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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 1/26/16 
 

Community Development 

As of Jan. 17, we’ve got a new web app. It is currently in “beta” but will soon be live. The app allows citizens 
to see building permit activity (including Site Plan Review) for the last 6 months. And, the data will be 
updated daily! 

 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

Things are in full swing here at the Charlotte Sports Park gearing up for the Tampa Bay Rays Spring Training. 
All of our staff is working diligently to make sure everything runs smoothly for our partners from St. Pete. Go 
Rays! 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

Harold Avenue continues to see strong numbers in open Pickleball and Table Tennis, and Adult open gym on 
Monday evenings. Last week and the beginning of this week marked the beginning of this session of the 
Pickleball League being run at Harold. We now have a league running on Mondays and Fridays with 18 
players both men and women in each league. The leagues will run January through March.  

Port Charlotte Beach Pool 

For the week of 1/13 through 1/19, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 32 paid admissions, was visited by 20 pass 
holders and had 83 water aerobics participants. The Pool was closed Sunday 1/17 due to storm damage and 
reopened Friday 1/22. 

South County Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 1/13 through 1/20, South County Regional Park Pool had 165 paid admissions, was visited by 
105 pass holders and had 2 water aerobics participants. Charlotte County Swimming Blue Fins held 9 
practices for a total of 180 “splashes.” 

Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 1/10 through 1/16 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 69 paid admissions, 75 water aerobics 
participants and was visited by 105 pass holders. The Blue Fins held 4 practices with approximately 70 
swimmers. 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for January 18 – “Enter the dragon tree” 
• Managers Meeting - Charlotte Sports Park – January 19  
• GI-BMP Training – January 20  
• Haverhill Woods neighborhood watch program - Presentation: “Venomous Creatures” - Port 

Charlotte United Methodist Church, 21075 Quesada Ave, Port Charlotte – January 21.  
• Landscape Garden Series begins - Turf – January 22  
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Natural Resources 

This week staff continued the exotic treatment work at Charlotte Flatwoods Environmental Park. Among the 
species treated Lygodium and Brazilian pepper. The treatment of exotic/invasive species is ongoing and an 
important aspect of land management in our Floridian landscape.  

In addition to exotic/invasive treatment staff attended a guided walk at Charlotte Flatwoods Environmental 
Park and continued to work with law enforcement to ensure site security of the park. Through a good 
working relationship with Charlotte County Sheriff's Office and organized activities with different user 
groups this and other properties will gain popularity with the citizens of Charlotte County and the 
surrounding area. 

 

Human Services 

Veteran Services staff assisted a retired Army veteran switch his prescriptions from Tricare for Life to 
Express Scripts. Before, the veteran would have to drive all the way to MacDill AFB, Tampa just to refill a 
prescription. Now he will be able to have them mailed directly to his home for no cost.  

Family Services staff attended the Children’s Services Action Team meeting. This new group was formerly 
organized through the Children’s Services Council. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss future 
strategic direction. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

Edgewater Drive Widening Phase 2 – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor Boulevard 
and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central portion of the 
county and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three bridges (West 
Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five intersections, 
four of which will be roundabouts. Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, sidewalks/bike 
lanes, and landscaping.  

This project includes Construction, Engineering and Inspection (CEI) services to ensure compliance with 
federal rules and requirements. The Board of County Commissioners approved the CEI contract with 
Southwest Engineering & Design on Nov. 12, 2014. Construction Contract: Owen-Ames-Kimball, Construction 
schedule: 1/5/2015 – 2/5/2017 

Excerpts from www.GoEP2.com  

Notice of Rescheduled Road Closure - Intersection of Lake View Boulevard and Edgewater Drive 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Jan. 15, 2016) – Closure of the Lake View Boulevard and Edgewater Drive intersection 
previously scheduled for Monday, Jan. 18 will be postponed to 10 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 19 due to inclement 
weather. The closure will remain in effect until further notice.  

Lake View Boulevard will be closed between Webster Drive NW and Edgewater Drive. Traffic will be routed on a 
local detour. Local traffic from Edgewater Drive will also be routed on a detour. Visit www.GoEP2.com for a 
detour map. 

Access to Spring Lake Park from Edgewater Drive will be closed until further notice. Beginning Jan. 19, follow the 
detour and signage from the park lot at Lake View Boulevard at Webster Avenue NW to gain entry to Spring 
Lake Park and its boat ramp. 

http://www.goep2.com/
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Edgewater Drive remains closed to through traffic between Midway Boulevard and Harbor Boulevard. 

Motorists are asked to use caution and obey signage while navigating detours as work crews complete utility 
installation and roadway reconstruction in the area. 

Thomas Marine Construction will replace and widen three bridges along the Edgewater Driver Corridor in 
Port Charlotte across the East Spring Lake, West Spring Lake and Sunrise Waterway. The contractor 
anticipates leaving one of the spans open at all times for marine traffic. Any channel restrictions or 
temporary closures will be coordinated with the Coast Guard and published in the Local Notice to Mariners. 

 

Maintenance & Operations (Jan. 13 – Jan. 19) 

A total of 66 new requests were received related to drainage, asphalt repair, shoulder repair, brush and 
illegal dumping.  

Drainage line & grade: 21,971 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    13,920 SF in Deep Creek 
Small pipe install:  68 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 
Menzie ditch cutting:  83,000 SF in Suncoast Boulevard 
    3,520 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    90,000 SF in West Charlotte Stormwater  
Menzie ditch digging: 1,400 SF in Grove City 
Culvert cleaning:  24 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    4 culverts in Deep Creek 
Boom mower:   Cut 69,626 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 30,700 CY in Lemon Bay 
    Cut 15,600 CY in Englewood East 
Asphalt repair:  Utilized 5.98 tons of material to repairs locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds.  

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control (Jan. 13 - Jan. 19) 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   8     
• Landing rate counts taken:  0 
• Traps set:    0 
• Service requests:   0  

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   7 
• Sites inspected:   0 
• Mitigation sites maintained:  1 
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Scott Schermerhorn, Mosquito and Aquatic Weed Control Manager and Johnny Hunter, Pest Management 
Coordinator, participated in an interview regarding Charlotte County’s Mosquito Control Program with two 
researchers (Shannon Brunner and Allison Tatarsky) from the Global Health Group University of California 
San Francisco with support from the Parker Foundation. Their project accelerating to sero: revolutionizing 
vector control for malaria elimination is using traditional vector control tools such as indoor spraying and 
insecticide treated sleeping nets. They are also interested in comparing several of Florida Mosquito Control 
Districts’ operations and overall strategies for potential use in third world countries for the reduction of 
malaria and other arbovirus linked diseases. The researchers also interviewed managers of Lee and Manatee 
County’s programs. 

 

Tourism 

The Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau exhibited during the annual Travel Expo on Friday, Jan. 15, 
in partnership with Fishermen’s Village and Sleep Inn & Suites. This consumer travel show, held at the 
Wildwood Community Center near The Villages, typically attracts approximately 4,000-5,000 vacation 
seekers looking for a variety of getaways. The VCB distributed Visitor Guides and expects to add over 800 
contacts to its leisure travel database for future electronic marketing endeavors. Staff fielded a variety of 
detailed questions about our destination including inquiries relating to our beaches, golf, accommodations, 
fishing, kayaking, events and nature tours. 

 

 


