014 – October 2014 
 
The contractor is on-site and maintenance dredging is underway. The barge is currently dredging near the S-
curve in the Ackerman/Lewis Creek Waterway. 
 
U.S. 41 Microtunnels / Weirs – This project involves engineering and permitting for the directional drilling of 
culverts under U.S. 41 at the Fordham, Elkcam, and Pompano Waterways, replacement of culverts at the North 
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and South U.S. 41 Access Roads, within the Pompano Waterway, replacement of a stand-alone weir across the 
Elkcam Waterway, north of the U.S. 41 Access Road, and replacement of a stand-alone weir across the 
Fordham Waterway, north of the U.S. 41 Access Road. Construction Contract: ZEP Construction, Projected 
Schedule: 11/18/2013 – 5/12/2015 
Pompano Waterway: Roads are open to all traffic. Zep will complete all punchlist items by September 11, 2014. 
 
Elkcam Waterway: Zep Construction is currently preparing the waterway for the rip rap foundations and to 
construct the concrete headwalls.  
 
Fordham Waterway: Huxted Tunneling crews are setting up equipment to prepare for the first of two 84" 
microtunnels under US 41. Zep Construction will begin installing concrete sheet piling for the new weir 
construction upstream of the northbound Access Road. 
 
 
Construction Projects in Design or Negotiation 
 
Sidewalks – Burnt Store Lakes - The South Burnt Store MSBU Committee requested sidewalks within the 
Burnt Store Lakes subdivision. This project will design and construct approx. 1.5 miles of sidewalks on Vincent 
Avenue from Boca Vista Road to Burnt Store Road and on Saragossa Lane from Cape Horn Boulevard to Burnt 
Store Road. Design Contract: Banks Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 01/06/2014 – September 2014, 
Procurement Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015 
 
The 60% design plans were received and are under review. The MSBU committee requested an additional 
sidewalk installed on Rio Togas Road. A change order was approved for the additional design, which is 
underway. Banks Engineering met with the MSBU on August 12, 2014, and reviewed the placement of the 
sidewalk on Rio Togas Road.  
 
 
Coastal Projects 
 
Pirate Harbor Access Channel – Dredging provides safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. 
This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to dredge 2,300 feet of access channel that was 
not covered under previous permitting. This project was originally presented to FDEP in 2003/04 however, at 
that time, FDEP did not view this project as favorable and it was removed from the original contract. Now that 
the Pirate Harbor rock ledges have been removed, the engineering and design of the Pirate Harbor Access 
Channel has been added to the previous contract and will require a standard general permit. The amount of 
material to be removed will be determined as engineering and design progresses. This project was 
recommended and approved by the Pirate Harbor Waterway Advisory Committee. Design Contract: Coastal 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 4/22/2014 – Summer 2015, Procurement Process: Summer 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2015  
 
The consultant completed the bathymetry and sea grass survey. The preliminary drawings were provided the 
week of July 14, 2014. A pre-application meeting was held Tuesday, Aug 12, 2014 to expedite the permit review 
process.   
 
Design Schedule - June 2014: Field work including bathymetry, jet probes, sediment sampling and sea grass 
mapping, July 2014: Data reduction and design plans, August 2014: Permit application, preparation and 
submittal, September 2014 - early 2016: Permit processing. 
 
 
Drainage Projects 
 
Charlotte Harbor Watershed Management - Stormwater Structures Phase 2 - This project shall follow 
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Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) guidelines consistent with the District's Watershed 
Management Program. Three components are proposed: Topographic Information, Watershed Evaluation and a 
Watershed Management Plan. The Watershed Management Plan includes the installation of stormwater 
structures on Church Street and Bayshore Road (BMP 6) and on Harper Avenue (BMP 29) as Phase 1 of this 
project which is complete. Phase 2 includes the installation of stormwater structures on Central Avenue near 
Oakley Street (BMP 25), near Church Street (BMP 26) and near Main Street (BMP 42). Design Contract: Giffels-
Webster Engineers, Design/Permitting Schedule: 02/06/2014 – August 2014, Procurement Process: Summer 
2014, Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2014 
 
The SWFWMD permit and the 90% design plans have been received; the design plans are under review by 
County staff. Technical specifications are expected by August 25, 2014. 
 
Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Niagara Waterway at Quasar NIA 5.09 - This project 
provides for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under Quasar Boulevard 
at the Niagara Waterway. As a result of the Stormwater Master Plan that was completed in 1998, it was 
determined that many of the existing water control structures were either undersized or had deteriorated since 
the 1960's when they were originally built. This particular structure will be properly sized and upgraded from 
two 48" metal pipes with a 44' weir to two 48" concrete pipes with a 20' weir. Design Contract: Johnson 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 05/01/2013 – 9/1/2014, Procurement Process: Summer 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2015 
 
The plans have been permitted by SWFWMD. Johnson Engineering submitted 100% design plans and 
construction specifications for County review. 
 
 
Other Projects 
 
Manasota Key Community Plan Design – The Manasota Key MSTU Committee requested the development 
of a Community Plan including, but not limited to, sidewalks, bike paths, crosswalks and lighting. The first 
phase of this project consisted of a conceptual master plan completed by Weiler Engineering in December 
2013. Phase 2 is the design of construction ready plans consisting of the top priorities as identified by the 
MSTU Committee. Design Contract: Weiler Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: July 2014 – Early 2015, 
Construction: N/A (Design Only) 
 
The survey of the project area is complete. A pre-application meeting was held with SWFWMD on July 31, 2014; 
County staff and Weiler Engineering staff were both in attendance to discuss project permitting requirements. 
30% plans are expected in September 2014. 
 

Tourism 

The Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau recently completed a series of short tourism videos in 
conjunction with WPEC-12 from West Palm Beach. Each week, “Road Trippin’,” hosted by chief meteorologist 
John Matthews, features five key aspects of a destination, “Stay, Eat, Fun, Secret and For Kids.” Punta Gorda 
was featured on August 2 and Englewood was featured on August 16. Vacation giveaways provided by area 
businesses, one each to Punta Gorda and Englewood, were held in conjunction with the on-air series and 
received more than 900 entries. The archived segments can be viewed at 
http://www.cbs12.com/shared/news/features/trippin/englewood/ and 
http://www.cbs12.com/shared/news/features/trippin/punta_gorda/ 

 


