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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 3/8/16 
 

Community Development 

On Monday, February 29, 2016 Shawn Horton, Code Enforcement Manger and Gary Rodehorst, Code 
Enforcement Officer spoke to the “009” Neighborhood Watch Group reference the general code 
enforcement process and certain requirements for permitting- to include sheds, water heaters, fences (and 
setback issues). Approx. 15 members attended. 

The Licensing Division has been in the Deep Creek area doing proactive stops verifying contractor licenses, 
permits and handing informational brochures and business cards out to the homeowners.  Both the 
homeowners and licensed contractors have been very responsive to the proactive work we have been doing 
to ensure that they are not taken advantage of and become victimized.  

 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

Spring Training is full swing here at the Charlotte Sports Park.  2300 fans have been present as the Tampa 
Bay Rays took the practice fields to gear up for their 2016 season.  Our Spring Training Season Ticket Holder 
BBQ was a great success as well.  Rays players were available for a question and answer session as well as 
some pictures.  Opening Day is Wednesday, March 2nd against the Washington Nationals.   Go RAYS!!! 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

Harold Avenue played host to the Charlotte County Soccer Federation as they held their annual coaches 
meeting at Harold on Tuesday, March 1. Registration for the summer youth basketball league is underway 
with many players and parents stopping by to pick up registration forms. The annual Easter Egg Hunts are 
coming up fast and the staff at Harold Avenue are doing finishing touches to ensure the event will be a 
success. 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation is a very busy center with activities – every Thursday night you can hear the 
music and feet dancing as the Promenader’s do their square dancing from 6:30 to 9:30.  They had a group of 
55 people this past Thursday. 

Tai-Chi classes are held in the recreation center as well and this last week they had 45 people on Friday and 
Monday.  It’s a great way to relax. 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center is a great place to hold your wedding.  You can’t beat the view and 
the rooms can accommodate different size weddings.  This past weekend there were two weddings one on 
Saturday that was host to about 70 guests and on Sunday there were about 100 guests.  

March also starts the Senior Games – Fit for Life and Port Charlotte hosted the Bocce event with 13 
participants from 8:30am to 12:30 pm on March 1.  

South County Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 2/24 through 3/3, South County Regional Park Pool over the past two weeks had 156 paid 
admissions, was visited by 230 pass holders and had 31 water aerobics participants. CCS Blue fins held 18 
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practices for a total of 360 “splashes.” Swim lessons currently have 10 registered for Spring Session which is 
due to start on March 8. Weather is warming up and pool use is on the rise. 

Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 2-21-16 through 2-27-16 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 171 paid admissions, 75 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 105 pass holders. The Bluefin’s held 4 practices with approximately 
50 swimmers.    

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for Feb. 29 – “The well-dressed pittosporum” 
• Managers Meeting - MCRL Administration Conference Room – Feb. 29  
• Transportation Survey Due to Brenda Rogers/Dr. Vavrina – Feb. 29 
• 2016 MG Training Class  - Orientation – March 1 
• Commercial Turf Program  - Venice – March 2  
• Employee Ambassador Program - Community Center - Tringali Park - Pam Phillippe – March 2 
• KMPG Strategic Planning - Port Charlotte Beach Complex –  
• Ag Venture - Desoto County –   

Natural Resources 

This week Staff participated in gopher tortoise training and certification. This training will develop and 
improve field identification skills. The increased skill will benefit not only Parks and Natural Resources but 
also other departments within the county such as Utilities and Public Works.  

Parks 

• Installed park bench supplied through the donation program at Anger Fishing Pier 
• Trimmed Ollie’s Pond park trail and disposed of debris 
• Reopened McGuire Park restrooms after vandalism 
• Cleared out debris from Deep Creek Park due to tornado damage of area homes 

 

Human Services 

2-1-1 Supervisor, Faezeh Andrews, participated in an online conference call training via IT called “Zoom 
Scorecard.” In this training call center supervisors are able to access step by step screen shots of data entry 
as each call is taken and recorded at the same time. This model is utilized to rate call takers and provide 
training as appropriate. This model meets national accreditation criteria for 2-1-1 call centers. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

 

Burnt Store Road (Phase 3) Widening – Construction consists of widening Burnt Store Road, between the 
Lee County Line and a point north of Zemel Road, to a four-lane divided suburban typical section including 
stormwater management, drainage improvements, street lighting, 6' sidewalks on both sides of the 
roadway, utility relocations and additions. Construction Contract: Gibbs & Register, Construction Schedule: 
3/10/2014 – 2/15/2016  
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PUNTA GORDA, Fla (March 1, 2016) – The Burnt Store Road (Phase 3) Widening Project is nearing completion. 
The design speed limit of 55 mph is now in effect.  Public Works would like to thank the residents in the area for 
their consideration given to roadway crews and staff throughout the construction of this project.   

This project is complete and is in the final phase of close out. Punch lists are being completed and a final 
walk through will be conducted in March. A ribbon cutting ceremony is scheduled March 24 at 3 p.m. and will 
be held at the Charlotte County Utilities plant entrance. 

CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) Widening – The purpose of this project is to widen CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) to a 
four-lane divided roadway, from SR 776 to the vicinity of Rotonda Boulevard East. The project includes the 
installation of sidewalks and bicycle facilities. This 790 calendar day project is funded by the 2009 Sales Tax, 
Road Impact Fees, Gasoline Tax and a State Grant. Construction Contract: Construction Manager at Risk, 
Halfacre Construction, Woodruff and Sons, Inc. will be performing on-site construction, Construction 
Schedule: 7/7/2014 – 9/4/2016. 

The intersection of Ingraham Boulevard East at CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) remains closed through March 15 to 
reconstruct the intersection of Ingraham Boulevard East entering South Gulf Cove. Traffic is detoured via 
San Domingo Boulevard and Keystone Boulevard. 

Woodruff and Sons' crews are currently building multiple roadway sections north and south of the bridge. 
Concrete crews are installing sidewalks and curbing in multiple sections of the project.  

Bridge Construction crews are currently building the western section of the new bridge over the Butterford 
Waterway.  

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Feb. 29, 2016) – The intersection at Chailett Road at CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) will be 
closed for approximately 3-4 months. This road closure is necessary to reconstruct the southbound lanes and 
the Butterford Waterway Bridge on CR 771. Traffic is detoured via Chardon Road; traffic control devices are in 
place to assist travelers through the construction area.  

Edgewater Drive Widening Phase 2 – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor Boulevard 
and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central portion of the 
County and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three bridges (West 
Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five intersections, 
four of which will be roundabouts.  Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, sidewalks/bike 
lanes, and landscaping.  

This project includes Construction, Engineering and Inspection (CEI) services to ensure compliance with 
federal rules and requirements. The Board of County Commissioners approved the CEI contract with 
Southwest Engineering & Design on November 12, 2014. Construction Contract: Owen-Ames-Kimball, 
Construction schedule: 1/5/2015 – 2/5/2017 

Excerpts from www.GoEP2.com  

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Feb. 24, 2016) – The intersection of Port Charlotte Boulevard and Edgewater Drive has 
been reopened. Port Charlotte Boulevard is now accessible to through traffic between Chelsea Court and 
Edgewater Drive. Edgewater Drive remains closed to through traffic between Midway Boulevard and Harbor 
Boulevard. 

• Midway to West Spring Lake Bridge – The water main, re-use main, and force mains are complete. 
Storm sewer, gravity sewer, roadway base, curb, sidewalk, paving and lighting are in progress. 
Currently, progress is primarily focused from Sheeley Street to the West Spring Lake Bridge, 
including construction of the Lakeview roundabout. Bridge deck arches and sidewalks are underway 
on West Spring Lake Bridge. 

• West Spring Lake Bridge to East Spring Lake Bridge – Work is underway on the storm sewer, re-use 
main and the West Tarpon roundabout. Bridge pilings are partially complete on East Spring Lake 
Bridge. Work to continue through March. 

http://www.goep2.com/
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• East Spring Lake Bridge to Sunrise Bridge – Storm sewer and re-use main work is underway. Sunrise 
Bridge construction is scheduled to begin in early spring.  

• Sunrise Bridge to Harbour Boulevard – The water main is complete. The force main and gravity 
sewer are both complete under the Harbor Boulevard intersection.  

Midway Boulevard Widening Phase 2 – This project will complete the widening of Midway Boulevard from 
Sharpe Street (just east of Harbor Drive) to the intersection of Kings Highway (about 2.25 miles). Design 
includes four lanes of traffic with center turn lanes, new sidewalks on both sides, a closed drainage system, 
new traffic signals at Beacon Drive, new pedestrian crossings at the schools, new lighting, and a new water 
and sewer system along the corridor. Temporary sidewalks, meeting the ADA requirement, will be installed 
during construction to maintain all pedestrian access. Midway Boulevard may be closed to through traffic at 
times however mail delivery, emergency services and access to local residences will be maintained during 
construction. This project was selected for inclusion in the 2008 Sales Tax Referendum. Construction 
Contract: Forsberg Construction, Construction Schedule: 6/30/2015 – Summer 2018 

Construction of the storm drainage systems is underway; multiple crews are currently installing 48" concrete 
pipe from Amsted Street to Agra Street. Following the installation of the storm drainage system, crews will 
concentrate on the new 48" gravity sewer system between Kings Highway and Achilles Street. Midway 
Boulevard remains closed to through traffic from Achilles Street to Kings Highway. More information is 
available at http://midwayupdate.com/. 

 

Projects in Design or Negotiation 

SR 776 / US 41 Gateway Landscaping – The purpose of this project is to landscape and beautify the gateway 
area to the western portion of Charlotte County on SR 776 from US 41 to Murdock Circle. The addition of 
landscape materials, decorative trees including palms and oaks, shrubs, ground cover, sod and mulch will 
augment the appearance of the gateway to western Charlotte County.  

Irrigation, electrical services and maintenance of the landscaping and irrigation system is included in this 
project which is funded, in part, by a grant from the Florida Highway Beautification Council. Design Contract: 
DMJ & Associates, Design/Permitting Schedule: Completed Fall 2015, Procurement Process: 2/2/2016 – Spring 
2016, Projected Start of Construction: Spring 2016 

Bids were opened on March 2. A recommendation to award the construction contract will be presented to 
the Board of County Commissioners on March 22. 

 

Drainage Projects 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Fordham Waterway at Quasar FOR 4.60 – This project 
provides for the construction of a stormwater control structure under Quasar Boulevard at the Fordham 
Waterway.  The new structure will replace two 60" reinforced concrete pipes and a 50' weir with one 8'x10' 
box culvert and a 6' weir. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 10/01/2013 – 
10/01/2014, Procurement Process: 1/20/2016 – April 2016, Projected Start of Construction: May 2016. 

A "Request for Bids" is currently advertised through the Purchasing Department. The Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled March 16 at 9 a.m. with Bid Opening scheduled March 30 at 2 p.m. Both will be held in the 
Purchasing Division Conference Room. 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Niagara Waterway at Quasar NIA 5.09 – This project provides 
for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under Quasar Boulevard at the 
Niagara Waterway. The new structure will replace two 48" metal pipes and a 44' weir with two 48" concrete 
pipes and a 20' weir. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: 05/01/2013 – 
9/1/2014, Procurement Process: Jan – April 2016, Projected Start of Construction: May 2016 

http://midwayupdate.com/
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A "Request for Bids" is currently advertised through the Purchasing Department. The Pre-Bid Conference is 
scheduled March 16 at 9 a.m. with Bid Opening scheduled March 30 at 2 p.m. Both will be held in the 
Purchasing Division Conference Room. 

 

Lighting District (accomplishments for Feb.) 

Charlotte County CIP Projects 

• Midway Boulevard Widening Project - All maintenance functions towards the traffic signal for 
Midway Blvd. at Kings Highway has been transferred to the project’s sub-contractor.    

• Gasparilla Road Widening Project - All maintenance functions towards the traffic signal for SR776.at 
Gasparilla Road has been transferred to the project’s sub-contractor.     

• Edgewater Phase II - Installation of roadway lighting conduit and pole bases has begun.   
• Burnt Store Road Phase III - All poles on the West side of the road have been installed and are 

operational.  Contractor to be addressing punch list items soon. 
• Rotonda Bridge Lighting - Began construction of load centers. 

 

Lighting District Projects 

• In November 2015 a crew installed new electrical service onto the existing service pole for the Florida 
Department of Transportation decorative lights on the US 41 bridges over the Peace River.  Once 
power had been established, a crew returned to complete the remaining conduit tie-ins and 
switched over to the new electrical load center without any interruption of service.  

• A section of roadway lights along Harborview Road developed an issue causing a circuit breaker to 
trip.  A crew isolated the problem and installed new conductors between two light poles.  

• Replaced a video detection camera and camera processor to correct problems experienced during 
fog and rainy conditions on US 41 at Kings Highway. 

• Installed replacement LED traffic signal displays furnished by the Florida Department of 
Transportation.  The replacement displays were installed on US41 at Carousel Plaza, on US17 at 
Marlympia Way, I-75 southbound ramps, I-75 northbound ramps, and Bermont Road.  

• Installed replacement LED traffic signal displays for signalized intersections on Kings Highway at 
Veterans Boulevard, Quesada Boulevard at Forrest Nelson Boulevard and Midway Boulevard at 
Harbor Boulevard.  

• Upgraded video detection processor firmware on US 41 at Kings Highway, Carousel Plaza and Jones 
Loop at Knights/Mac Dr.  

• Responded to a trouble call after normal business hours for a pedestrian pole destroyed during a 
motor vehicle accident on Olympia Avenue at Nesbit Street.  Crew made the area safe and will return 
to make repairs once materials are obtained.  

• Responded to a trouble call after normal business hours for street light pole destroyed during a 
motor vehicle accident on Placida Road at Dowling Street.  A crew picked up the parts and pieces 
then replaced the pole.   

• Responded to a trouble call after normal business hours for street light pole destroyed during a 
motor vehicle accident on Kings Highway just north of Olean Blvd.  A crew picked up the parts and 
pieces then replaced the pole.   

• Responded to a trouble call to the intersection of Rampart Boulevard at Luther Road.  A tornado 
passed thru the area and cause moderate damage to the traffic signal equipment.  The signal 
controller cabinet door was ripped open, the signal control electronics were pulled off the shelf, the 
cabinet was lifted from its base and the video detection monitor was completely missing.  Damage 
to the overhead equipment was mostly minor with twisted signal displays and video detection 
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cameras, missing signal visors, damaged back plates, and one destroyed illuminated street name 
sign.  Crews made the required repairs and waited for Florida Power and Light to restore power. 

• Cleaned and washed aerial lift truck and presented it at Government Day held at Charlotte County 
Utilities. 

• Corrected video detection issues on Jones Loop at Knights/Mac Drive which were caused by dirty 
camera lenses.  Due to the discovery of dirty lenses at this intersection, the crew cleaned all of the 
remaining camera lenses along this corridor preventing possible future complaints.  

• The Traffic Management Center identified a vehicle detection issue with the northbound left turn on 
US 41 at Easy Street.  A crew responded and discovered a cut vehicle detection wire in the asphalt.  
Temporary repairs were made restoring detection.  A costly permanent repair was not made due to 
an upcoming Florida Department of Transportation project which will be completely rebuilding this 
entire intersection 

• The Traffic Management Center identified a vandalized incident management camera dome.  The 
camera’s protective, plastic dome had been shot with what appeared to be a BB gun.  A crew 
replaced the camera dome.  All other functionality of the camera was not damaged. 

• The Traffic Management Center identified a vehicle detection issue with the south bound left turn on 
US41 at Olean Boulevard.  Staff investigated and traced the issue to a faulty inductive vehicle loop 
detector. 

• Responded to the intersection of US41 at Olean Boulevard for an intermittent red arrow on the 
south bound left turn.   The signal display was replaced. 

• Investigated several complaints both in the field and via the Traffic Management Center for reports 
of the south bound left turn on US41 at Carousel Plaza not cycling properly.  Staff identified the 
cause of the issue to be associated with lane closures on Cochran Boulevard at US 41 by Florida 
Power & Light. 

• Assisted the Community Services Department by making repairs to the lights shining onto the 
basketball courts at G.C. Herring Park.  

• Responded to a complaint of a school flashing beacon pole leaning badly on Toledo Blade at 
Midnight Street. It appeared the pole was struck by a motor vehicle.  The pole was straightened up. 

• Responded to the intersection of Toledo Blade Boulevard at Hillsborough Boulevard for a report of 
the intersection not cycling correctly.  Crew identified the issue to a time of day drift in the detection 
processor.  

• A crew returned to Veterans Blvd. closest to Peachland Blvd. after a motor vehicle accident 
destroyed a street light pole.  The crew installed a transformer base over the wiring until 
replacement pole assembly arrives.   

• Worked with the roadway lighting contractor from the Burnt Store Road widening project reviewing 
quantities for accuracy.    

• Attended weekly progress meetings and participated in underground signal conduit inspections for 
the US 41 widening project. 

 

Traffic Management Center 

• 2/21/16 - Responded to major incident involving I-75 SB closure due to tractor trailer crash. Detour 
route from I-75 to Toledo Blade, US41, Veterans Blvd, and Kings Highway.  Closure and detour was 
for approx. 24 hours. Adjustments to all affected traffic signals in detour route to help alleviate 
delays. 

• Reviewing new signal timings for Kings Highway from Sandhill Blvd to Village Dr. 
• Installed traffic signal coordination timings for Jones Loop Rd from I-75 to Indian Springs Cemetery 

Rd. 
• Continue to monitor Jones Loop Rd timings. 
• Replacing monitors in TMC for enhanced performance.  
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• Migrating new software for Incident Management Cameras to server for use within TMC. 
• Continue monitoring of US 41 traffic signals due to Edgewater Rd closure. 
• Continue efforts promoting the TMC’s Twitter account for traffic incidents. Over 200 followers and 

increasing 

Locates Performed 

344 Requests for underground utility locates were received, generating 109 tickets for locates. 

Trouble Calls 

20 trouble calls received responded to and problems of various natures resolved. 

 

Maintenance & Operations (Feb. 24 – March 1) 

A total of 81 new requests were received related to drainage, asphalt repair, brush, and illegal dumping.  

Drainage line & grade: 26,350 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    5,940 SF in Deep Creek 
    4,600 SF in Gulf Cove 
Small pipe install:  24 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 
Menzie ditch cutting:  95,000 SF in South Charlotte Stormwater  
    30,000 SF in Gulf Cove 
    120,000 SF in West Charlotte Stormwater 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 6 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 23 culverts in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in South Punta Gorda Heights 
    Cleaned 6 culvert in Road &Bridge South 
    Cleaned 2 culverts in Gulf Cove 
Boom mower:   Cut 83,803 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 3,285 CY in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    Cut 8,080 CY in Charlotte Ranchettes 
    Cut 46,400 CY in Road & Bridge West 
Asphalt repair:  Utilized 8.67 tons of material to repairs locations throughout the County 
Debris removal:  Removed 2,240 pounds of debris from locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds.  

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control (Feb. 24 – March 1) 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   8,051 
• Landing rate counts taken:  3 
• Traps set:    6 
• Service requests:   10 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   6 
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• Sites inspected:   11 
• Mitigation sites maintained:  1 

Mosquito Control (Feb. Highlight) 

Beth Carey-Kovach, Biological Specialist, presented How Computer Platforms Can Be Used to Enhance an 
Active Mosquito Management Program at the 82nd Annual American Mosquito Control Association’s annual 
meeting in Savannah, Ga. held Feb. 8-11.  Over nine hundred mosquito experts from around the country and 
globe attended the conference.   

While Zika was not the main reason for the conference, it was a subject of many side discussions. Mosquito 
control techniques were discussed and presentations ranged from viral transmission of diseases such as 
Zika, West Nile, Dengue Fever, and Chickungunya to detection of flavivirus by antibody testing and 
polymerase chain reaction analysis.  Other presentations included the efficacy of certain insecticides on 
mosquito populations, how to increase disease surveillance, and how to effectively disseminate insecticide 
so it has the opportunity to be the most effective.  General mosquito control topics were also presented.   

Charlotte County was represented well by Mrs. Cary–Kovach and her presentation regarding the 
advancements in data management was well received.  Both She and Scott Schermerhorn, Mosquito Control 
Manager, returned with new ideas to improve Charlotte County’s mosquito control program. While some of 
the ideas will be implemented over time, one fundamental has not changed - educational outreach remains 
imperative in all areas of the world.  The removal of standing water in containers, effective drainage, the use 
of repellent and screens are simple but highly effective measures everyone can use to reduce the mosquito 
nuisance problem. 

 

Tourism 

Nominations for the 2016 Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame are being accepted now through 5 p.m. on 
April 12, 2016. Established in 2014, the Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame was created to honor people 
whose body of work in support of Charlotte County tourism has been both exceptional and diverse. The 
Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame recognizes people who have a body of work relating to Charlotte 
County tourism spanning at least 10 years. This recognition is given only to those who, through their efforts 
and leadership, have had a significant impact on Charlotte County’s tourism. Induction into the Charlotte 
County Tourism Hall of Fame is not for a single event, activity or act, but rather for continual service to 
Charlotte County’s tourism industry over a period of ten or more years. Becky Bovell was the 2014 inductee 
and Capt. Marian Schneider was inducted in 2015. Complete guidelines for the Charlotte County Tourism Hall 
of Fame nomination process can be found at http://www.charlotteharbortravel.com/tdc/hof/. 

 

 

http://www.charlotteharbortravel.com/tdc/hof/

