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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 8/9/16 
 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The Charlotte Sports Park played host to 3 Gulf Coast League games in the past week. On July 28 the Rays 
took on the Boston Red Sox, July 29 the Orioles visited the Rays, and on August 8th the Minnesota Twins 
made the trip to the Sports Park. There was an average of 100 people in attendance for each of these games. 
The Charlotte Stone Crabs begin a 5 game home series against the Palm Beach Cardinals. GO STONE CRABS! 

Harold Avenue Park 

Harold Avenue Summer Camp is in their 10th week and will be wrapping up the summer next week. This week 
they have enjoyed multiple visits from Kona Ice, Sunny Days ice cream truck, and a trip to Skatium. It's also 
Spirit Week for the camp. Each day is something new and fun for the kids. The themes include Favorite Sports 
Team Day, Pajama Day, Yellow Day, Superhero/Princess Day, and Crazy Socks Day! Numbers are still going 
strong with Pickleball and Table Tennis. Harold Avenue Youth Basketball just finished their 8th week of 
basketball. Only two weeks left of the regular season for the Summer League! 

Port Charlotte Beach Park Pool 

For the week of 7/27 through 8/2/16, Port Charlotte Beach Park Pool had 309 paid admissions, was visited by 
23 pass holders and had 36 water aerobics participants.  

Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Center 

The Port Charlotte Beach Recreation Room was booked on July 29 for a wedding. On the July 30 there was a 
family reunion. On Aug. 1 was a Sheriff’s meeting and a county training day; August 3 McDonald’s had their 
staff meetings here. 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for August 1 –“Big bird” 
• Managers Meeting - Charlotte Sports Park – August 1  
• 3rd Community Services 2016 Quarterly Business meeting - Charlotte Sports Park – August 2 
• District All-Faculty Meeting - Hillsborough County Extension – August 3 

Natural Resources 

This week staff executed a mechanical reduction at Tippecanoe Environmental Park. This reduction is a 
component of ongoing scrub management/restoration efforts throughout the park. Much of the scrub habitat 
has grown dense and tall in the past years. Staff has focused much of the management effort on this property 
toward restoration of this increasingly rare habitat. Approximately 40% of unit 5 has been roller chopped. This 
practice, used in conjunction with fire, is designed to reduce tree height and density through curing and 
lowering fuel height thus facilitating a manageable burn implementation in units previously unburned for a 
number of years. 

Staff time is dedicated primarily to the Florida Communities Trust grant reporting compliance reports at this 
time of year. This week staff has spent time compiling data collected during surveys and organizing the 
reports due this fall. 

Staff directed the removal of some limbs at Oyster Creek Environmental Park which had grown to become a 
considerable risk to private property adjacent to the park.  

Staff investigated the vandalism of a gate at the Myakka River Property. The vandalism came to our attention 
via citizen report and upon inspection a damaged lock was replaced and debris from pyrotechnics removed. 
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Tringali Park 

This week’s good news starts with our first session of Super Mini Sports Music and Dance Camp. The first of 
six weekly sessions began last Wednesday and it was a rousing success. We had about a dozen kids between 
the ages of 4-6 attend along with their parents and/or grandparents. Their enthusiasm for singing and dancing 
was apparent as several of the children certainly weren’t shy about showing their vocal range. The parents 
seemed quite pleased, many of them stopping by to tell me so after the class. We look forward to the next 5 
weeks leading up to our big recital in the Community Center on August 31. 

In other news, we are excited to present our second edition of “Tringali Twilight Theater” Friday August 5. We 
are hoping for an even bigger crowd than a month ago when the program debuted. These movie 
presentations take place every first Friday of the month at 7 p.m. and are free to the public. They also involve 
pre-movie entertainment and games.  

 

Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance   

• Medical Examiner reception area remodel is in progress. 
• ERS is working on an estimate to begin replacing the Cultural Center windows. 
• Sports Park Club parking lot seal/stripe to commence on August 22, 2016. 
• Cultural Center roof sealing is in process. 

Operations   

• Installation of high speed doors at the Justice Center will begin this week. This will greatly improve 
security and eliminate issues with the old doors at this facility. 

• The contract with Global Courier Services for county mail delivery was extended through September 
30, 2017. 

Project Management   

• Construction began at Port Charlotte Beach for the floating dock and seawall installation. 
• Request for Bid was submitted for Spring Lake Park boardwalk and drainage renovations. 
• Veteran's Park guaranteed maximum price was submitted for Board of County Commissioners' 

approval at the September 13, 2016 meeting. 
• The gopher tortoise relocation for the Sheriff's Office District One site is scheduled for August 8 and 

9, 2016. The contractor will install a silt fence and start clearing upon relocation of species from the 
job site. 

 

Public Works 

Bridge Projects in Design, Negotiation or Procurement 

Edgewater Drive Bridge Repair at Elkcam Waterway – This project includes engineering services to 
inspect and evaluate the current condition of each wall at the Edgewater Drive Bridge (014074) over the 
Elkcam Waterway near Cousley Drive and determine the most cost effective method of repair. Design 
Contract: CES/American Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: through April 2016, Procurement Process: 
September - November 2016, Projected Start of Construction: December 2016 

CES/American Engineering completed the 100% design plans and has submitted them to the County for final 
review and approval. The Real Estate Services Division is obtaining maintenance easements on all four sides 
of the Bridge to secure access during construction.  
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NWPC Bridge Inspections and Design Improvements – This project includes an engineering evaluation of 
seven bridge structures within the Northwest Port Charlotte MSBU District and development of a detailed 
rehabilitation plan to extend the structure's useful life. A consultant will inspect the bridge piles and collect 
the necessary field data to design structural jackets and supply a report with estimated costs before designing 
the jackets. The improvements and repairs shall correct deficiencies identified by FDOT consultants to the 
extent that is practicable. Design Contract: Charlotte Engineering & Surveying (CES), Design/Permitting 
Schedule: 10/6/2015 – October 2016, Procurement Process: Early 2017, Projected Start of Construction: 
Spring 2017 

BRIDGE #       ON    AT 

014041   McPearson Dr.   Hastings Waterway 
014045   Chamberlain Blvd.  Apollo Waterway 
014047   Chamberlain Blvd.  Markham Waterway 
014048   Jacobs St.   Jupiter Waterway 
014050   Biscayne Blvd.   Apollo Waterway 
014051   Eisenhower Dr.   Venus Waterway 
014052   Eisenhower Dr.   Cheshire Waterway 

The Comprehensive Evaluation Report identified 5 of the 7 bridges needing repairs. 

The design consultant provided the 90% design plans for review and comment, these plans have been 
approved and the consultant has been given approval to move forward with the 100% plans and prepare the 
bid documents. 

 

Roadway Projects in Construction (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) Widening – The purpose of this project is to widen CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) to 
a four-lane divided roadway, from SR 776 to the vicinity of Rotonda Boulevard East. The project includes the 
installation of sidewalks and bicycle facilities. This 790 calendar day project is funded by the 2009 Sales Tax, 
Road Impact Fees, Gasoline Tax and a State Grant. Construction Contract: Construction Manager at Risk, 
Halfacre Construction, Woodruff and Sons, Inc. will be performing on-site construction, Construction 
Schedule: 7/7/2014 – 10/1/2016. 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (July 19, 2016) – The intersection at Ingraham Boulevard West at CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) will 
be closed Monday July 25, 2016 for approximately 3 weeks. This road closure is necessary to reconstruct the intersection of 
Ingraham Boulevard West entering Rotonda. Traffic is detoured via Rotonda East Boulevard; variable message boards and traffic 
control devices are in place to assist travelers through the construction area. On behalf of all roadway construction crews, please 
drive safely. 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (July 19, 2016) – Traffic has been shifted to the new northbound lanes while the contractor builds 
the new South Bound lanes. Reduced speed limits will remain as posted to ensure safety in the construction zone. A Temporary 
traffic signal was installed to assist the new traffic switch at the intersection of SR 776 and CR 771. The contractor is currently 
building the west side of the project. New drainage is currently being installed followed by the new roadway template. Roadway 
crews are counting on you to drive safely 

 

Stormwater Projects in Design, Negotiation or Procurement 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement – Lion Heart Waterway 4.34 (Kenilworth Blvd.) - This project 
provides for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under Kenilworth Blvd. 
at the Lion Heart Waterway. Construction will consist of replacing (2) 72" corrugated metal pipe culverts with 
(2) 8'x10' box culverts and a 64' weir. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: Jan – 
Dec 2016, Procurement Process: Dec 2016 – Feb 2017, Projected Construction Schedule: April – Dec 2017 

Johnson Engineering has completed the survey, the existing base plan, and the geotechnical investigation. 
The engineering firm is coordinating with the utility on the aerial crossing. 
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The 30% design plans are scheduled to be submitted for review August 15. 

 

Landscape Projects in Construction 

Burnt Store Village Buffer – This project provides for landscaping and irrigation to create a buffer along the 
east side of Burnt Store Road between Zemel Road and Doredo Drive. Design Contract: Charlotte Engineering 
& Surveying. Construction contract: Jones Landscape, Construction schedule: 5/23 – 10/20 2016 (150 
calendar days).  

Cypress, red maple, and sweet bay trees have been planted and utility services have been established. The 
installation of irrigation is underway and the planting of shrubs and additional trees continues. This project is 
progressing ahead of schedule.  

Gateway Landscaping: Toledo Blade Blvd. (US 41 to Hillsborough Blvd.) – This project provides for 
median landscaping with irrigation along Toledo Blade Boulevard between US 41 and Hillsborough Boulevard. 
Landscape materials may include trees (Palm, Japanese Blueberry, Crepe Myrtle), shrubs (Saw Palmetto, Ixora, 
Fountain Grass), and groundcover (Coontie, Purple Lantana, Asian Jasmine, Starburst Pentas). The Board of 
County Commissioners expressed their approval to proceed with planning, design and construction of 
landscaped community entrance features that will improve the appearance of certain gateways to Charlotte 
County and enhance the County's overall desirability as a place to visit, work and live. Design Contract: David 
M. Jones, Jr. & Associates, Construction Contract: MRT Lawn and Garden Center, Construction Schedule: 7/7 
– 9/5/2016 (60 calendar days) 

Water and electrical points of service are ready at this location however electrical service is pending activation 
by Florida Power and Light. Directional bore drilling and trenching for irrigation is underway. 

Intermittent, temporary lane closures are expected for the delivery and installation of landscape materials, 
including trees, to the medians.  

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (July 29, 2016) – Intermittent inside lane closures are anticipated on Toledo Blade Boulevard, from 
US 41 to Hillsborough Boulevard, next week from Tuesday, August 2 – Friday, August 5 between 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Work in 
this area includes median landscaping; temporary inside lane closures will be necessary for the delivery of landscape materials to 
the medians. Advance warning signs and flaggers will be onsite as necessary. Travelers may experience intermittent, slow 
moving traffic and/or temporary delays within the project limits and should allow extra time when planning to travel through 
this area. 

 

Maintenance & Operations Weekly Accomplishments (July 27 – August 2, 2016) 

A total of 79 new requests were received related to drainage, brush, asphalt repairs, and illegal dumping.  

Drainage line & grade: 1,900 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    17,450 SF in Northwest Port Charlotte  
    4,775 SF in Grove City 
    4,930 SF in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
Small pipe install:  200 LF in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
Large pipe install:  8 LF in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
Menzie ditch cutting:  130,000 SF in Englewood East 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 50 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 10 culverts in Northwest Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 20 culverts in Grove City 
    Cleaned 2 culverts in Englewood East 
Asphalt repair:   Utilized 10.61 tons of material to repair locations throughout the County 
Boom mower:   Cut 52,756 CY in Englewood East 
    Cut 20,662 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 11,388 CY in Lemon Bay 
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Debris removal:  Removed 9,950 pounds of debris from locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds.  

 

Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   83,857       
• Landing rate counts taken:  48  
• Traps set:    42 
• Service requests:   55   

 

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   15  
• Sites inspected:   9  
• Mitigation sites maintained: 0  

 

Tourism 

Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau staff in partnership with 
the Charlotte Harbor Event & Conference Center, Fishermen’s Village, 
Four Points by Sheraton Punta Gorda Harborside, Palm Island Resort 
and the Wyvern Hotel, hosted 30 meetings and travel planners and 
journalists in a suite during the Tampa Bay Rays vs. Kansas City Royals 
game on Aug. 3 at Tropicana Field. This function provided valuable 
networking opportunities to educate Greater Tampa Bay Area buyers 
and media as to what Charlotte County has to offer in terms of meeting 
space, lodging, group tour opportunities, and attractions. As part of 
Charlotte County’s partnership with the Rays, use of the suite and the 
majority of the food and beverage were provided in-kind. 
 

 


