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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 11/24/15 
 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The Charlotte Sports Park hosted the Prostyle Sunshine Classic Baseball Tournament on Saturday, 11/14 and 
they used 5 fields and played 20 games with an approximate attendance of 1100. On Sunday, 11/15 they used 
5 fields and played 10 games with an approximate attendance of 300. 

The Tippecanoe Trail and Mud Run had an approximate attendance of 400 including the Fun Run. 

The next event at the Charlotte Sports Park will be the Grand Slam Beer Fest on Saturday, Dec. 5 from 
2:00p.m. - 6:00 p.m., to include post event fireworks! This event is presented by the Charlotte Stone Crabs. 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

Harold’s first week of Youth Basketball is in the books. We had over 300 Youth Basketball players on 36 
teams competing in the first game this past Saturday and Sunday. Staff was well prepared, provided great 
customer service and handled any concerns or issues that arose swiftly and professionally. We are now in full 
swing and the Center will be seeing a large number of people coming in our doors daily for practices and 
games. A new program being offered at Harold Avenue is Adaptive Tango. It had a good turnout this past 
Saturday and we’re hoping to keep that class around in the years to come. Thank you to all the staff that 
worked to assist with the County’s Tippecanoe Mud Run on Saturday. Also Happy Birthday to our Part Time 
Recreation Specialist Falin Daniel whose birthday was on Friday the 13th! 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center and Pool 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation hosts many meetings and party such as Wednesday was Veterans Day and 
we hosted the tax collector meeting for over 100 people; Friday was a birthday party with an attendance of 
45, and on Saturday Buena Vista held a social event for 30 people. 

For the week of 11/11 through 11/17, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 94 paid admissions, was visited by 58 pass 
holders and had 173 water aerobics participants.  

South County Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 11/11 through 11/18, South County Regional Park Pool had 67 paid admissions, was visited by 
201 pass holders and had 62 water aerobics participants. The Charlotte County Blue Fins held 7 swim 
practices resulting in approximately 140 “splashes.” 

 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for November 9 – “Silver buttonwood – a sterling idea!” 
• Charlotte Academy Science Fair - Judge – November 16 
• DED Interviews - Sarasota Extension via PolyCom – November 17 
• Pick Up Entomology Supplies - Sarasota – November 18 
• Extension Staff Meeting – November 19 
• GI-BMP Training – November 20 
• MG Plant Sale – November 21 
• Work on ROA/POW 
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Historical Center 

The Charlotte County Historical Center conducted the Victory Florida USO event on November 7 at the Port 
Charlotte Beach Recreation Center with a total of 99 attendees. Family members of all ages enjoyed 40s 
themed food, games, and music while learning about our County’s WWII history. In attendance were 
Commissioner Stephen R. Deutsch and Sheriff Bill Prummell, as well as four WWII veterans who shared their 
stories.  

Libby Schaeffer had 7 visitors on November 12 at her Memories of War book presentation.  

Movie Mondays: Top Secret Rosie’s had 3 attendees. 

The Victory Florida initiative continues at the CCHC to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the end of WWII. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

2015 County Paving Program – This program provides for the resurfacing of roads in Greater Port Charlotte, 
Parkside, Deep Creek, and the Road & Bridge Districts. Maps depicting the specific areas to be paved are 
available on the 2015 Paving Program webpage located at 
http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/projects/Pages/default.aspx Construction Contract: Ajax Paving, 
Construction Schedule: March 2015 – Mid-February 2016 

Midway 7 Area: Paving and restoration is underway.  The Board of County Commissioners approved the 
addition of Veterans Boulevard to the 2015 Paving Program on Oct. 13. Work on Veterans Boulevard 
begins Monday, Nov. 16. Utility work is complete on Elkcam Boulevard and the road is now ready to be 
paved.  Ajax Paving agreed to provide the services needed at the unit bid prices. A change order was 
approved on Nov. 10 adding Elkcam Boulevard and 20 calendar days to the paving contract.  

To date, approximately 60,299 tons of S-III asphalt has been placed in the Greater Port Charlotte and Deep 
Creek areas. The time completed is 85.04 percent and work completed is 53.18 percent. 

Traffic Advisory: PUNTA GORDA, Fla.  (Nov. 6, 2015) – Please be advised that there will be intermittent lane 
closures on Veterans Boulevard beginning Monday, Nov.16. Travelers in this area should expect delays or seek an 
alternate route if possible. Construction includes milling and resurfacing the travel lanes on Veterans Boulevard. 
Flaggers and traffic control devices will be on site to assist travelers through the construction area.  Weather 
permitting, construction is expected to conclude on or before Dec. 18.  On behalf of road construction crews, 
please drive safely. 

Burnt Store Road (Phase 3) Widening – Construction consists of widening Burnt Store Road, between the 
Lee County Line and a point north of Zemel Road, to a four-lane divided suburban typical section including 
stormwater management, drainage improvements, street lighting, 6' sidewalks on both sides of the 
roadway, utility relocations and additions. Construction Contract: Gibbs & Register, Construction Schedule: 
3/10/2014 – 1/2/2016  

Peppercorn Road will re-open to traffic Wednesday Nov. 18,   2015.  Construction included a roadway re-
alignment at the intersection of Burnt Store Road and Peppercorn Road. 

The excavation of all ponds is complete. Grading and sodding of swales continues on the west side and work 
is progressing on the final box culvert. Installation of drainage pipes is complete. The installation of utilities 
continues; approximately 99% of new utility pipes are installed and 99% of the old utility pipes have been 
removed. 
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Over 98% of the sidewalk sub grade has been installed on the northbound side. Concrete installation for the 
sidewalk is 99% complete on the northbound side and 78% complete on the southbound side. 

The contractor completed the stabilizer/base on the northbound travel lanes and is now placing stabilized 
sub base on the southbound travel lanes. The first and second course of asphalt has been paved on the 
northbound lanes and 6,300 feet of asphalt has been paved on the southbound lanes. Paving of the 
structural course on the southbound lane will begin in late November.  

Street lighting and IT conduit on the east side of the project is operational. Lighting conduit is being installed 
on the west side and is approximately 95% complete. Street Light bases are being installed. 

Traffic has shifted to the east side of the new roadway and the speed limit is reduced to 35 mph. The entire 
project length is a NO PASSING zone; extreme caution should be used when traveling in this area.  

Traffic Advisory: PUNTA GORDA, Fla.  (Nov. 13, 2015) – Please be advised that Cabana Road, between Burnt 
Store Road and Muscat Road, will be closed to traffic Wednesday, Nov. 18,  through Friday, Nov. 27, 2015.  
Construction includes a roadway re-alignment at the intersection of Burnt Store Road and Cabana Road.  Detour 
signs will be in place to direct traffic around the construction site. On behalf of road construction crews, please 
drive safely. 

Harbour Heights Median Improvements – This project consists of installing curbing, irrigation and 
landscaping within the existing medians on Sunnybrook Road and Broadpoint Drive. Construction Contract: 
Stage Door II, Inc. of Apopka, FL, Construction Schedule: 8/24/2015 – 11/22/2015 

Median curbing, soil replacement, irrigation directional bores, irrigation feed lines/electrical lines and 
landscaping is complete. Once Florida Power and Light energizes the electrical supply to the irrigation 
system, this project will be complete.   

Midway Boulevard Widening Phase 2 – This project will complete the widening of Midway Boulevard from 
Sharpe Street (just east of Harbor Drive) to the intersection of Kings Highway (about 2.25 miles). Design 
includes four lanes of traffic with center turn lanes, new sidewalks on both sides, a closed drainage system, 
new traffic signals at Beacon Drive, new pedestrian crossings at the schools, new lighting, and a new water 
and sewer system along the corridor. Temporary sidewalks, meeting the ADA requirement, will be installed 
during construction to maintain all pedestrian access. Midway Boulevard may be closed to through traffic at 
times however mail delivery, emergency services and access to local residences will be maintained during 
construction. This project was selected for inclusion in the 2008 Sales Tax Referendum. Construction 
Contract: Forsberg Construction, Construction Schedule: 6/30/2015 – Summer 2018 

Forsberg Construction completed the 60" concrete pipe from the Niagara Waterway across Achilles Street. 
The contractor will start the 24" drainage system at Achilles Street and then start the 54" concrete pipe out 
of the waterway across Achilles Street. 

Once this portion of the drainage system is installed, Achilles Street will re-open and Midway Boulevard will 
close to through traffic while construction crews move eastward installing the remainder of the utilities.  

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 18 ,2015) – Midway Boulevard, from Achilles Street to Kings 
Highway, will be closed to through traffic on Monday, Dec. 7 as roadway  improvements will be conducted in this 
area through the spring of 2016.  Travelers are encouraged to choose an alternate route when possible. Traffic 
will be detoured via Rampart Boulevard, Avacado Avenue and Achilles Street; variable message boards and 
traffic control devices will assist travelers through the detour. Mail delivery, emergency services, and access to 
local residences will be maintained during construction. More information about this project is available at 
www.MidwayUpdate.com. On behalf of road construction crews, please drive safely. 

Excerpts from http://midwayupdate.com/news/ (Nov. 11) – The contractor is now installing some of the 
deepest and most difficult drainage pipes for this project - from the Niagara Waterway to Achilles Street.  
These pipes are 54” and 60” in diameter, installed approximately 14 feet deep, and will move storm drainage 

http://midwayupdate.com/news/
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from the new roadway and surrounding properties.  Additionally, the contractor is installing new utility lines. 
Achilles Street (south) will remain closed until these lines are completed in this area. 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Fordham Waterway at Peachland FOR 5.11 – This project 
provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Peachland Boulevard at the Fordham 
Waterway. The new structure will replace two 48" culverts and a 50' weir with one 8'x10' box culvert with a 
5' weir. Construction Contract: Quality Enterprises, Construction Schedule: 8/3/2015 – 3/11/2016. 

• Six pieces of box culvert have been installed starting at the south going north.  
• The footer has been poured for the head wall and wing walls on the south side.  
• The head wall and wing walls on the south side have been formed. 

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 18, 2015) – Peachland Boulevard, from Torrington Street to 
Aberdeen Avenue, will be closed to traffic for two hours on Monday, Nov. 23 between 10:00 a.m. and noon. A 
large crane will be moved along Peachland Boulevard between the Niagara and Fordham Waterways as work 
progresses to upgrade the stormwater structures under Peachland Boulevard.  Advance warning signs and 
flagmen will be on site to assist travelers through the detour via Aberdeen Avenue and Beacon Drive.  This work 
is being conducted to increase stormwater flow capacity as part of an overall plan to upgrade Charlotte 
County’s stormwater infrastructure system. On behalf of construction workers, please drive safely. 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Niagara Waterway at Peachland NIA 5.72 – This project 
provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Peachland Boulevard at the Niagara 
Waterway. The new structure will replace a 48" reinforced concrete pipe and a 22' weir with two 36" 
reinforced concrete pipes with a 6' weir. Construction Contract: Quality Enterprises, Construction Schedule: 
8/3/2015 – 3/11/2016. 

• The head walls and wing walls have been poured on the south side.  
• Side drainage pipes have been installed going to the roadside drainage structures. 

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 18, 2015) – Peachland Boulevard, from Torrington Street to 
Aberdeen Avenue, will be closed to traffic for two hours on Monday, Nov. 23 between 10:00 a.m. and noon. A 
large crane will be moved along Peachland Boulevard between the Niagara and Fordham Waterways as work 
progresses to upgrade the stormwater structures under Peachland Boulevard.  Advance warning signs and 
flagmen will be on site to assist travelers through the detour via Aberdeen Avenue and Beacon Drive.  This work 
is being conducted to increase stormwater flow capacity as part of an overall plan to upgrade Charlotte 
County’s stormwater infrastructure system. On behalf of construction workers, please drive safely. 

 

Projects in Design or Negotiation 

Burnt Store Road Phase 2 Widening – This project is to design and permit a new four-lane divided roadway 
to include sidewalks and bike facilities between the existing two (2) four-lane projects to the north and 
south. This section is from the southern end of Burnt Store Road (near Notre Dame Boulevard) to the 
northern four-lane section of Burnt Store Road, north of Zemel Road. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, 
Design/Permitting schedule: through 3/3/2017, Procurement Process: Spring 2017, Projected start of 
Construction: Funding has not been allocated for construction at this time. 

The first Public Meeting to unveil the design proposal options was held Oct. 7.  Over 70 interested citizens 
were in attendance; some provided input to the proposed design concept options which will be presented 
to the Board of County Commissioners for review and recommendation on Nov. 24. 

Design schedule:  

• 30% plans are due March 11, 2016 
• 60% plans are due Aug. 12, 2016 
• 90% plans are due Dec. 2, 2016 
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• 100% plans are due Feb. 3, 2017 
• Final bid contract documents are due March 3, 2017 

Placida Road Safety Improvements Phase 1 (Rotonda Blvd. West to Cape Haze Drive) – Safety 
improvements include: a 2.9 mile bicycle-pedestrian path from Rotonda Boulevard West to Cape Haze Drive, 
intersection improvements at Lemon Bay Golf Course, Bantry Bay, Cape Haze Drive and Panama Drive and 
resurfacing of Placida Road from Rotonda Boulevard West to the Boca Grande Causeway. Design Contract: 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Design/Permitting Schedule: through Fall 2015, Procurement Process: Late 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: TBD 

Charlotte County Utilities is adding a reclaimed water line to this project, which was approved by the Board 
of County Commissioners on Sept. 23, 2014. Conducting utility work in conjunction with construction of the 
multi-use path and safety improvements will minimize disruption to residents and businesses within the 
project limits. 

Construction plans are at 90% pending completion of utility plans. Utility plans are 90% complete, have been 
reviewed by County staff and comments provided back to the design firm. The design firm has responded to 
the 90% utility comments and design is expected to be complete by the end of 2015. 

Placida Road Safety Improvements Phase 2 (Cape Haze Dr. to Boca Grande Causeway) – This project 
provides for a continuous walkway along Placida Road from SR 776 to the Boca Grande Causeway.  This 
multi-use path will run along the northwest side of Placida Road and will be 10' wide to accommodate both 
pedestrians and bicyclists. Design Contract: Giffels-Webster Engineers, Design/Permitting Schedule: through 
Fall 2015, Procurement Process: Late 2015, Projected Start of Construction: TBD 

Charlotte County Utilities is adding a reclaimed water line to this project, which was approved by the Board 
of County Commissioners on Sept. 23, 2014. Conducting utility work in conjunction with construction of the 
multi-use path and safety improvements will minimize disruption to residents and businesses within the 
project limits. 

Construction plans are at 90% pending completion of utility plans. Utility plans are 90% complete, have been 
reviewed by County staff and comments provided back to the design firm. The design firm has responded to 
the 90% utility comments and design is expected to be complete by the end of 2015. 

Sidewalks - Burnt Store Lakes – The South Burnt Store MSBU Advisory Board requested sidewalks within the 
Burnt Store Lakes subdivision. This project will design and construct approximately 1.5 miles of sidewalks: 
Vincent Avenue from Boca Vista Road to Burnt Store Road, Saragossa Lane from Cape Horn Boulevard to 
Burnt Store Road, and Rio Togas Road from Cape Horn Boulevard to Burnt Store Road. Design Contract: 
Banks Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 1/6/2014 – Summer 2015, Procurement Process: Fall 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Late 2015 

A Request for Bids is currently advertised. The pre-bid conference is scheduled Dec. 2 and bid opening is 
scheduled Dec. 16.  

 

Maintenance & Operations (Nov. 11 - 17, 2015) 

A total of 35 new requests were received related to drainage, brush, debris removal, asphalt repair, and 
guardrail repair.  

Drainage line & grade: 22,775 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    1,600 SF in Gulf Cove 
Small pipe install:   40 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    56 LF in Lemon Bay 
Menzie ditch cutting:  106,200 SF in Mid Charlotte Stormwater  
    18,480 SF in South Charlotte Stormwater 
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Boom mower:   Cut 19,418 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 33,400 CY in Gulf Cove 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 28 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 17 culverts in Lemon Bay 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Northwest Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Gulf Cove 
    Cleaned 7 culverts in Rotonda West 
Asphalt repair:  Utilized 3.05 tons of material to repair locations throughout the County 
Shoulder repair:  Maintained 0.2 miles of shoulder in Road & Bridge North 
Debris removal:  Removed 5,400 pounds of debris from locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds. 

Landscape and irrigation installation was completed at Harbour Heights Median Improvements.  

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control (Nov. 11 - 17, 2015) 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   33,139 
• Landing rates taken:  14 
• Traps set/collected:   6 
• Citizen requests:   43 

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   11 
• Mitigation sites maintained:  1 
• Inspections:   13 

 

Tourism 

Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau staff along with staff from the Four Points by Sheraton Punta 
Gorda Harborside attended the Travel, Events, and Management in Sports (TEAMS) Conference & Expo, 
November 10-12, 2015 in Las Vegas, NV, which provided educational sessions as well as various networking 
opportunities.  As part of the program, the Bureau met one on one with over two dozen event organizers to 
discuss the potential of Charlotte County hosting one or more of their events.  Several strong leads were 
generated and/or relationships created with a variety of organizations including the Professional Disc Golf 
Association, Orienteering USA, National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics, National Veterans Golden 
Age Games, U.S. National Armwrestling, TruSports, and Tough Mudder.  The VCB is actively gathering more 
information and evaluating the feasibility of hosting 12 different events discussed during these appointment 
sessions. 

 


