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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 2/23/16 
 

Community Services 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

Harold Avenue Youth Basketball League’s 9/10, 11/12, 13/14, and 15/17 year old divisions all had their first round 
of playoffs. Teams fought hard to scratch their way into the next round. Divisions were whittled down to 
only four teams in each bracket. Teams then competed in the Semi-Finals for the right to vie for the 
Championship. Games on Saturday, Feb. 20 were from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Championship times for each division 
areas followed.  9/10 division was at 4 p.m.; 11/12 was at 5 p.m.; 13/14 was at 6 p.m.; and 15/17 was at 7 p.m. 
Harold Avenue is where the action is. Let’s cheer these kids on! 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

Wed. Feb. 10, there was a Tai Chi class from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. It has been very popular with about 50 
people showing up to participate. There was also a neighborhood hood watch meeting “Buckeye 
Horseshoe” from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Thurs. Feb. 11, the Promenaders were here for their big dance from 6:30-9:30 p.m.   

Fri. Feb. 12, there was a sweet 16 birthday party from 7-10 p.m.  There were 65 people at the party. 

Sat. Feb. 13, was a huge anniversary party with 240 people in attendance.  They started preparing at 10 a.m. 
with full kitchen use and transformed the center into an amazing display for their party.  They were here 
from 10 a.m. until 12:00 a.m. 

Sun. Feb. 14, Port Charlotte Beach staff worked the Storybook weddings: A vow renewal event at Bayshore 
Park. We were there from 9 a.m. until about 4 p.m. 

Tues. Feb. 16, there was a Tai Chi class from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. again with about 50 people.   

That evening there was a sheriff’s meeting from 4:30-8 p.m. 

Wed. Feb. 17, the center was set up for a commissioners meeting from 4:30-8 p.m. 

Port Charlotte Beach Pool 

For the week of Feb. 10-16, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 266 paid admissions, was visited by 76 pass 
holders and had 83 water aerobics participants. In addition, staff conducted one private swim lesson series.  

Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool 

For the week of Feb. 7-13 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 116 paid admissions, 37 water aerobics 
participants and was visited by 73 pass holders. The Blue fins held 3 practices with approximately 60 
swimmers. The restrooms and locker rooms floors were redone and look amazing.  We are receiving many 
compliments from the pool patrons about the new floors. 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for Feb. 15 – “Lawns can get stressed” 
• Managers Meeting - MCRL Administration Conference Room –Feb. 16  
• GI-BMP Training – Feb. 17 
• 2016 MG Trainee Interviews – Feb. 18  
• Promotion and Permanent Status workshop - Manatee County –Feb. 19 
• Landscape Garden Series - “Underutilized Landscape Plants” –Feb. 19  
• South Central Monthly CED Meeting – Feb. 19  
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Natural Resources 

Another busy week for Natural Resources staff. In the past week staff has been involved in a number of 
projects throughout the county. In West County Staff directed a mechanical reduction of vegetation at the 
Cedar Point Environmental Park. This work is part of the ongoing land management efforts but also in 
response to the continued threat of wildfire. In 2014 Cedar Point Environmental Park was struck repeatedly 
by lightning igniting 8 separate wildfires and burning some 30 acres of the property. In January of this year 
again lightning strikes ignited another 3 wildfires which burned approximately 10-15 acres. These wildfires 
will continue to occur with some frequency until regular prescribed burning activities become a part of the 
land management schedule on this property.  

Staff conducted a prescribed burn on Biscayne Trust Conservation Easement on Saturday February 13th.  
Staff burned approximately 128 acres. This action is the most effective ecological land management practice 
we can employ. Florida is a pyrogenic (fire adapted) ecosystem and many species are dependent on periodic 
fire. In addition to the ecological benefits this latest burn satisfies the final condition of the agreed upon 
WHIP grant contract with the Natural Resource Conservation Service through the United States Department 
of Agriculture.  

Staff also led a group of volunteers in an exotic species treatment. The target species in last week’s action 
was Brazilian pepper. Brazilian pepper was initially brought to Florida as an ornamental in the landscaping 
industry. Like many introduced species this fast growing prolific plant quickly came to dominate our natural 
areas and in any disturbed area pepper grows quickly and takes advantage of the space. 

Historical Center 

The Charlotte County Historical Center opened the historic Cookie House for tours during Lemon Bay Fest on 
Feb. 11. A total of 97 people visited the 290 sq. ft. building in Cedar Point Environmental Park in Englewood, 
FL. This building was part of the world-renowned Bass Biological Laboratory with connections to Mote 
Marine Laboratory in Sarasota, FL. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

Burnt Store Road (Phase 3) Widening – Construction consists of widening Burnt Store Road, between the 
Lee County Line and a point north of Zemel Road, to a four-lane divided suburban typical section including 
stormwater management, drainage improvements, street lighting, 6' sidewalks on both sides of the 
roadway, utility relocations and additions. Construction Contract: Gibbs & Register, Construction Schedule: 
3/10/2014 – 2/15/2016  

This project is complete and is in the final phase of close out.  

Punch lists are being completed and a final walk through will be conducted in March. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled March 24 at 3 p.m. and will be held at the Charlotte County Utilities 
plant entrance. 

 

Projects in Design or Negotiation 

Piper Road North Extension – Piper Road will be extended north from Henry Street to US 17 at the existing 
Regents Road intersection. The Airport Commerce Park has been identified as a priority for business 
development. At the present time, there is a limited roadway network in place serving the airport therefore 
additional roadway and utility improvements will be required to support new or expanded businesses within 
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the corridor. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 2010-2011, Procurement 
Process: February – May 2016, Projected Start of Construction: Summer 2016 

All project documents, including bid specifications and design plans, are undergoing a final review prior to 
bid solicitation. Engineering staff expect to have the project package ready to send to the Purchasing 
Department by the end of February.   

Tom Adam’s Bridge Rehabilitation Phase 2 – This rehabilitation project will replace the existing 
Tenderhouse, electrical and mechanical equipment. The proposed Tenderhouse will provide a gateway to 
Manasota Key and will feature a standing seam roof, color coordinated with the Bridge, and large 
observation windows designed to withstand hurricane winds. The proposed Tenderhouse will provide 
visibility of traffic and pedestrians approaching the structure when the Bridge is being opened or closed. 
Currently, the Bridge tender's view is obstructed. The existing Tenderhouse will be removed providing a 
scenic outlook for pedestrians. The existing concrete railing and guardrail will be removed and replaced with 
a steel traffic barrier and aluminum handrail, which will allow for widening the sidewalk to a minimum of five 
(5) feet. The sidewalk surface will be topped to correct slope and alignment issues, making easier for 
pedestrians to cross the bridge. The rehabilitation project also includes the replacement of the existing 
traffic gates, traffic signals, the approach slabs, abutment wall cap, slope pavement, and the Bridge will be 
repainted. Design Contract: Charlotte Engineering & Surveying, Design/Permitting Schedule: 7/2/2012 – 
Summer 2014, Procurement Process: Complete 7/14/2015, Projected Start of Construction: 4/18/2016 

Quinn Construction submitted shop drawings for the gear reducers, pedestrian railing, traffic barrier, 
aluminum window/door framing material and glazing material, which have been approved, so work can 
commence on April 18. 

 

Maintenance & Operations (Feb. 10 – Feb. 16) 

A total of 79 new requests were received related to drainage, asphalt repair, brush, shoulder repair, and 
illegal dumping.  

Drainage line & grade: 38,650 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    6,500 SF in Gulf Cove  
    18,180 SF in Deep Creek 
Small pipe install:  64 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    24 LF in Gulf Cove 
    32 LF in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
Menzie ditch cutting:  23,100 SF in Road & Bridge South  
    160,000 SF in West Charlotte Stormwater 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 43 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 10 culverts in Grove City 
    Cleaned 12 culverts in Englewood East 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Gulf Cove 
    Cleaned 5 culverts in Northwest Port Charlotte  
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Deep Creek 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Road & Bridge South 
Boom mower:   Cut 62,400 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 37,500 CY in Road & Bridge West 
    Cut 13,268 CY in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    Cut 22,195 CY in Murdock Village 
Asphalt repair:  Utilized 5.43 tons of material to repairs locations throughout the County 
Debris removal:  Removed 23,320 pounds of debris from locations throughout the County 
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Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds.  

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control (Feb. 10 – Feb. 16) 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   5,177      
• Landing rate counts taken:  9 
• Traps set:    0 
• Service requests:   6  

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   0 
• Sites inspected:   11 
• Mitigation sites maintained:  0 

 

Tourism 

Tampa Bay Rays pitchers, catchers and staff reported for spring training at the Charlotte Sports Park last 
week. For the sixth year, the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau welcomed media covering the 
event by sponsoring the spring training opening press conference lunch (Feb. 18.) The event was attended 
by about 50 members of the media and Rays staff and provided an opportunity to reconnect with members 
of the media and remind them of what there is to do in Charlotte County.   

 

 


