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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 9/9/14 
 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The Charlotte Sports Park hosted the final two (2) games of the Charlotte Stone Crabs Season on the following 
dates/attendance: 8/28 – 992 and 8/29 – 1960.  

The Tampa Bay Rays Gulf Coast League hosted two (2) games at the Charlotte Sports Park. The estimated 
attendance at these games was as follows: 8/26 – 10 and 8/28 – 20.  

Harold Avenue Recreation 

The Harold Avenue Recreation Center is in the process of having the first wood floor installed in a Charlotte 
County Recreation Center. The community is buzzing with conversation about this upgrade to a facility with a 
rich basketball tradition. Installation is expected to be completed during the final week of September. 

Port Charlotte Beach Pool and Recreation 

For the week of 8-27 through 9-2-14, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 223 paid admissions, was visited by 23 
pass holders and had 85 water aerobics participants.  

South County Regional Park and Pool 

For the week of 8-24-14 through and including 8-31-14 South County Regional Park Pool had 369 paid 
admissions, 47 water aerobics participants and was visited by 179 pass holders. We held two swim meets this 
week with approximately 250 in attendance. We had one outside camp with 20 swimmers. The Bluefins held 
eight practices with approximately500 swimmers. High School swim team and dive team held seven practices 
with approximately 250 participants.  

Oyster Creek Region Pool 

For the week of 8-24-14 through 8-30-14 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 379 paid admissions, 136 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 117 pass holders. The Bluefin’s held 5 practices with approximately 75 
swimmers. The Lemon Bay High School Swim Team started practicing with 40 swim team members and held 5 
practices. L.A. Ainger Middle School Band rented the pool for two hours on Saturday and 100 kids attended 
the event. 

Extension Services 

Newspaper Article for August 25th - “Diverse texture, magnificent appearance - junipers” 

Extension Professionals of Florida (EPAF) Conference - Bay Point Wyndham Resort in Panama City, FL. August 
25th – 29th – In-Service Training and Will Receive Florida Association of County Agricultural Agent (FACAA) 
Search for Excellence Award – Landscape Horticulture 

Master Gardener Radio Program – August 26th – 10 to 11 am – WCCF-1580 – Program covered by Tom Becker 
and Master Gardener volunteers 

Newspaper Article for September 1st – “Genuine Florida carpenter ants” 

Parkside Tree Canopy Restoration Committee – September 2nd – 9 am – McGuire Park - Elkcam 
Groundbreaking Ceremony 

Libraries and Historical 

The Charlotte County Library System is proud to announce that during the month of September 2014 anyone 
that signs up for a new library card will receive a certificate good for a free sunset cruise with the King Fisher 
Fleet at Fisherman’s Village in Punta Gorda. These certificates must be used before Oct. 30, 2014 and 
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reservations are recommended for your sunset cruise. 

Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance  

Tringali Rec Center siding repairs are nearing completion, approximately 75 percent done. This project 
including final painting is expected to be finished by week of September 26.  

Repairs to the white aluminum roll-up window shutters at the third floor press level at Charlotte Sports Park 
were completed.  

Several large duplex valves necessary for pool backwash function were replaced at South County Regional Pool 
complex.  

Operations  

Improvements to the north side service area at Justice Center begin later this week. The project will add parking 
spaces, dedicated space for recycling dumpster, and a full-size loading zone. Safety bollards and a security 
light are planned, then new landscaping will complete this project.  

Project Management  

The low bid for the Anger Fishing Pier and Parking rehabilitation project was submitted by Bayshore 
Construction. 

The negotiations for the design of the Fire Training Facility are complete. Purchasing will process the approval 
documents and purchase order.  

The roof and doors were installed at South County Regional Park new concession stand project.  

The sidewalks at Carmalita Park were formed with projected completion of Sep 3rd. Upon completion, the site 
contractor will start the removal and replacement of the asphalt parking areas. The new concession stand 
building roof and doors were installed, drying in this facility. 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

 
2014 County Paving Program - This program provides for the resurfacing of roads in Greater Port Charlotte 
and the Road & Bridge Districts. 2014 paving maps are available on the public Website. Construction Contract: 
Ajax Paving, Projected Schedule: 02/03/14 – Late 2014  

Restoration work on Rio Villa and Cooper Street is complete and paving is underway within the Midway 8 
area (paving maps are available online.) 

To date, approximately 58,475 tons of asphalt has been placed in the Road and Bridge and the 
Greater Port Charlotte MSBU Districts. The amount of contract time that has elapsed is approximately 
45.59% and the Contractor has completed approximately 55.20% of the work. 

Winchester Boulevard South Extension – This project includes the construction of a new four-lane 
connector from Placida Road to the Charlotte/Sarasota County line, with a direct connection to I-75 via River 
Road within Sarasota County. As construction progresses, the final design and permitting of the intersection of 
SR 776/Winchester will occur and the intersection improvements will be rolled into this project. Construction 
Contract: ZEP Construction, Projected Schedule: 11/25/2013 – Summer 2015 

The contractor completed the Fruitland / Avenue of the Americas intersection as scheduled; the intersection 
was opened to traffic for the first day of school. Stop signs are in place for both Fruitland Avenue and Avenue 
of the Americas approaches to the intersection. Construction equipment is moving north and south on the 
Winchester Alignment so the crossing traffic must use caution within this intersection. Temporary stop signs 
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have been placed on the north and southbound approaches on Winchester Boulevard to improve the safety for 
both the motoring public and the construction personnel. 

Excavation of the Flood Plain Compensation Pond north of SR 776 and west of Wilmington Boulevard will be 
completed mid-September 2014. Trucks hauling the excavated material are using SR 776 to San Casa Drive, 
then to CR 775 (Placida Road) as the haul route to transport the material into the Winchester Boulevard South 
construction site. 

As the trucks enter and leave, the CR 775 right-hand northbound lane will be closed from north of the Buck 
Creek Bridge to the Winchester Boulevard intersection. This allows trucks to exit the project onto CR 775 and 
accelerate to the posted speed limit while not impacting northbound traffic on CR 775. 

The contractor is in the process of placing base material for the new northbound lanes from Fruitland Avenue 
north to Apple Valley Avenue. The Contractor continues to place fill dirt in the southbound lanes from Fruitland 
Avenue to Rifle Road.  

 

Coastal Projects 

 

Alligator Creek -6 Feet Dredging c391302 – The Alligator Creek Waterway MSBU Committee requested that 
the County design and apply for a permit to dredge the navigable waterways within the Alligator Creek MSBU to 
a depth of -6 feet MLW. It is anticipated that a significant amount of time may be required to negotiate with the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to issue permits for the dredging within the Alligator 
Creek to more than a depth of -5 feet, which is the depth for the current permit. Design Contract: Coastal 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 01/06/2013 – Late 2014, Procurement Process: Late 2014, Projected 
Start of Construction: Spring 2015 

The geotechnical study and natural resource investigations are complete - no impact to sea grasses, hard 
bottom or oysters exists. Rock was located however no continuous rock is exposed at the surface. No rock 
shelf exists containing soft corals or other hard bottom habitats. 

The permit plans and exhibits were submitted to the permitting agencies in February 2014 and are under 
review. FDEP sent a Request for Additional Information (RAI) to the Consultant; a response was provided. The 
Mitigation/Public Interest plan was formulated and submitted to the permitting agencies for review. The ACOE 
sent an RAI as well and wants to combine this project with the Maintenance project. The Consultant responded 
to the RAI and the fee for FDEP review of the project has been submitted for payment. Communications 
between the FDEP, ACOE the Consultant, and Charlotte County staff continues.  

The ACOE has determined that both this project and the maintenance project need to be reviewed for 
presence of the Smalltooth Sawfish. 

 

Alligator Creek Maintenance Dredging c390502 – The MSBU Committee requested that engineering 
services be sought to engineer, permit, construct and manage the removal of silt to existing permitted 
conditions and pursue seeking permits to increase the depth of the access/main channel to -6 feet Mean Low 
Water (MLW). If maintained to existing conditions (-5 feet MLW), the approximate volume of material to be 
removed is about 3,000 cubic yards. Design Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
01/06/2014 through Fall 2014, Procurement Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015  

The Army Corps of Engineer (ACOE) permits expired March 2014; re-authorization of project permitting is 
underway. Plans and specifications are complete pending any revised permit language required by the 
permitting agencies. The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) permit was received however 
the ACOE permit application is still under review. The ACOE sent a Request for Additional Information (RAI) as 
they want to combine this project with the Alligator Creek -6 Feet Dredging Project; this may delay 
maintenance dredging. The Consultant responded to the RAI and is attempting to rectify. The bid specifications 
will be reviewed by staff upon receipt. Communications with the permitting agencies continues. 
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The ACOE has determined that both this project and the -6 Feed Dredging project need to be reviewed for 
presence of the Smalltooth Sawfish. 

Buena Vista Grassy Point Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging provides continued 
safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and 
permitting to dredge the lateral channels and 500 feet into the interior canals to determine the amount of 
material needed to be removed to restore safe navigation. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: 02/01/2014 – Fall 2014, Procurement Process: Fall 2014, Projected Start of 
Construction: Late 2014  

The permit application was submitted to FDEP on July 23, 2014. FDEP sent the application to the Army Corps 
of Engineers (ACOE) and consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is likely for the Smalltooth 
Sawfish. 

Gulf Cove Waterway Maintenance Dredging - Maintenance dredging provides continued safe navigation for 
citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to dredge the 
lateral/access channels and 100 feet into the interior canals. The amount of material to be removed will be 
determined as engineering and design progresses. Design Contract: TBD, Design/Permitting Schedule: May 
2014 – Fall 2015, Procurement Process: Fall 2015, Projected Start of Construction: Late 2015  

The Consultant is gathering preliminary data; the bathymetric survey will be finalized the week of September 
15, 2014. Data reduction and design plans are anticipated by the end of September 2014.  

PROJECT SCHEDULE: August 2014 - Data Reduction and Design Plans 

September 2014 - Permit Application Preparation and Submittal 

October 2014 through Summer 2015 - Permit Processing 

Pirate Harbor Access Channel – Dredging provides safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. 
This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to dredge 2,300 feet of access channel that was 
not covered under previous permitting. This project was originally presented to FDEP in 2003/04 however, at 
that time, FDEP did not view this project as favorable and it was removed from the original contract. Now that 
the Pirate Harbor rock ledges have been removed, the engineering and design of the Pirate Harbor Access 
Channel has been added to the previous contract and will require a standard general permit. The amount of 
material to be removed will be determined as engineering and design progresses. This project was 
recommended and approved by the Pirate Harbor Waterway Advisory Committee. Design Contract: Coastal 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 4/22/2014 – Early 2016, Procurement: Summer 2015, Projected Start 
of Construction: Fall 2015  

The consultant completed the bathymetry and sea grass survey. The preliminary drawings were provided the 
week of July 14, 2014. A pre-application meeting was held Tuesday, Aug 12, 2014 to expedite the permit review 
process. The permit application will be submitted following the next MSBU meeting, where we will discuss and 
develop the mitigation strategy based on the information provided by the agencies.  

Design Schedule - June 2014: Field work including bathymetry, jet probes, sediment sampling and sea grass 
mapping, July 2014: Data reduction and design plans, August 2014: Permit application, preparation and 
submittal, September 2014 - early 2016: Permit processing. 

 

Drainage Projects 

DeSoto Canal Bank Restoration and Stabilization Phase 2 - Subsequent to clearing the canal banks it 
was discovered that the slopes had degraded resulting in erosion. Design and reconstruction of the slopes is 
necessary to prevent future degradation. Phase 2 includes the continuation of bank restoration to Harbor View 
Road. Design Contract: Tetra Tech, Design/Permitting Schedule: 06/08/2012 – 04/01/2014, Procurement 
Process: July 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Summer 2014 

The Construction Contract is advertised for bid. The pre-bid conference is scheduled September 8, 2014 with 
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bid opening scheduled October 1, 2014. 

Maintenance & Operations  

August 25 – 29, 2014 

There were 40 new work requests for service during this time period.  Most of the requests were for drainage 
work and brush trimming; some requests for debris removal from the right of way, and pothole repairs. 

An outfall crew installed 36 linear feet of reinforced concrete pipe, armored on Foote St. in the Midway 7 
section ahead of the 2015 GPC paving program. 

An outfall crew installed 64 linear feet of 19” x 30 “ concrete road crossing pipe at Beech Rd. in the Ridge 
Harbor area. 

In Greater Port Charlotte, a drainage crew completed 6,000 square feet of line and grade on Dewitt St. and 
2,000 square feet on Weaver Ave. A second crew completed 7,550 square feet of line and grade on Le June St. 
between Rothschild Ave. and Coral Sea Ave. and 6,052 square feet of line and grade on Chevy Chase St. 
between Mensh Terr. and Kenwood Terr. 

A drainage crew completed 6,000 square feet of line & grade at Winfree St & Winchell Ave in Gulf Cove. 

A drainage crew completed 3,850 square feet of line and grade on Badalona at Alcazar in Burnt Store Village. 
The crew also completed 7,060 square feet at Cuiaba Dr. and Guapore Dr., and another 3,600 square feet on 
Tiera Del Fuego Cir, both in Deep Creek. 

The Grapple truck removed 4,000 pounds of debris from rights-of-ways within the County. 

Pest Management (Measurements for the Month of August 2014) 

Mosquito Control 

1. Number of acres treated = Adulticide Treatment/ 84,480 (Aerial) 191,440 (Ground)  

            Larvicide Treatment/ 4,416 (Aerial) 240 (Ground) 

2. Landing rate counts = 1039 

3. Trap counts = 5447 

4. Citizen requests = 101 

5. Tire collection/source reduction = No tires collected In August 2014 

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

1. Number of sites treated = 90 

2. Wetland mitigation sites maintained = 1 site treated 

3. Number of sites inspected = 122 

Tourism 

During last month's Charlotte County Hospitality Association meeting (Aug. 27), the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & 
Convention Bureau coordinated a cooperative advertising preview event for Fiscal Year 2014-2015 for members 
of the Charlotte County tourism community. Co-op advertising is a cost-effective way to purchase advertising 
in media outlets such as in print and electronic publications. Chip Futch, marketing director for the Bureau, 
presented an overview of advertising opportunities for the upcoming fiscal year. A representative from the 
Bureau’s creative agency as well as several publication representatives were also on hand. An online co-op ad 
fair will be held online Sept. 29. 

 


