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Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

*The Charlotte Sports Park will be hosting the Southwest Florida Regional Summit in the hospitality suites on 
Friday, February 13, from 8:30 AM – 3:30 PM.  

*The Charlotte Sports Park will host three (3) games of the Snowbird Classic. These games will be played on 
Friday, February 13, at 12:00 PM (Pittsburgh vs St. Louis), 3:00 PM (Kansas State vs Iowa), and 6:00 PM 
(George Mason vs. Ohio State).  

Harold Avenue 

We are on the move, we are in the groove, come on let’s SCORE - TEAM - SCORE! Last weekend the 
participants of the Youth Basketball Winter League dribbled their way into week 10 ending the regular season. 
Throughout the course of the two days words of encouragement filled the air as coaches, players and 
spectators cheered their teams on in hopes of a victory. Congratulations go out to the Spurs of the 11-12 age 
brackets for their 10-0 regular season! With playoffs less than a week away the teams still have a chance to 
regroup and finish strong for in the playoffs it’s anybody’s game.  

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation and Pool 

This Past weekend, we had lots of action at Port Charlotte Beach inside and out. Thursday we started the 
event with a “kick-off”, for the 2015 Charlotte Harbor Regatta. The park was buzzing with people enjoying the 
weather and activities, I would have to say anywhere from 500 to 1200 people made their way through the 
park this weekend each day. Port Charlotte Beach Recreation was host to the Regatta Appetizer event on 
Friday night, Regatta Dinner event on Saturday night and an Awards Bar-B-Q on Sunday. 

For the week of 2-4 through 2-10-15, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 176 paid admissions, was visited by 45 
pass holders and had 123 water aerobics participants. In addition staff conducted one series of (5) adult 
private swim lessons. 

South County Regional Park and Pool 

For the week of 2-1-15 through 2-7-15 South County Regional Park Pool had 93 paid admissions and was 
visited by 136 pass holders. We only had about 3 water aerobics participants this week due to the cold 
weather in the mornings. The blue Fins held eight practices with approximately 400 swimmers.  

Oyster Creek Regional Pool 

For the week of 2-1-15 through 2-7-15 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 116 paid admissions, 159 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 127 pass holders.  The Bluefin’s held 5 practices with approximately 
125 swimmers.   

Extension Service 

Newspaper Article for February 9  – “Jewelry in the garden – the necklace-pod” 
Charlotte Soil & Water Conservation Board – February 9  
2015 MG Interviews – February 10  
Collier County Master Gardener Training - pruning for woody ornamentals– Feb. 11  
2015 MG Interviews – February 12  
Landscape Gardening Series – February 13  – “Botanical Gardens” 
State Fair Youth Poultry Skilathon – February 14 - Tampa 
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Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance  

Preparation work is continuing at Charlotte Sports Park.  Work done this week included repairs to water 
heaters in Minor League Clubhouse.  

Several electrical work projects were completed at Bayshore Live Oak Park restroom, parking lot lights at Fire 
Station #7 on Mooney Avenue, Punta Gorda, and engine bay lighting at Fire Station #2 on Collingswood 
Blvd, Port Charlotte.  

Operations  

At the Historical Courthouse building, new cement sidewalks and ramp were poured and are now complete. 
Paver transitions and surround grades will be addressed and prepared for sod.  The railings are in fabrication 
and will be the last item of this project to finish before final inspections.  

Project Management  

Staff conducted Facilities bi-monthly project coordination meeting with the Sheriff's Office staff, covering a 
wide range of projects and discussion. 

The piling repair and construction of the Anger Park parking lot is continuing . 

The asphalt demolition and sports court demolition has begun for the Harbor Heights Park drainage, parking 
and sports courts improvements project.  

The Harbour Heights Boat Ramp  design scope of work second revision has been sent to the consultant, 
Weiler Engineering. 

The drawing layout has begun for the El Jobean fishing pier project 

 

Human Services 

Veteran Services staff connected the Englewood Home Depot with an 84 year old Korean War Veteran who 
recently broke his back in a fall. The Englewood Home Depot graciously provided volunteers to help with 
landscaping, painting and minor maintenance at the veteran’s residence at no expense to the veteran.  

Team Depot, The Home Depot’s associate-led volunteer force, uses the time and talents of associates to 
meet veterans’ housing needs through hands-on service. Team Depot Captains in each store coordinate 
volunteer efforts through non-profit organizations to benefit veterans in their local communities that focus on 
repairing, remodeling, and maintaining affordable housing for deserving veterans and their families. 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) Widening – The purpose of this project is to widen C.R. 771 (Gasparilla Road) to 
a four-lane divided roadway, from S.R. 776 to the vicinity of Rotonda Boulevard East. The project will include 
the installation of sidewalks and bicycle facilities. This 790 calendar day project is funded by the 2009 Sales 
Tax, Road Impact Fees, Gasoline Tax and a State Grant. Construction Contract: Construction Manager at Risk, 
Halfacre Construction, Woodruff and Sons, Inc. will be performing on-site construction, Construction 
Schedule: 07/07/2014 – 09/04/2016. 

Crews will be on site this week striping the new temporary roadway, along the west side of the project, from 
the Butterford Waterway to Rotonda Blvd. 
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Zep Construction will begin mobilizing the crane equipment this week as Bridge construction is scheduled to 
begin mid-February 2015. 

Woodruff and Sons continues with utility installations, along the east side of the project, north and south of 
the Butterford Waterway. Additional crews are on-site completing utility tie-ins crossing Gasparilla Rd. There 
will be traffic diversions, temporary lane closures and possible detours through mid-February 2015. 

PSA issued 1/12/2015: The Gasparilla Road (CR 771) Widening Project is underway, from McCall Road (SR 776) 
to just south of Rotonda Boulevard East, to construct a four-lane divided roadway with intersection 
improvements at SR 776 and utility improvements between Rotonda Boulevard East and Cattle Dock Point 
Road. Travelers should allow extra time to move through this area as periodic lane closures, lane shifts and 
traffic diversions are expected to increase as the project progresses over the next few months. The Public 
Works Department reminds motorists to remain alert at all times and to exercise caution when traveling 
through construction zones. 

DeSoto Canal Bank Restoration and Stabilization Phase 2 - Subsequent to clearing the canal banks it 
was discovered that the slopes had degraded resulting in erosion. Design and reconstruction of the slopes is 
necessary to prevent future degradation. Phase 2 includes the continuation of bank restoration to Harbor 
View Road and consists of installing an Anchor Reinforced Vegetation System (ARVS) along the west bank of 
the DeSoto Canal. Construction Contract: Marine Contracting Group, Construction Schedule: 11/10/2014 – 
6/1/2015 

The Contractor is placing pipe and fill as needed towards the south end of the project site and is 65% 
complete and ahead of schedule. Erosion control matting installation is about 55% complete; sod placement 
is following closely to the matting operation. 

Winchester Boulevard South Extension – This project includes the construction of a new four-lane 
connector from Placida Road to the Charlotte/Sarasota County line, with a direct connection to I-75 via River 
Road within Sarasota County. The Florida Department of Transportation approved the final plans for 
intersection improvements at SR 776/Winchester Boulevard North. Intersection improvements include a right 
turn lane and traffic signalization improvements; this work has been added to the project. Construction 
Contract: ZEP Construction, Construction Schedule: 11/25/2013 – Summer 2015 

• Florida Department of Transportation approved the final plans for the SR 776 intersection, right turn lane 
and signalization improvements. 

• The Contractor is in the process of placing base material for the new northbound and southbound 
roadway lanes from CR 775 north to Fruitland Blvd.  

• All of the fill dirt has been completed from CR 775 to SR 776.  

• Sidewalk subgrade is being placed and concrete is being poured; 65% of the sidewalk is complete. 

• Median curb has been poured and is 80% complete. They are preparing the median separators for pouring 
of concrete. 

• Storm drainage and utility installations are 99% complete. The remaining 1% is within the SR 776 
intersection. 

• Street Lights and poles are 22% complete. 

• Trucks hauling imported material are using SR 776 to San Casa Drive, then to CR 775 (Placida Road) as the 
haul route to transport the material into the Winchester Boulevard South construction site. As the trucks 
enter and leave, the CR 775 right-hand northbound lane will be closed from north of the Buck Creek 
Bridge to the Winchester Boulevard intersection. This allows trucks to exit the project onto CR 775 and 
accelerate to the posted speed limit while not impacting northbound traffic on CR 775. 

PSA released 2/3/2015 - The eastbound outside lane of SR 776 (South McCall Road,) from Oriole Boulevard to 
Wilmington Boulevard, will be closed during business hours from Monday, Feb. 9 through Friday, Feb. 13, 
2015. This lane closure is necessary due to construction activities in conjunction with the Winchester 
Boulevard South extension project. Upon completion, Winchester Boulevard will be a direct four lane 
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connector from Placida Road to I-75 via River Road in Sarasota County. Construction is projected to be 
complete in late summer of 2015. 

Projects in Design or Negotiation 

Burnt Store Road Phase II Widening – This project is to design and permit a new four-lane divided roadway to 
include sidewalks and bike facilities between the existing two (2) four-lane projects to the north and south. 
This section is from the southern end of Burnt Store Road (near Notre Dame Boulevard) to the northern four-
lane section of Burnt Store Road, north of Zemel Road. Design Contract: TBD, Design/Permitting schedule: 
Procurement Process: (Construction) TBD, Projected start of Construction: TBD 

This design project is currently advertised for bid. The pre-submittal conference was held Feb. 2, 2015 and 
proposals are due at 5:00 p.m. on Feb. 17, 2015. 

Sidewalks - South Gulf Cove – The South Gulf Cove MSBU Committee requested approximately 17 miles of 
multi-use pathways within the South Gulf Cove subdivision. Phase One includes the design and construction 
of approximately 2.7 miles of off-street pathways on Ingraham Boulevard from Gasparilla Road to Calumet 
Boulevard and on Calumet Boulevard from Ingraham Boulevard to St. Paul Drive. Design Contract: Johnson 
Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 01/06/2014 – 10/01/2014, Procurement Process: Early 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Spring 2015 

The MSBU Committee met on December 4, 2014, and requested that the pathway be constructed of concrete 
instead of asphalt. Johnson Engineering has been advised and will revise the plans accordingly. Final 
construction plans and specifications were received on February 3, 2015, and are being reviewed by staff.  

Landscaping Projects 

• Basic landscape maintenance services were performed at: US 17 medians in Cleveland; Charlotte Harbor 
Gateway Phase I; US 41 Revitalization Phase I; Manasota Key; Grove City Park and South Gulf Cove. 

• The temporary irrigation and pumping system/enclosure for the Winchester Boulevard residential buffer 
was removed. 

Lighting Projects - Charlotte County CIP Projects (Month of Jan 2015) 

Burnt Store Road Phase I – (Pedestrian features/preemption conflict with Seminole Gulf Railroad) Seminole 
Gulf Railroad submitted a quote for work to be done at the Acline Road crossing; the quote is under review by 
Public Works staff. Met with County Attorney to work on draft quotation for Seminole Gulf Railroad. 

Burnt Store Road Phase III – Monitoring contract work as roadway lighting and future communication 
conduits are installed. Inspections are on-going and staff is attending progress meetings. 

Edgewater Phase II Construction – Staff attended the preconstruction meeting on Oct. 29, 2014. 
Construction is underway. Lighting element has not yet begun. 

Electric Runs to Rotonda West Bridges – Installation of conduits and directional bores is complete. 
Lighting plans are in progress; 60% plans were reviewed and comments were provided. 

Midway Boulevard Widening Project – Final lighting plans were received and reviewed; Bid documents are 
being prepared. 

US 41 Microtunnel Project – Lighting and fiber optic communication conduits had to be relocated a 
second time at the Elkcam Waterway due to conflicts with the guardrail location along US 41 southbound. 

Winchester Boulevard Project – Pull boxes have been installed for both traffic lighting and communication 
conduits. Pull boxes, conduit, street light bases and poles are now being installed for street lights.  

Lighting Projects – Departmental Projects (Month of Jan 2015) 

Completed preventative traffic signal maintenance at the following locations: 

• Kings Highway at Olean Blvd. 
• Kings Highway at Elmira Blvd. 
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• Kings Highway at Westchester Blvd. 
• Kings Highway at Harborview Rd. 
• Veterans Blvd. at Cochran Blvd. 
• Veterans Blvd. at Murdock Circle 
• Marion Ave. at Bal Harbor Blvd. 
• US41 NB at Marion Ave. 
• Jones Loop Rd. at Indian Springs Cemetery Rd. 

Replaced batteries at two school flashing beacon locations. 

Converted one school flashing beacon from electric to solar for Kingsway Elementary on Quasar Blvd. at 
Abner St. 

As a result of a vehicle accident, replaced a street light pole assembly at US 41/Paulson Dr./Enterprise Dr. in 
the NE corner. 

Continued working on routine street light maintenance countywide. A total of 78 lights were repaired. 

Contractors working to relocate facilities as a result of the US 41 widening project cut the FDOT fiber optic 
cable on US 41 at Toledo Blade Blvd. (twice.) Lighting staff made the necessary conduit repairs, installed one 
pull box, and contracted forced spliced the cables back together. 

Removed the Christmas lights from the tree at the Murdock Administration Complex. 

Replaced the signal controller cabinet on Cochran Blvd. at Education Way. 

Repaired illuminated street name sign issues at 16 signalized intersections. 

Lighting staff assisted the contractor with resolving FDOT fiber optic communication cable issues in West and 
mid county. 

Monitored the installation of 5 inductive vehicle loop installations for the City of Punta Gorda. The loops were 
milled up during milling operations. 

Repaired three incident management cameras in the City of Punta Gorda. 

Working on resolving issues with re-write by FDOT of Maintenance and Compensation Agreement for Traffic 
Signals; awaiting first draft from L.K. Nandum, Traffic Operations Engineer District I, via Tallahassee Central 
Office 

Traffic Management Center (Month of Jan 2015) 

• Participation in the Long Term Transportation Plan Charlotte County ATMS, TMC Next Generation 
Revision, FDOT Bartow. 

• Coordination with FDOT consultants, Albeck & Gerken, for inventory of traffic signal intersections – 
working on US 17.  

• Setup of new computer equipment for TMC.  

• Coordinating efforts to minimize delay on US 41 at Midway Blvd. Working on new timing plans. 

• Continue monitoring and fielding complaints as the need arises. Responding to information requests.  

• Continuing efforts to promote the TMC’s Twitter account for traffic incidents.  

Locates Performed 

• 342 requests for underground utility locates were received, generating 136 tickets for locates. 

Trouble Calls 

• 11 trouble calls received, responded to, and problems of various natures resolved. 
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Maintenance & Operations  

A total of 10 new requests were received related to brush, drainage, and asphalt repair. 

Drainage line & grade: 5,950 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
                        8,400 SF in Northwest Port Charlotte 
                      2,200 SF in Englewood East 
                       1,500 SF in Burnt Store Village  
                       16,900 SF in Road &Bridge South (Notre Dame Boulevard)     

Large pipe install: 48 LF in Englewood East 
Small pipe install:  74 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 

    40 LF in Deep Creek 
Menzie ditch cutting:  140,000 SF in in West County Stormwater Ditches in Gulf Cove area      
                       74,220 SF South County Stormwater    
Boom Mower:  Cut 64,728 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 12,000 CY in Rotonda Heights 
    Cut 5,946 CY in Road & Bridge North 
    Cut 22,100 CY in Road & Bridge South 
Shoulder Repair: Maintained 1.2 miles of shoulder on Washington Loop Road in Road & Bridge  South 
Culvert Cleaning: Cleaned 69 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
Trash/Debris Removal: Removed 10,840 lbs. from Greater Port Charlotte 

M&O Contracted Services 

Mechanical street sweeping has begun for the Month of February; the contractor has currently completed 
major intersections in West County. 

Specialty Mowing has begun for the Month of February; the contractor is currently working in South County. 

The curbing work on Henry Street has begun with about 25% completion; the contractor plans on finishing 
the entire 520 LF by Thursday afternoon. 

Solid Waste Division (Month of Jan 2015) 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) conducted a routine inspection of the County’s 
Landfill in January 2015. FDEP found Zemel Road Landfill to be in compliance with the Landfill’s operating 
permit and Florida Administration Codes 62-701. 

Keep Charlotte Beautiful was recognized at the annual Keep America Beautiful Conference held recently in 
Washington, DC. Keep Charlotte Beautiful was awarded the President’s Circle Award which distinguishes those 
affiliates who maintained their certification status in 2014.  

Keep Charlotte Beautiful was one of five of the 40 Florida affiliates who were recognized at the national 
awards ceremony. They were awarded an honorable mention for their work with the Cigarette Litter 
Prevention Program. Last year Keep Charlotte Beautiful partnered with the Charlotte County Parks 
Department to place ash receptacles at the Placida Boat Ramp to help control the cigarette litter at this 
location. They also partnered with Eldred’s Marina and placed ash receptacles at their boat ramp. Keep 
Charlotte Beautiful plans to expand the program in 2015. 

The Solid Waste Division’s Environmental Crimes Deputy is off to a great start in helping curb illegal dumping 
in Charlotte County. The Deputy made four felony arrests in January for illegal dumping, adding to the 32 
arrests made during 2014. These arrests send out a strong message to those that dump illegally, especially 
businesses, as they are not only facing a felony charge but may also lose their vehicles and equipment used in 
commissioning the crime. The message is clear that, in Charlotte County, we are going to arrest you if you 
choose to dump illegally.  
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