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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 12/1/15 
 

Community Services 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

Harold Avenue hosted its second Adaptive Tango class this past Saturday. This class is a Modified Dance 
Therapy, which improves balance, coordination, reflexes, strength, flexibility and breathing. The Adaptive 
Tango class is available to people with Parkinson’s Disease and other neurological challenges. We are very 
excited to have this wonderful, new beneficial program here! 

Our Youth Basketball League is still running smoothly because of the effort of the entire staff here at Harold 
Avenue. A big thank you goes to Cedric Vales for coordinating the league and to Stafford Milligan for coming 
in these past few Saturdays to ensure that the league lives up to leagues past. 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation hosts many meetings and parties such an evening neighborhood watch 
meeting on Nov. 19; On Nov. 22 there was a memorial service with 100 guests in attendance; Nov. 24 
Operation Homefront has a morning meeting, and Buena Vista has an evening neighborhood watch 
meeting. We have a wedding booked for Saturday, Nov. 28. 

South County Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 11/18 through 11/25, South County Regional Park Pool had 52 paid admissions, was visited by 
156 pass holders and had 47 water aerobics participants. The Charlotte County Blue Fins held 7 swim 
practices resulting in approximately 140 “splashes.” 

Oyster Creek Regional Pool 

For the week of 11/15 through 11/21, Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 109 paid admissions, 179 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 193 pass holders. The Bluefin’s held 5 practices with approximately 
100 swimmers.  

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for Nov. 23 – “Top of the morning, tithonia!” 
• South Central Monthly CED meeting – Nov. 23  
• MG Radio – Nov. 24  
• DED Interviews – Sarasota Extension via PolyCom – Nov. 24  
• Managers Meeting - Charlotte Sports Park – Nov. 25  
• Work on ROA/POW – Due Dec. 4  

Historical Center 

The Charlotte County Historical Center opened the traveling exhibit The Pasture That Went to Town: Port 
Charlotte on Friday, Nov. 20, 2015 at Mid-County Regional Library. 21 citizens helped usher in this exhibit on 
Port Charlotte history at the opening reception from 10-11 a.m. 

The CCHC’s booth at Saturday’s Parkside Music & Food Fest had 45 people visit and learn about Port 
Charlotte’s history during the 1950s as they danced and played to the era’s top hits, enjoyed popular ‘50s 
candy and toys, then met Howdy Doody!  

Natural Resources 

The 4th annual Tippecanoe Trail and Mud Run was held on Saturday, Nov. 14 at the Tippecanoe 
Environmental Park. The run was organized by Charlotte County Community Services. Participants chose a 
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5K or 10K trail run with 13 obstacles with mud and muck throughout. A smaller one-mile course for younger 
participants and those wishing to have a fun walk provided scaled down obstacles that packed in tons of 
fun! 

Approximately 365 people participated in the event! The youngest runner in the 5/10K was 7 years old and 
the oldest was 72. Runners, staff and volunteers all had a great time during the event that began at 8:15 am 
and ended with mud, pulled pork sandwiches, salad, and refreshments; including a free beer for participants 
provided by JJ Taylor Distribution and a bounce house and activity for kids. 

Awards included medals for the top three finishers in each age group, and an engraved boar’s skull with the 
race logo and year for the overall male and female winners. All pre-registered participants received a Dry-Fit 
race shirt and goodie bag. 

Sponsorship of the event came from 7-11, Charlotte County Solid Waste, Fit2Run, The Parrot, Port Charlotte 
Auto mall, Around the Clock Fitness, Total Nutrition and Waste Management, Johnson Engineering, Kix 92.9 
Country. 

 

Human Services 

2-1-1 staff have been working with local churches and community organizations by providing information and 
referring callers in need of Thanksgiving meals and Christmas gifts. For more information on community 
resources available this holiday season, interested individuals may call 2-1-1. 

Family Services invited representatives from both the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) and the 
Department of Juvenile Justice (DJJ) to come to Charlotte County, on separate occasions, to provide 
training on grant-funded programs. DEO staff provided information on new organizational standards and 
program requirements for the Community Services Block Grant Program and the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program. DJJ staff provided information on the Civil Citation Program to Human Services staff 
and community partners including Law Enforcement, Public Schools, State Attorney’s Office, Drug Free 
Charlotte, Charlotte Behavioral Health Care and Juvenile Probation. The meeting also served as an 
opportunity to discuss the Civil Citation Program in Charlotte County and collaborative efforts to affect 
positive and successful prevention measures for our youth.  

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

Edgewater Drive Widening Phase 2 – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor Boulevard 
and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central portion of the 
County and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three bridges (West 
Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five intersections, 
four of which will be roundabouts. Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, sidewalks/bike 
lanes, and landscaping.  

This project includes Construction, Engineering and Inspection (CEI) services to ensure compliance with 
federal rules and requirements. The Board of County Commissioners approved the CEI contract with 
Southwest Engineering & Design on Nov. 12, 2014. Construction Contract: Owen-Ames-Kimball, Construction 
schedule: 1/5/2015 – 2/5/2017. 

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 20, 2015) – Harbor Boulevard will be closed north of Edgewater 
Drive to local traffic ONLY from 10 a.m., Monday, Nov. 30 through 10 a.m., Monday, Dec. 21. Drivers will not be 
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able to access the Edgewater Drive intersection from the north and can follow a local detour to U.S. 41. Harbor 
Boulevard south of Edgewater Drive will be accessible via Edgewater Drive at U.S. 41.Motorists are asked to use 
caution and obey signs while navigating detours as crews complete construction in the area.  

Excerpts from www.GoEP2.com – The Edgewater Drive and Midway Boulevard intersection is open to traffic 
with a new roundabout. Motorists are reminded to yield to traffic already in the roundabout, obey signage 
and use caution while driving the new traffic pattern. Edgewater Drive remains closed to through traffic 
between Midway Boulevard and Harbor Boulevard. 

Altoona Street remains closed from Edgewater Dr. to Webster Ave. until further notice. West Spring Lake 
Bridge, East Spring Lake Bridge and Sunrise Waterway Bridges are closed to vehicle, pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic. Lauzon Street is closed from Sheeley Street to Lakeview Avenue for the duration of project. 

Harbour Heights Median Improvements – This project consists of installing curbing, irrigation and 
landscaping within the existing medians on Sunnybrook Road and Broadpoint Drive. Construction Contract: 
Stage Door II, Inc. of Apopka, FL, Construction Schedule: 8/24/2015 – 11/22/2015 

Project was completed on Nov. 22, 2 days ahead of schedule. 

Rotonda West Bridge Lighting – The Rotonda West Street and Drainage MSBU Advisory Board requested 
the installation of decorative lighting to the five bridges over the Rotonda River. Bridge Locations: Rotonda 
Boulevard East, Rotonda Boulevard West, Rotonda Boulevard North, Cape Haze Drive, Rebel Court. Wright 
Construction completed the installation of an electric power system to feed the decorative lighting planned 
under the first phase of this project. Construction Contract: Solo Electric, Construction Schedule: 10/12/2015 – 
March 2016 

The installation of decorative lighting is underway. 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Fordham Waterway at Peachland FOR 5.11 – This project 
provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Peachland Boulevard at the Fordham 
Waterway. The new structure will replace two 48" culverts and a 50' weir with one 8'x10' box culvert with a 
5' weir. Construction Contract: Quality Enterprises, Construction Schedule: 8/3/2015 – 3/11/2016. 

Construction is underway; 6 pieces of box culvert have been installed starting at the south going north.  

The footer has been poured for the head wall and wing walls on the south side.  

The head wall and wing walls on the south side have been formed. 

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 23, 2015) – Peachland Boulevard, from Torrington Street to 
Aberdeen Avenue, will be closed to traffic for two hours on Monday, Nov. 30 between 10:00 a.m. and noon. A 
large crane will be moved along Peachland Boulevard between the Niagara and Fordham Waterways as work 
progresses to upgrade the stormwater structures under Peachland Boulevard. Advance warning signs and 
flagmen will be on site to assist travelers through the detour via Aberdeen Avenue and Beacon Drive. This work 
is being conducted to increase stormwater flow capacity as part of an overall plan to upgrade Charlotte 
County’s stormwater infrastructure system. On behalf of construction workers, please drive safely. 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Niagara Waterway at Peachland NIA 5.72 – This project 
provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Peachland Boulevard at the Niagara 
Waterway. The new structure will replace a 48" reinforced concrete pipe and a 22' weir with two 36" 
reinforced concrete pipes with a 6' weir. Construction Contract: Quality Enterprises, Construction Schedule: 
8/3/2015 – 3/11/2016. 

The head walls and wing walls have been poured on the south side. Side drainage pipes have been installed 
going to the roadside drainage structures. 

The traffic pattern has shifted on Peachland Boulevard at the Niagara Waterway, between Hallcrest Terrace 
and Aberdeen Avenue as work progresses to upgrade the water control structure under the roadway at the 

http://www.goep2.com/
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canal crossing. Peachland Boulevard remains open to traffic during construction however pedestrian traffic 
is closed at the canal crossing. Flaggers, traffic control devices and advance warning signs are on site to 
assist travelers through the construction area. 

Traffic Advisory: PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Nov. 23, 2015) – Peachland Boulevard, from Torrington Street to 
Aberdeen Avenue, will be closed to traffic for two hours on Monday, Nov. 30 between 10:00 a.m. and noon. A 
large crane will be moved along Peachland Boulevard between the Niagara and Fordham Waterways as work 
progresses to upgrade the stormwater structures under Peachland Boulevard. Advance warning signs and 
flagmen will be on site to assist travelers through the detour via Aberdeen Avenue and Beacon Drive. This work 
is being conducted to increase stormwater flow capacity as part of an overall plan to upgrade Charlotte 
County’s stormwater infrastructure system. On behalf of construction workers, please drive safely. 

 

Projects in Design or Negotiation 

Sidewalks - Cape Haze Drive – Design and construction of approximately 3,400 linear feet of sidewalk along 
Cape Haze Drive, from Arlington Drive north to approximately 450' north of Links Lane, where Cape Haze 
Drive becomes a four lane road. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting: March 2015 – Fall 
2015, Procurement: Early 2016, Construction: Early 2016 

60% plans have been received and are being reviewed by staff. CCU has presented a change order to the 
current design contract to add a water main replacement as part of this project. 

Sidewalks - Parade Circle Sidewalk Connections – The Rotonda West MSBU Advisory Board requested that 
sidewalks be installed along the feeder roads leading to Parade Circle. This design will be for approximately 
950 feet of 6' sidewalk along Oakland Hills Road, Pebble Beach Road, Pinehurst Road, Broadmoor Road, 
Long Meadow Road and White Marsh Road. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting: thru 
Fall 2015, Procurement: Late 2015, Construction: TBD 

The bid package is expected to be in the Purchasing Department for review on Dec. 1, 2015. 

 

Coastal Projects 

Alligator Creek Dredging – The Alligator Creek Waterway MSBU Advisory Board requested that the County 
design and apply for a permit to dredge the navigable waterways within the Alligator Creek MSBU to a 
depth of -6 feet MLW. It is anticipated that a significant amount of time may be required to negotiate with 
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to issue permits for the dredging within the 
Alligator Creek to more than a depth of -5 feet, which is the depth for the current permit. Design Contract: 
Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 1/6/2013 – Fall 2015, Procurement Process: Fall 2015, 
Projected Start of Construction: Winter 2015 

The Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) combined the -5' MLW Maintenance Dredging project with the 
proposed -6' MLW project even though they are different in their scope.  

The FL Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) permit was received Aug. 29, 2014 for the -6ft MLW 
project which includes public interest in the form of purchasing and donating an YSI Water Quality Monitor 
to the "Friends of CHAP."  

The ACOE issued their public notice and received one request for additional information from National 
Marine Fisheries specific to Essential Fish Habitat. Coastal Engineering Consultants responded to the ACOE, 
supplying them with the requested data; a letter of informal consultation was sent by the ACOE to the 
National Marine Fisheries for review in February 2015. 
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On April 9, 2015, staff requested that the Sea Edge ACOE permit be extended which is under review. The 
review, conducted by the NMFS, included a request for additional information which was answered by 
Coastal Engineering Consultants. 

The National Marine Fisheries’ review is complete and the concurrence letter was issued to the ACOE on 
November 3, 2015. The ACOE should issue the permit in December. 

A change order was initiated to add additional services to the contract to facilitate the bid process. 

Buena Vista Grassy Point Waterway Maintenance Dredging – Maintenance dredging provides continued 
safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and 
permitting to dredge the lateral channels and 500 feet into the interior canals to determine the amount of 
material needed to be removed to restore safe navigation. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: 2/1/2014 – Late Summer 2015, Procurement Process: Fall; 2015, Projected Start of 
Construction: Late 2015  

The permit application was submitted to FDEP on July 23, 2014. FDEP issued their permit but had to send the 
application to the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE).  

Consultation with National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is underway for the presence of the Smalltooth 
Sawfish. A request for additional information was received from NMFS on Jan. 12, 2015 regarding the 
seagrass areas adjacent to the channel. Johnson Engineering provided the requested data.  

The NMFS Letter of Compliance was issued to the ACOE on Oct. 29; the ACOE permit is being drafted. 

The bid specifications for this project have been reviewed and forwarded to the Purchasing Department for 
action. 

Gulf Cove Waterway Maintenance Dredging – Maintenance dredging provides continued safe navigation for 
citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to dredge 
the lateral/access channels. The amount of material to be removed will be determined as engineering and 
design progresses. The project includes the removal of the existing silt to the previous dredge depth of -4ft 
MLW within the lateral/access channels and 100 feet into the interior canals. Design Contract: TBD, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: May 2014 - Winter 2015, Procurement Process: Spring 2016, Projected Start of 
Construction: Spring 2016  

Coastal Engineering Consultants (CEC) proposed an alternate approach that will improve navigation and 
yield cost savings over time through reduction of maintenance dredging needs. The approach includes 
identifying/combining multiple canals into single channels extending to the river.  

The County reviewed the preliminary plan set and issued a revised task order to Coastal Engineering 
Consultants to proceed with the additional survey and design work. CEC completed the additional survey 
and alternate design alignments depicting the proposed connector channels. The design was reviewed and 
approved by the MSBU Advisory Board; a second change order was submitted to facilitate the new design.  

A pre-application meeting was conducted with the FDEP and ACOE to determine project feasibility. Both 
agencies view the project as favorable. FDEP commented that the FWC Department of Aquaculture will need 
to comment on the shellfish habitat designation and the ACOE stated that NMF will need to do the same in 
regards to the Smalltooth Sawfish habitat. 

The permit application and drawings are complete and were submitted to State and Federal permitting 
agencies; correspondence between the County and ACOE confirmed that the review is underway. The 
Marine Marker Plan is also under review by the permitting agencies. 

The Army Corps of Engineers has not asked for an informal review of this project from the National Marine 
Fisheries Services as of Sept. 30, 2015. The FDEP issued their permit with FWC Department of Aquaculture 
review of the shellfish habitat designation.  
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The Coast Guard is ready to issue the Marine Marker Permit pending the ACOE authorization.  

Harbor Heights Waterway Maintenance Dredging – This project consists of maintenance dredging existing 
man-made canals and access channels to their permitted conditions to restore safe navigation within the 
waterway system. Limited vegetation trimming, for line of sight/navigation, was added to the contract. 
Design Contract: Stantec, Design/Permitting Schedule: 12/17/2013 – Fall 2015, Procurement Process: Fall 2015, 
Projected Construction: Late 2015 

This project is tied to the Countywide Dredge Permit and the permit renewal is still pending from Army Corps 
of Engineers (ACOE) therefore this project has been delayed.  

Staff has been in constant communication with the ACOE and has been advised that this project may fit 
under the programmatic biological opinion that is being completed by National Marines Fishery Service 
(NMFS) which may facilitate permitting.  

According to the NMFS website, the draft Letter of Consent has been issued. The ACOE has informed the 
County that they will complete the permitting process in early November. 

Due to the amount of time that has lapsed since the survey was conducted, Stantec will conduct another 
survey to verify quantities and revise the bid specifications; the survey is nearing completion.  

Brush cutting will be added to the contract to facilitate navigation. 

Manasota Key North Beach Erosion Study – Public Works Engineering requested Letters of Interest (RLI) 
from the Library of Engineering Firms to complete a Regional Beach Erosion Study (BES) on the north end of 
Manasota Key, from R monument 1 to R monument 15, upon the request of citizens affected by critical beach 
erosion. Upon completion of the study, this information could be used to develop funding strategies and 
further the project into permitting. Design Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 
Summer 2015 – Late 2015 

The erosion study shall include the following: 

a) Beach Profile Surveys 
b) Erosion Analysis 
c) Sand Volume Analysis 
d) Conceptual Restoration Plans 
e) Natural Resource Surveys 
f) Develop Funding Approaches and Strategies to Mitigate Total Cost 
g) Participate in Stakeholder Meetings 
h) Provide Potential Cost Estimates 
i) Provide Permit Feasibility Analysis 

Coastal Engineering Consultants completed the surveys and refined the data. Additional survey work will be 
conducted as needed. A substantial "hard bottom" area was discovered and surveyed to determine the 
extent of the area and potential impact to the project. 

A meeting was held at the Englewood Chamber of Commerce to present the findings; stakeholders 
discussed this project in detail and the study appears to be on track for completion this winter. The draft 
Erosion Study report and the stakeholder presentation were reviewed, approved by staff and posted on the 
project webpage. 

Engineering Division staff will meet with Charlotte County Administration to review the draft Erosion Study 
report- followed by a review by the Beaches and Shores Advisory Committee on Oct. 1. An update will be 
provided to the Beaches and Shores Advisory Committee meeting on Nov. 5. 

Board of County Commissioners Joint Meeting with Sarasota County was held Nov. 3. The BCC will review 
the proposed taxing district boundary at their regular meeting on Nov. 24. 
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Pirate Harbor Access Channel – Dredging provides safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. 
This project provides for engineering, design and permitting to dredge 2,300 feet of access channel that was 
not covered under previous permitting. This project was originally presented to the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) in 2003/04 however, at that time, FDEP did not view this project as 
favorable and it was removed from the original contract. Now that the Pirate Harbor rock ledges have been 
removed, the engineering and design of the Pirate Harbor Access Channel has been added to the previous 
contract and will require a standard general permit. Design Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 4/22/2014 – Early 2016, Procurement: Summer 2016, Projected Start of Construction: Fall 2016  

FDEP completed the Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM) ranking on the seagrass impacts for 
the proposed dredging. Coastal Engineering Consultants (CEC) investigated sites for a seagrass mitigation 
project (e.g., fill blow-holes / prop-scars). The initial search for potential mitigation sites did not find enough 
suitable areas within the vicinity of the project area therefore a wider search area was examined using aerial 
photography.  

CEC, working in partnership with FDEP and County Staff, completed the field survey of potential seagrass 
mitigation project areas which is under review by FDEP and FWC. Through continued correspondence with 
Federal and State Regulatory Agencies, an alternative approach to the seagrass mitigation plan is under 
review. This information will be presented to the Pirate Harbor Waterway MSBU Advisory Board on Dec. 8.  

The permit application was submitted for this project on Nov. 2 to start the review process. A second 
meeting was held with FDEP on Nov. 23 to discuss the Seagrass Mitigation plan.  

South Gulf Cove Parallel Lock – The South Gulf Cove Waterway MSBU Advisory Board is concerned about 
the congestion of the existing lock and boating restrictions imposed when the existing lock is in under 
maintenance/repair. The Advisory Board recommends an additional lock parallel to the existing one. This 
project provides for engineering, permitting and construction management services for the creation of a 
new parallel lock located next to the existing South Gulf Cove lock. The design of this project is funded by 
assessments in the South Gulf Cove Waterway MSBU District. Design Contract: DMK Associates, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: TBD, Procurement Process: TBD, Projected Start of Construction: TBD 

The Board of County Commissioners approved the commencement of negotiations with DMK Associates of 
Englewood on June 23, 2015. The first negotiation meeting was held on June 24 and a follow-up meeting was 
held July 20, 2015. The scope and fees are under review by County staff.  

The South Gulf Cove Waterway MSBU Advisory Board met on Aug. 18 to discuss the potential consultant 
fees and construction costs; the Board would like to continue with the design of this project.  

Staff conducted another contract negotiation meeting with DMK Associates on Sept. 2 to refine the cost and 
scope of services; DMK was asked to refine the estimate based on reductions in scope and cost estimates. 

This project is being postponed for the time being due to the lack of achieving a reasonable scope and fee. 
This project will be revisited in the future.  

Stump Pass 10 Year Beach and Inlet Management Plan – This project provides for continued monitoring, as 
required by permitting, for dredging Stump Pass that re-established the 1980 channel alignment and 
provided for re-nourishment of critically eroded beaches. Maintenance dredging of Stump Pass and beach 
re-nourishment will be conducted approximately every three years. An engineered structure will be installed 
at Stump Pass to improve program performance. In the permitting process, an Adaptive Management Plan 
Strategy will be employed to provide options for modifications to structure(s) placed with initial 
construction, or installation of additional structures in the future, in response to beach and inlet 
management activities and storm erosion impacts. Design Contract: Coastal Engineering, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 4/16/2012 – Summer 2015, Procurement Process: Fall 2015, Projected Start of Construction: Late 
2015 
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After reviewing the proposed alternatives, the Florida Park Service prefers a rock terminal groin sited as far 
south as practicable. Coastal Engineering Consultants (CEC) completed a project modeling study to 
determine how far south it can be placed to minimize impacts. The results were provided to the State 
agencies responsible for review and comment.  

The result of this modeling showed that reducing the height of the structure by 1.5 feet did not affect the 
performance and decreased any negative impacts downstream of the structure. However, the State Park 
Service did not choose this as their desired configuration. They asked for a design that would increase the 
amount of sand placement upstream of the structure, but the modeling showed that this would be more 
costly and could have negative impacts on the down drift beaches and the pass itself. 

CEC submitted draft t-groin plans to FDEP in response to a Request for Additional Information (RAI.) The 
FDEP issued a second RAI to which the CEC and County staff have prepared a response including: minor 
drawing edits, minor changes to the biological monitoring program, formal public noticing, erosion control 
line process for sand placement, and terminal groin installation on the Stump Pass Beach State Park. 

The ACOE submitted permit documents to the State Historic Preservation Office for review of potential 
impacts to historical and cultural resources. It is noted that the consulting team included a marine 
archaeologist who assisted with the design elements to avoid such impacts. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service agency is working on a new Biological Opinion (BO) for this Project. It is 
noted that the Red Knot was recently listed on the threatened and endangered species list, thus a new BO is 
necessary to review the project for migratory birds including Piping Plover and Red Knot as well as sea 
turtles.  

The County is actively working to renew the original project easements, specific to beach front property 
owners, for temporary construction and related access needs. Further, the County is seeking additional 
temporary construction easements from beachfront property owners outside of the original project limits 
from the State Park Beach to the County Park Beach on Manasota Key; approximately 80% of the easements 
have been obtained. 

County Staff and CEC held a telephone application conference with the ACOE; the project may change 
slightly to allow additional fill to be placed behind the structure to provide for quicker impoundment of the 
groin. To date, the changes are viewed as favorable by the Army Corps of Engineers. 

A marine marker survey has been completed and the results were shared with staff; the Signing and Marking 
crew relocated marine markers to better delineate the channel. 

Senate Bill 2500-A passed which provides funding for beach management projects and could provide 
Charlotte County with $2.5 million for the Stump Pass project. A presentation was held at the Englewood 
Chamber of Commerce which included this project and future programs; discussions followed.  

The FDEP issued the Final Order (Permit) for the project on Sept. 2. The review by National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS) is complete and the ACOE will issue their permit. 

The review of construction drawings and bid specifications is complete. The State Parks (Division of 
Recreation and Parks) has issued a concurrence letter for an updated easement that would allow 
construction on the upland portion of the park property. This is not what the County asked for as it includes 
numerous specific conditions that would increase the cost of the project. The County is in the process of 
requesting a Use Agreement which should reduce some of these costs.   

 

Other Projects 

Manasota Key Community Plan Design – The Manasota Key MSTU Advisory Board requested the 
development of a Community Plan including, but not limited to, sidewalks, bike paths, crosswalks and 
lighting. The first phase of this project consisted of a conceptual master plan completed by Weiler 
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Engineering in December 2013. Phase 2 is the design of construction ready plans consisting of the top 
priorities as identified by the MSTU Advisory Board. Design Contract: Weiler Engineering, Design/Permitting 
Schedule: July 2014 – Late 2015, Construction: N/A  

The 60% design plans for the Gulf Blvd. sidewalk were received Dec. 31, 2014. A Community Meeting was held 
at the Tringali Community Center on Wed., Feb. 4, 2015 to present the 60% sidewalk plans. At this time the 
Gulf Blvd. sidewalk project is on hold until a survey is mailed to all property owners and input is gathered.  

The 60% design plans for the North Beach Road commercial section have been received and are being 
reviewed by staff. 

The MSTU Advisory Board is meeting on Dec. 9 at 10:00 a.m. to review the survey which will be mailed to all 
property owners regarding the Gulf Blvd project. 

 

Tourism 

The popular British television show “A Place in the Sun” spent several days filming in Charlotte and Sarasota 
Counties last week (Nov. 23 – 27) and the Charlotte County Film Office and Sarasota County Film & 
Entertainment Office worked together to assist with the crew’s itinerary and logistics. The show airs on 
Channel 4, a British public-service TV station, and is a lifestyle program about finding a perfect home on the 
market in the United Kingdom and overseas. This episode is currently scheduled to air in January 2016. 

 

 


