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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 10/14/14 
 

Community Development 

Gayle Moore, Administrative Assistant and Clerk to the Marine Advisory Committee was publically recognized 
by the Marine Advisory Committee during their regular monthly meeting on Thursday October 9th 2014 for the 
excellent job she does supporting this committee. The MAC is one of the largest advisory groups in the County 
and is made up of 21 members tasked with evaluating and reviewing marine-related matters for the County. 
Gayle supports the group by recording their meetings, preparing minutes and meeting packets among many 
other duties. If anyone is interested in learning more all meetings are open to the public and for more 
information, visit our website at http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/Boards-Committees/MAC/Pages/default.aspx 
or call Gayle on 941-623-1094 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The Charlotte Sports Park hosted the final game for the Tampa Bay Rays Instructional League on 9/29. 
Estimated attendance was at 25. 

Upcoming Events: The Charlotte Sports Park will be hosting several games of the Perfect Game Tournament 
from 10/10 – 10/12. Games will be played on five (5) practice fields and in the stadium.  

Port Charlotte Beach Pool 

For the week of 10-1 through 10-7-14, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 74 paid admissions, was visited by 31 
pass holders and had 10 water aerobics participants.  

This past week October 3 and 4, we had the United Way/ UPS fishing Tournament Fund Raiser which happened 
to be a Co-Sponsored Event. On Friday there were over 90 hopeful fishermen here for refreshments and dinner 
at the Captains Meeting. They received goodie bags, rules and measuring tapes for the digital tournament. 
Saturday, was the digital weigh in. There was a band and Raffle prizes and awards. The awards banquet boasted 
over 130 in attendance. 

South County Regional Park and Pool 

For the week of 9-28-14 through 10-4-14 South County Regional Park Pool had 169 paid admissions, 49 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 163 pass holders. We had a high school swim meet with approximately 
100 in attendance. The blue Fins held five practices with approximately 350 swimmers. High School swim team 
and dive team held seven practices with approximately 280 participants.  

Oyster Creek Pool 

For the week of 9-28-14 through 10-4-14 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 90 paid admissions, 125water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 83 pass holders.  The Bluefin’s held 4 practices with approximately 100 
swimmers. The Lemon Bay High School Swim Team held 4 practices with 40 swimmers at each practice. The 
Charlotte County High School Swim Team Championship Meet was held at Oyster Creek Regional Pool on 
Saturday October 4th. There were approximately 200 swimmers, coaches and parents at the event. 

Extension Services 

Newspaper Article for October 6 - “Meet some native vines – spine and twine” 
Parkside Tree Canopy Restoration Committee - Cultural Center President's Room – October 7  
Dr. Sanjay Shukla – October 8 – Sunshine Lake BMP’s 
Port Charlotte Garden Club Talk – “Caladiums and Grotons” ---Tom Becker, October 9  
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Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance 

Structural integrity evaluation and repairs will be completed by Friday to remedy damage on pavilion at 
Harbour Heights Park, one piling burned through completely.  

Operations 

The Justice Center Service Area Renovations are about 85 to 90 percent complete.  

Punta Gorda Library Accessibility Improvements of the ramp and sidewalk started on the 6th and will take 
about two more weeks for completion. 

Chadwick Park and Englewood Beach accessibility improvements are about 95% complete, final striping and 
inspections remain to finish that project. 

Rebecca Neal Owen’s Harbour Heights Meal site accessibility ramp is installed and just waiting on handrail and 
paint to finish this project. 

Project Management   

Both Harold Ave Concession Buildings have earned The Florida Green Building Coalition’s “Florida Green” 
Commercial Building certification. This achievement demonstrates Charlotte County's commitment to 
construction practices that reduce the negative environmental impacts of the building, improve occupant 
health and well-being, and reduce operating costs for the owner. In it's report "The Business Case for Green 
Building" the World Green Building Council identified these and additional benefits of green buildings. 

Human Services 

All Human Services staff have committed to attending the Mental Health First Aid course offered to community 
partner agencies through Charlotte Behavioral Health Care. Half of the Human Services’ Department staff 
attended the 2 day training this past week and the remaining staff will attend the course in early November. 
This course is designed to teach lay people methods of assisting someone who may be in the early stages of 
developing a mental health problem or in a mental health crisis.  

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 
 
Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Dorchester Waterway at Kenilworth DOR 4.89 - This 
project provides for the design, permitting, and construction of a stormwater control structure under 
Kenilworth Boulevard at the Dorchester Waterway. As a result of the Stormwater Master Plan that was 
completed in 1998, it was determined that many of the existing water control structures were either undersized 
or had deteriorated since the 1960's when they were originally built. This particular structure collapsed in late 
November 2013. This structure will be upsized from two culverts to two 8'x10' box culverts. Construction 
Contract: Lovin Construction, Construction Schedule: 9/15/2014 – 12/31/2014 
 
Construction is underway. The bypass pipe on the east side and the temporary drain pipes on the west side 
have been installed and dewatering has begun.   
 
Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Sunset Waterway at Forrest Nelson Blvd SUN 3.65 – 
This project provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Forrest Nelson Boulevard, 
between Quesada Avenue and Corktree Circle, at the Sunset Waterway. As a result of the Stormwater Master 
Plan that was completed in 1998, it was determined that many of the existing water control structures were 
either undersized or had deteriorated since the 1960's when they were originally built. This particular structure 
will be replaced with three 8’x10’ box culverts to increase flow capacity. Construction Contract: Quality 
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Enterprises, Construction Schedule: 05/19/2014 – 10/13/2014 
 
Construction is underway; all of the 54 box culvert sections have been installed. The road base has been 
completed and final paving is scheduled for 10/10/2014. Rainy weather delayed this project by a couple weeks.  
 
Construction Projects in Design or Negotiation 
 
Charlotte Harbor Gateway Harbor Walk, Phase One – This project is to design and construct pedestrian 
and boater access to Charlotte Harbor. The Charlotte Harbor Community Redevelopment Area (CHCRA) is 
interested in providing continuous pedestrian access from Bayshore Live Oak Park to Chester Roberts Park and 
to improve boater access to the harbor. Design Contract: Kimley-Horn & Associates, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 06/17/2009 – 03/18/2011, Procurement Process: August 2014, Projected Start of Construction: 
November 2014. 
 
The County is utilizing Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Local Agency Program (LAP) Funds to 
construct this project. The FDOT LAP Agreement was approved by the Board of County Commissioners on June 
24, 2014 and returned to FDOT for execution.  
 
Staff submitted the required documents to FDOT to proceed with the construction contract; the County is 
anticipating comments/approval from FDOT; more information will be provided as it becomes available. 
 
Staff will be utilizing CEI (construction, engineering and inspection) services for this project to ensure 
compliance with federal rules and requirements. On October 7, 2014 the County tabulated submittals for the 
CEI contract and CDM Smith was selected to perform CEI. The CEI contract will be presented to the Board of 
County Commissioners on October 28, 2014. Negotiations for project scope and fees will begin once the 
contract is awarded. 
 
Edgewater Drive Widening Phase Two – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor Boulevard 
and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central portion of the 
County and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three bridges (West 
Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five intersections, four 
of which will be roundabouts. Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, sidewalks/bike lanes, 
and landscaping. Design Contract: Southwest Engineering and Design, Design/Permitting Schedule: 10/14/2009 
– 6/3/2014, Procurement Process: June – October 28, 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015. 
 
Bids were received, opened and tallied for the construction contract, with Owen-Ames-Kimball being the 
lowest, responsive, responsible bidder. The construction contract will be presented to the Board of County 
Commissioners on October 28, 2014 for approval. A pre-construction meeting will be scheduled once the 
contract has been awarded. 
 
GPC Bridge Rehab – Sheehan Blvd Over Yale Waterway – This project will rehabilitate the existing Bridge 
on Sheehan Boulevard over the Yale Waterway. The existing Bridge was built in 1968 therefore the Bridge deck 
and rails are substandard. Sales tax funds will supplement MSBU funds allowing for the inclusion of sidewalks 
on both sides of the Bridge. The rehabilitation will widen the structure to accommodate sidewalks, replace the 
bridge deck and install a barrier wall. The proposed design includes sidewalks on both sides of the Bridge and 
allows the bridge to be a segment of the horizontal curve, maximizing the bridge deck area. Design Contract: 
Southwest Engineering and Design, Design/Permitting Schedule: 09/10/2012 – Fall 2014, Procurement Process: 
Fall 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015 
 
100% design plans were received and are under review. CCU completed the watermain design to connect 
existing watermains on either side of the bridge. The proposed watermain will be supported on the Bridge.  
 
With the utility design complete, the bridge rehabilitation project will be submitted to the Purchasing 
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Department in preparation for bid solicitation. 
 
Parkside - Harbor Boulevard Improvements (U.S. 41 to Olean Boulevard) Phase 2 – Phase 2 design 
includes roadway improvements consisting of a four lane divided roadway with a 16’ – 20’ raised median that 
will provide for safer turning movements, 8’ – 10’ multi use paths on both sides, landscaping, decorative 
lighting, wayfinding and a gateway feature. Utility improvements are included in this project. Design Contract: 
Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 11/12/2013 – Late 2014, Procurement Process: Early 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Spring 2015 
 
Research findings regarding the possibility of running FPL power lines underground along Harbor Boulevard as 
part of the Harbor Boulevard Enhancement project will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners on 
November 12, 2014.  
 
Notification was received from Southwest Florida Water Management District on October 7, 2014 that the 
permit exemption was approved.  
 
Charlotte County staff is currently reviewing the 60% design plans and is preparing comments. 
 
Tom Adam’s Bridge – Phase 2 of the Tom Adams Bridge Rehabilitation will replace the existing tender house, 
electrical, and mechanical equipment. The proposed Tenderhouse will provide a gateway to the Manasota Key 
will feature a standing seam roof color coordinated with the bridge and large observation windows designed to 
withstand hurricane winds. The proposed Tenderhouse will provide visibility of traffic and pedestrians 
approaching the structure when the bridge is being opened or closed. Currently, the bridge tender's view is 
obstructed. The existing Tenderhouse will be removed providing a scenic outlook for pedestrians. The existing 
concrete railing and guardrail will be removed and replaced with a steel traffic barrier and aluminum handrail, 
which will allow for widening the sidewalk to a minimum of five (5) feet. The sidewalk surface will be topped to 
correct slope and alignment issues, making it easier for pedestrians to cross the bridge. The rehabilitation will 
also replace the existing Traffic Gates, Traffic Signals, the approach slabs (concrete slab which connect the 
bridge to the roadway), abutment wall cap, slope pavement (surface under the bridge approaches), plus the 
bridge will be repainted. Design Contract: Charlotte Engineering & Surveying, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
07/02/2012 – Summer 2014, Procurement Process: Late 2014, Projected Start of Construction: Early 2015 
 
Final design plans were received on July 11, 2014. All permit applications have been submitted to the 
permitting agencies and the final plans, project specifications and cost estimates have been reviewed. Bid 
documents are being prepared to submit to the Purchasing Department in preparation for bid solicitation. 
Drainage Projects 
 
Newgate Waterway Spoil Removal - The Newgate Waterway has several large silt deposits and overgrown 
vegetation within the limits of the water line. This accumulated material is causing an adverse impact on the 
stormwater conveyance system and needs to be removed. Approximately 8,000 cubic yards of material will be 
removed from the waterway approximately 3,400 feet from Jennings Boulevard to east of David Boulevard. 
Design Contract: Stantec, Design/Permitting Schedule: 02/01/2013 – 8/30/2014, Procurement Process: 
September 2014, Projected Construction Schedule: December 2014 – March 2015 (during dry season) 
 
A consultant has been retained to perform the permitting, surveying, and relocation requirements to protect 
and relocate tortoises from the project site as required by law.  
 
As we are anticipating construction to start in December 2014 during the dry season, the gopher tortoise 
survey (which is only good for 90 days) will be completed around the end of September 2014. 
 
The final plans and bid specifications (bid package) is in the Purchasing Department undergoing review prior to 
bid solicitation. 
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Maintenance & Operations  
 
October 1-7, 2014:  
There were 66 new work requests for service during this time period. These calls were for Drainage work, Brush, 
Illegal Dumping and potholes. 

• 120 linear feet of small pipe road crossings (under 30”) were replaced as well as armor, cleanup, and 
stock more jobs with pipe in Greater Port Charlotte. 

• 80 linear feet of small pipe was replaced on Sweet Gum Dr. at Beech Rd. and Alder Rd in the Punta 
Gorda Nonurban District. 

• The flail mower cut 17,333 cubic yards in Greater Port Charlotte and 8,820 cubic yards in Peace River 
Shores, 10,700 cubic yards in Gulf Cove, and 11,800 cubic yards on Placida Rd. 

• 13,600 square feet of line and grade was completed in Greater Port Charlotte, 14,550 square feet of line 
and grade was completed in South Gulf Cove, and 6,800 square feet of line and grade was completed 
on Recife Dr. at Deep Creek Blvd. 

• 7000 pounds of debris was removed from the Northwest Port Charlotte area. 
• 62,500 square feet was mowed using the Menzi Muck Mower in primary drainage ditches throughout 

the County. 
• ADA pads were re-attached on Peachland Blvd. from Loveland Blvd. to Cochran Blvd. (over 250 tapcons 

used) 
• Call tracker completed regarding oak trees obscuring a traffic light on SR 775 at Merchants Crossing. 

 
 
Pest Management  
 
September 1-30, 2014:  
Mosquito Control 
1. Number of acres treated = Adulticide Treatment/ 84,480 (Aerial) 191,440 (Ground)  
       Larvicide Treatment/ 4416 (Aerial) 240 (Ground) 
2. Landing rate counts = 1039 
3. Trap counts = 5447 
4. Citizen requests = 101 
5. Tire collection/source reduction = No tires collected In August 2014 
 
Aquatic Weed Control 
1. Number of sites treated = 90 
2. Wetland mitigation sites maintained = 1 site treated 
3. Number of sites inspected = 122 
 

Tourism 

Two segments on various things to do in Punta Gorda have recently been featured on the television segment 
“Florida on a Tankful” (http://mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/on-the-town/travel/florida-tankful.html) 
thanks to the coordination by the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau. The tourism office 
coordinated the host’s, Scott Fais, visit last month (Sept. 15 – 17) in which he filmed several, short segments. 
Stories that have aired are about the Peace River Wildlife Center and Parks that Teach, which is coordinated by 
Charlotte County UF/IFAS Extension Services and led by a University of Florida Master Gardener. “Florida on a 
Tankful” is a regular TV segment which airs on Bay News 9 in Tampa and News 13 in Orlando. Florida on a 
Tankful is aired on both stations as well as available On Demand through BrightHouse and aired in 11 million 
households from New York to Hawaii. Additional segments filmed include Muscle Car City and TEAM Punta 
Gorda’s Bicycle Loan Program. He’ll return in December to film segments on the Christmas Canal Cruise, 
bicycling in Punta Gorda, and Punta Gorda’s new outdoor exercise equipment. This type of media coverage 
keeps Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands visible in key feeder markets and encourages visitation to the 
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destination.  

http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/on-the-
town/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2014/9/19/peace_river_wildlife.html  

http://www.mynews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/on-the-
town/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2014/10/1/punta_gorda_green_th.html  

 

Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau staff attended two days of ABAV by Feiras Das Americas 
(Tourism Fair of the Americas, the Brazilian Association of Travel Agents) and met with several tour operator 
representatives interested in sending business to Charlotte County. Meetings were arranged by Joseph Walker 
of International Travel Marketing Solutions, who represents Charlotte County in Brazil. The new Portuguese 
shopping, dining and attraction smartphone app, done in conjunction with Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee and Collier 
Counties, was introduced during the show and well-received by the operators who wanted to download it 
immediately. It will be ready for download in early 2015. U.S. inbound travel from Brazil reached 1.79 million in 
2012, a 19% growth over 2011 and is projected to increase by 70% by 2018. (U.S. Department of 
Commerce/Office of Travel & Tourism Industries). According to Visit Florida: ABAV (is considered the major 
tourism event in Brazil. This year, ABAV attracted approximately 41,000 industry professionals from South 
America alone, whose primary objective was to secure business opportunities and commercial alliances. 

 

 


