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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 3/29/16 
 

Community Development 

The Licensing Division conducted sweeps of West County along with workers compensation investigators and 
the workers compensation Fraud division. Numerous Stop Work orders were issued by the State for failure to 
maintain workers compensation coverage on employees. Additionally, another sweep was conducted with the 
same group of the tornado affected area. Citations were also issued for unlicensed contracting. 

Shawn Horton, Code Enforcement Manager and Chris Leroux, Code Enforcement Officer, spoke to the Buena 
Vista N/W Homeowners Group of about 22 people. Discussed were enforcement procedures and multi-
jurisdictional approaches to certain types of violations. The information was well received and appreciated. 

 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The staff here at the Charlotte Sports Park have been busy bees making sure the Tampa Bay Rays Spring 
Training season goes on without a glitch. We have seen 40,785 fans since the season began in the beginning 
of March! Our largest crowd this season came on March 18 with a total of 5,549 fans enjoying the game 
against the Boston Red Sox. Go Rays! 

Tringali Recreation Center 

Tringali Park is coming down the home stretch in regards to the 16th annual “Fit for Life” Senior Games. The 
Cycling event took place March 13 and it went very well, but don’t take my word for it. Recreation Specialist 
Joe Guerzo stated “Jerry Dubois came in and wanted to compliment us on the cycling event we put on for the 
Senior Games on Sunday. He gave us a glowing review, saying we far exceeded his expectations.” We hosted 
Commissioner Deutsch’s Public Meeting Monday, March 22 and it was well attended. We’re gearing up for our 
annual youth fishing tournament, Big Surf XVIII, which will take place April 9 at Englewood Beach. It’s a free 
event open to children ages 3 to 12, where they will be taught the fundamentals of fishing from local fishing 
gurus as well as enjoying some good ole’ barbeque. 

Harold Avenue Recreation Center 

We had a great turnout to the Adaptive Easter Egg Hunt Saturday, March 19 despite the turn in the weather. 
Parents were extremely appreciative of the event and for the amount of vendors who came out and donated 
their time for their community. Thanks to our vendors Charlotte County Libraries, Staywell, Modern Woodmen 
of America, Haven Dance, Hearts of Edgewater, Gulf Central Early Steps, Bisque It Studio, Goodwill of 
Southwest Florida, Community Special Needs Resources, and the Center for Autism & Related Disabilities. We 
are expecting an even greater amount of people at the traditional Easter egg hunt on Saturday, March 26 at 
North Charlotte Regional Park. 

Saturday, March 19 was the first time that the A&D Girls Basketball League hosted games at Harold Avenue. 
The Charlotte County Women’s Tennis League also held their first meeting for their next season at Harold 
Avenue Recreation Center that Saturday. 

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

We had our weekly Promenader’s Thursday night…it has been a popular night with lots of square dancing. 
They have every Thursday booked through the month of April. Starting Friday, March 25 is a new class, it’s a 
Chi-Gong demonstration. Saturday, March 26 we hosted a 15th B-Day party from 2 p.m.-6 p.m. And, on 
Monday and Wednesday the center is booked for Tai-Chi. 
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Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool 

For the week of 3/13 through 3/19 Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool had 613 paid admissions, 144 water 
aerobics participants and was visited by 125 pass holders. The Blue Fins held 4 practices with approximately 
60 swimmers. 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for March 21 – “Pruning crape myrtles - is it really necessary?” 
• 2016 MG Training Class March 21 – “Plant Biology and Keys to Plant Identification” by Stephen Brown 
• Master Gardener Radio Show - 10 a.m. March 22 – WCCF 1580 
• Travel to Gainesville – March 22 
• Urban Landscape Summit - Gainesville – March 23 
• 2016 MG Training Class - Pesticides & Pesticide Safety – March 24 
• District Strategic Planning Training - Plant City – March 25 

Natural Resources 

This week Land Management staff continued the Scrub-jay surveys at Prairie Creek Preserve (west side.) The 
Jay population seems strong and the initial numbers are indicative of a stable population. In addition to 
Scrub-jay, staff also found nesting red tailed hawks and nesting swallow tailed kites. 

In addition to the survey, staff assisted the Florida Master Naturalist program by leading the uplands 
component of the course. The FMN program is an educational program for people interested in learning 
about the different natural communities in Florida. Staff assisted by participating in a walk at Prairie Creek, 
sharing managing practices and goals for different habitat types as well as identifying plant and animal 
species along the walk. 

Natural Resources staff is working with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection on a Best 
Management Practices (BMP) manual for tow boat operators in regards to grounded vessels. Once 
implemented this BMP has the potential to provide valuable information to both local and state agencies 
including but not limited to additional navigational aids, dredging priorities and even benthic habitat 
monitoring and/or restoration efforts. 

Historical Center 

The charter bus for the Historical Cemeteries Tour was at max capacity on March 11. The Charlotte County 
Historical Center guided passengers through the county to some of our oldest historic cemeteries with tons 
of history to tell along the way. Living historians greeted guests and brought their pioneering history to life. As 
of February 25, all known historic cemeteries in Charlotte County have historic markers and this tour was a 
means to have our citizens ‘Get Up & Get History’! To view these historic markers and more, visit 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov under the Playing page and click the Charlotte County Historical Center link. 

Parks 

• Supported the Adaptive Easter Egg Hunt at Bayshore Live Oak Park 
• Removed Seagrapes at Englewood Beach and replaced with new 
• Fixed wash-out at Allapatchee Shores Park and filled in retention ponds 
• Playgrounds sprayed for weeds 
• No Alcohol/No Smoking signs put up at Kidspace Park 
• Assembled 2 bleachers for tennis courts 

 

Human Services 

Veteran Services Staff, working in concert with the Vietnam Veterans of America, VA Regional Office, and 
Darla Vient in Congressman Rooney’s office was able to push through a correction to a veteran’s previously 
denied claim. The veteran was misdiagnosed as being cured of a cancer, which reduced his VA disability 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/


Page 3 of 6 

benefit from 100% to 10%, creating a severe, negative economic impact. VSO, Larry Brown worked to 
personally get the correct treatment information into the right hands at the VA Regional Office in St. 
Petersburg. In a matter of days, the veteran’s records were corrected and he was awarded 100% disability and 
a retroactive check of over $65,000. 

Veteran Services staff, Terry Keene and Ivey Winkler discussed veteran pension “scams” with Congressman 
Rooney’s staff in Washington DC. Ivey Winkler provided emails to Congressman Rooney’s legislative aide, 
Meghan Rodgers, detailing how companies in our area are preying on elderly veterans and their surviving 
spouses. The information provided was used in legislative session to pass a law which penalizes these 
companies with monetary fines and jail time if convicted. 

 

Public Works 

Active Construction Projects (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

Sidewalks - Burnt Store Lakes – The South Burnt Store MSBU Advisory Board requested sidewalks within 
the Burnt Store Lakes subdivision. Approximately 1.5 miles of sidewalks will be constructed at: Vincent 
Avenue from Boca Vista Road to Burnt Store Road, Saragossa Lane from Cape Horn Boulevard to Burnt Store 
Road, and Rio Togas Road from Cape Horn Boulevard to Burnt Store Road. Construction Contract: V&H 
Construction, Construction Schedule: 2/29/2016 – Spring 2016 

The contractor has completed approximately 20 percent of sidewalk construction on Rio Togas Road. Upon 
completion, construction will then move to Vincent Avenue. Silt fencing will be installed along Vincent Avenue 
by April 4, 2016. 

 

Coastal Projects 

Buena Vista Grassy Point Waterway Maintenance Dredging – Maintenance dredging provides continued 
safe navigation for citizens who utilize the waterways. This project provides for engineering, design and 
permitting to dredge the lateral channels and 500 feet into the interior canals to determine the amount of 
material needed to be removed to restore safe navigation. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: 2/1/2014 - November 2015, Procurement Process: Late 2015 - Spring 2016, 
Projected Start of Construction: Spring 2016 (150 day contract) 

A request for bids was solicited for maintenance dredging and a recommendation to award the contract to 
the lowest, responsive, responsible bidder, Marine Contracting Group, will be presented to the Board of 
County Commissioners on April 12. 

 

Maintenance & Operations (March 16 – March 22) 

A total of 36 new requests were received related to drainage, asphalt repair, shoulder repair, handrail repair, 
brush, and illegal dumping. 

Drainage line & grade: 17,275 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    12,300 SF in Gulf Cove 
    10,752 SF in Harbour Heights 
Small pipe install:  94 LF in Deep Creek 
Large pipe install:  240 LF in Rotonda Lakes 
Menzie ditch cutting:  140,000 SF in West Charlotte Stormwater 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 7 culverts in Gulf Cove 
Boom mower:   Cut 15,865 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 29,750 CY in Englewood East 
    Cut 15,750 CY in South Gulf Cove 
    Cut 8,400 CY in Gulf Cove 
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    Cut 9,960 CY in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    Cut 1,194 CY in Harbour Heights 
Asphalt repair:  Utilized 3.06 tons of material to repairs locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds. 

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control (March 16 – March 22) 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   1,745 
• Landing rate counts taken:  2 
• Traps set:    2 
• Service requests:   13 

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   15 
• Sites inspected:   2 
• Mitigation sites maintained:  0 

 

Other Projects 

Sunshine Lake Circulation Pumps – This project includes the purchase, delivery and installation of three 
(3) solar powered water circulation pumps for placement in the Sunshine Lake and Sunrise Waterway System. 
The pumps (solar) will be capable of circulating water in a 360 degree outflow, at rates (direct and induced 
flow combined) of 10,000 gallons per minute or greater. The pumps will be deployed in waters of between 4 to 
10 feet of depth, with an intake depth of 24 to 36 inches below the lake surface. The pumps shall have 
sufficient flotation and anchoring to remain upright and stable and shall be capable of long-term 
deployments. The design and implementation of the pumps must include measures to exclude/reduce 
occurrences of faunal impingement. Procurement: through 4/12/16, Construction contract: TBD 

This project was advertised for competitive bid. The pre-bid conference was held March 3 with bid opening 
March 23. A recommendation to award the contract to the sole responsive, responsible bidder, Medora 
Corporation of Dickinson, ND will be presented to the Board of County Commissioners on April 12 for 
approval. Completion time is 60 calendar days after receipt of Purchase Order. 

 

Project Highlight (March 24, 2016) 

CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) Widening Project – Underground utilities including water, sewer and water 
reuse lines have been installed and completed throughout the project. Thousands of feet of new sidewalk and 
street lighting are complete and crews are moving north towards the SR 776 intersection. 

Construction of new roadway, sidewalks and street lights will continue to SR 776 as crews build new 
southbound lands and sidewalks from Rotonda Boulevard to the Bridge at the Butterford Waterway. South of 
the Bridge, the northbound roadway is currently being paved. 
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The new Bridge over the Butterford Waterway is under phase 2 construction and is scheduled to be 
completed in the next couple of months; crews are working on the west side of the Bridge. This project is 
approximately 67% complete and is scheduled to be finished in October 2016. 

 

   

     

 

 

Tourism 

The Charlotte County Tourist Development Council is pleased to announce the launch of the Attraction 
Development Program to provide funding to new capital investments that will generate substantial new and 
incremental hotel room nights in Charlotte County. The new Attraction Development Fund is made possible 
by the Tourist Development Tax (TDT). 
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Projects to be considered must pass a two-phase approval process by the Tourism Development Council 
prior to consideration by the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners. Phase I is a short application 
form designed to assess the viability of the application and its conformity to the goals of the fund. Successful 
Phase I applicants will be invited to participate in Phase II. 

Additional information and the applications for Phases I & II can be found at 
www.charlotteharbortravel.com/tdc/adf. 

 

 

http://www.charlotteharbortravel.com/tdc/adf

