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Charlotte County Weekly Department Highlights 
Published 11/8/16 
 

Community Development 

Gary Rodehorst, Code Compliance Officer, attended the Adorn Avenue Neighborhood Alliance meeting on 
October 25 and gave a brief overview of the code process, and some background information for the 
residents. He planned on about 10 minutes for question and answer, but it took over a half an hour. The 
members asked some good questions and he provided them with the answer, or where they can go to get the 
answer.  

No challenges to the incentive density amendment to the TDU ordinance were received so it is now in effect. 

 

Community Services 

Charlotte Sports Park 

The Charlotte Sports Park hosted Run with the Animals 5K produced by Charlotte County Sheriff’s Office on 
Saturday, October 29th. There were about 225 people in attendance. At the end of the race the dogs ‘ran 
around the bases’ with their owners. 

Harold Avenue Park 

This past weekend we held our First Annual Trunk or Treat and we were packed during the entire event. We 
had tons of kids come out for Candy and popcorn, the fire truck, games, a bounce house, and a special 
Halloween performance from Haven Dance Studio!  

All players and coaches were sent out there rosters and a reminder of practices starting this week for our 6u, 
8u, 10u, 12u, and 14u divisions of our Fall/Winter Youth Basketball Leagues. This past weekend was 
Championship week for Daughters at Play who have been renting our gym for the past few months. St. 
Charles Borromeo Girls and Boys Basketball teams also started holding their practices this past week here at 
Harold and had their first games here this week.  

Port Charlotte Beach Park Pool 

For the week of 10/26 through 11/1/16, Port Charlotte Beach Pool had 101 paid admissions, was visited by 37 
pass holders and had 80 Water Aerobics participants. 

Extension Services 

• Newspaper Article for October 31 – “Be ready for roses”  
• Master Gardener Association Meeting – Nov. 2 
• Next Big Things - Tringali Community Center – Nov. 3 
• All Faculty Meeting - Plant City – Nov. 3 

Natural Resources 

All staff have been busy getting ready for the Tippecanoe Mud Trail and Fun Run, building obstacles, setting 
trail directions, and making sure it will be muddy out there. The fun is scheduled for Nov. 12. 
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Facilities Construction & Maintenance 

Repairs and Maintenance   

• The parking lot seal and stripe is complete at Charlotte County Sports Park. 
• Installation of lighting upgrades at the Cultural Center is scheduled to be completed this week. 

Additional lighting upgrades are to be completed in phases. 
• Numerous emergency exit lights were repaired and replaced to keep sites safe in the event of fire or 

power failure. 
• There were numerous plumbing repairs including replacement of water heater at Public Works. 

Operations   

• Facilities will be accommodating the moves and space for the new Congressman, Florida Rural Legal 
Aid Services, Care Here and Jewish Family and Children Services required at the Grace Street and 
South County Annexes. We anticipate most of these will be complete by the new year.  

Project Management   

• Installation of new LED exterior soffit lighting at Building A at the Murdock Administration Center is 
complete. 

• Installation of occupancy sensors for lighting at the Grace Street Annex is in progress. 
• Port Charlotte Beach floating dock sidewalks were installed with work beginning on the parking lot 

area this week. 
• Work has started on the Helen Ave Housing erosion mitigation project in Punta Gorda. 
• Final building inspections have concluded for Cape Haze Pioneer Trail Park. 
• The grant for the exercise equipment was awarded for McGuire Park. 
• Sod has been installed at Harbour Heights in the retention ponds. The storm water has drained 

completely from the ponds. 
• The channel condition assessment is underway at the Placida boat ramp. 
• Building Industry Oversite Committee approved the expansion for Community Development, Building 

Construction Services. 

Human Services 

• The Senior Services Division hosted the 4th Annual PSA8 Regional Case Management Training for all 
lead Community Care for the Elderly provider agencies and the Area Agency on Aging for Southwest 
Florida. All required Florida Department of Elder Affairs training topics were covered. In addition to 
meeting training requirements, regional participants were able to collaboratively communicate 
through team building activities.  

• Family Services Manager, Lori North, participated in the Family Support Committee meeting 
established by Charlotte County Habitat for Humanity. The Department’s Family Services Division will 
assist the committee and Habitat in identifying and preparing clients for self-sufficiency and potential 
future homeowners.  

• In partnership with the Charlotte Health Department, Family Services concluded the month-long 
Healthy Food Drive at Charlotte Academy by picking up three large bins of wholesome, nutritious 
foods. 

N E W S  R E L E A S E 

Giving treats instead of tricks 

Provided by Charlotte County Human Services 
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In coordination with the Florida Department of Health and Charlotte County Human Services, 
Charlotte Academy teacher Katie Forbes’ class conducted a month-long Healthy Food Drive to 
provide nutritional assistance to needy families with young children.  

Why a healthy food drive?  

“In the field of health and human services, we recognize the role good nutrition plays in physical 
health, social and emotional development,” said Lori North, family services manager for 
Charlotte County. “Simply put, students who eat healthy perform better in school.”  

Many families throughout Charlotte County struggle just to make ends meet and when it comes 
to food, the healthy choice is sometimes the more expensive choice.  

To encourage the collection of healthy foods, the food drive kick-off event began with an 
interactive “5210” classroom lesson by Abbey Ellner and Samantha Berkley from the Health 
Department. 5210 is based on the following healthy daily habits: 

• 5 servings of fruits and vegetables  
• 2 hours or less of screen time  
• 1 hour or more of physical activity  
• 0 sugary drinks 

Katie Scott from Human Services followed by reading a story about compassion and giving to 
others less fortunate. By the end of the visit, the class of first through third graders was 
enthusiastically taking flyers home to parents and talking about helping other kids in their 
community. 

The recipient of the donated items is Accel Academy located at 390 Flamingo Boulevard, Port 
Charlotte. Accel provides a positive learning environment for children ages one to five. Many of 
the families served are low-income and receive scholarships through the Early Learning Coalition 
for financial assistance. According to Director Tiffany Profita, the donations came at a perfect 
time and will help Accel replenish their food pantry. The healthy foods will be delivered to Accel 
Academy on Oct. 31, 2016. 

 

Public Works 

Roadway Projects in Construction (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) Widening – The purpose of this project is to widen CR 771 (Gasparilla Road) to 
a four-lane divided roadway, from SR 776 to the vicinity of Rotonda Boulevard East. The project includes the 
installation of sidewalks and bicycle facilities. This 790 calendar day project is funded by the 2009 Sales Tax, 
Road Impact Fees, Gasoline Tax and a State Grant. Construction Contract: Construction Manager at Risk, 
Halfacre Construction, Woodruff and Sons, Inc. will be performing on-site construction, Construction 
Schedule: 7/7/2014 – 10/1/2016. 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (July 19, 2016) – Traffic has been shifted to the new northbound lanes while the contractor builds 
the new South Bound lanes. Reduced speed limits will remain as posted to ensure safety in the construction zone. 

The contractor is currently finishing the concrete curbing and paving on the south bound lanes. Temporary 
striping is scheduled for this week and the transfer of traffic to the new roadway configuration will take place 
later this week/early next week. Motorist will be notified with Message Boards of the new traffic patterns. The 
contractor is working on punch list items and finishing the pond excavation at Marathon Blvd. 

Edgewater Drive Widening Phase 2 (EP2) – This project will widen Edgewater Drive, between Harbor 
Boulevard and Midway Boulevard, to a four-lane arterial roadway designed to better serve the central portion 
of the County and accommodate anticipated traffic growth. The project will include replacing three bridges 
(West Spring Lake Waterway, East Spring Lake Waterway, and Sunrise Waterway) and improve five 
intersections, four of which will be roundabouts. Improvements include a raised median, curb and gutter, 
sidewalks/bike lanes, and landscaping.  
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This project includes Construction, Engineering and Inspection (CEI) services to ensure compliance with 
federal rules and requirements. The Board of County Commissioners approved the CEI contract with 
Southwest Engineering & Design on November 12, 2014. Construction Contract: Owen-Ames-Kimball, 
Construction schedule: 1/5/2015 – 4/24//2017 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Sept. 20, 2016) – A temporary traffic pattern change will be in effect between Midway Boulevard 
and Lake View Boulevard for isolated work in the coming weeks, including the completion of curb construction beginning 
Monday, Sept. 26. 

At that time, Edgewater Drive will be converted to a normal divided roadway configuration open to local traffic only. Motorists 
are asked to use caution and observe all traffic striping and signage. 

Access for residents will be via Midway Boulevard and Lake View Boulevard using the new Lake View roundabout. 

Edgewater Drive remains closed to through traffic between Midway Boulevard and Harbor Boulevard. 

The contractor has scheduled the concrete deck pour for the Sunrise Bridge for early morning November 11, 
2016. 

A temporary traffic pattern change will be in effect between Midway Boulevard and Lake View Boulevard for 
isolated work in the coming weeks, including the completion of curb construction beginning Monday, Sept. 
26. 

At that time, Edgewater Drive will be converted to a normal divided roadway configuration open to local 
traffic only. Motorists are asked to use caution and observe all traffic striping and signage. 

Access for residents will be via Midway Boulevard and Lake View Boulevard using the new Lake View 
roundabout. 

Edgewater Drive remains closed to through traffic between Midway Boulevard and Harbor Boulevard.  

Excerpts from www.GoEP2.com  

Midway to West Spring Lake Bridge: 

• Local Edgewater Drive traffic is accessible via Midway Blvd. and Lake View Blvd. The temporary 
crossover at Sheeley Street is closed. The traffic pattern is now in the final divided highway 
configuration – observe proper traffic flow for the divided roadway. 

• Lauzon Ave. has been reopened between Sheeley St. and Abhenry Circle. 
• Curb, driveways and sidewalk are complete from Midway Blvd. to the West Spring Lake Bridge. 
• Paving (except wearing surface) will be completed from Midway Blvd. to the West Spring Lake Bridge in 

early October. 
• FPL power service for the new sewer lift station at Altoona St. is complete. 
• West Spring Lake Bridge is complete except bridge deck surface finishing and median. The bridge is 

closed to all traffic. 

West Spring Lake Bridge to East Spring Lake Bridge: 

• Paving (except wearing surface) will be completed from the West Spring Lake Bridge to East Spring 
Lake Bridge and West Tarpon Court in early October. 

• West Spring Lake Bridge is complete except bridge deck surface finishing and median. The bridge is 
closed to all traffic. 

• Retaining wall construction on the east and west sides of the East Spring Lake Bridge is in progress. 

East Spring Lake Bridge to Sunrise Bridge: 

• Storm sewer semi-final inspection is complete. Correction of issues found during inspection is 
underway. 

• Paving (except wearing surface) will be completed on the new eastbound and westbound roadways 
from near the East Spring Lake Bridge including Port Charlotte Blvd. and the roundabout. 

• Sunrise Park is open. 

http://www.goep2.com/
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• Roadway base is in progress on the westbound roadway. 

Sunrise Waterway Bridge to Harbor Boulevard: 

• Gravity sewer is complete. Residential connections to the new sewer will begin following regulatory 
agency approvals. Residents will receive notices of the scheduled switch over.  

• Comcast and CenturyLink utility relocation are nearly complete. 
• New Re-use water main is complete from Harbor Blvd. to Sunrise Waterway Bridge 
• Storm sewer drainage outfall easement restoration to be completed. 
• Storm sewer construction is in progress. 
• Sunrise Waterway Bridge construction continues. Bridge clearance will be temporarily reduced 

approximately two feet during construction of the new bridge deck. 

Midway Boulevard Widening Phase 2 – This project will complete the widening of Midway Boulevard from 
Sharpe Street to the intersection of Kings Highway (about 2.25 miles). Design includes four lanes of traffic 
with center turn lanes, new sidewalks on both sides, a closed drainage system, new traffic signals at Beacon 
Drive, new pedestrian crossings at the schools, new lighting, and a new water and sewer system along the 
corridor. Temporary sidewalks, meeting ADA requirements, will be installed during construction to maintain all 
pedestrian access points. Midway Boulevard may be closed to through traffic at times however mail delivery, 
emergency services and access to local residences will be maintained during construction. Construction 
Contract: Forsberg Construction, Construction Schedule: 6/30/2015 – Summer 2018 

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (Sept. 20, 2016) – Please be advised that traffic will detour starting the week of Oct. 17. A 
portion of Hayworth Road (in the vicinity of Breezeswept Ave.) will be closed. Traffic will be routed on a short detour using Page 
St. and Montrose Ave. Travelers are encouraged to choose an alternate route when possible. Mail delivery, emergency services, 
and access to local residences will be maintained during construction. 

Construction crews are currently working on roadway grading on Hayworth at Breezeswept with paving 
scheduled for next week. Roadway crews are working on the roadway base template between Achilles and 
Kings Hwy with paving scheduled for December. Drainage crews are currently working on Gandy and Harriet 
installing the 60" storm drain system that runs from Midway to the new pond site locates behind the First 
Presbyterian Church. Construction crews are working at the intersection of Beacon and Midway installing 
storm drain systems and preparing for the new traffic signal mast arm foundations scheduled to be installed 
within the next couple of weeks. additional crews also continue to maintain miscellaneous off site drainage 
and safety items throughout the project 

Excerpts from www.midwayupdate.com  

Sharp Street to Birchcrest Boulevard: The contractor has installed a new water main in this area. 

Hariet Street to Neil Armstrong Elementary: The contractor has installed a new water main in this 
area. 
Noble Terrace to Broom Court: The contractor has installed a new water main in this area. 
Conway Blvd. to Page St.: The contractor has installed a new water main in this area. 
Hayworth Rd. to Alton Rd.: The contractor has installed a new water main in this area. 
Morley St. to Orlando Blvd. (PCMS): A new parent pick-up has been installed in this area. 
Alton Rd. to Beacon Dr.: The construction crews have cleared Retention Area ‘E’ of large vegetation. 
There is no other significant work in this area. 
Abscott Street to Bermuda Street: The contractor continues to install new utilities and the drainage 
system in this area. 
Hardey Street to Amstead Street: The contractor continues to install new utilities and the drainage 
system in this area. 
Willoughby Street to Maracaibo Street: The contractor continues to install new utilities and the 
drainage system in this area. 
Shilo Street to Loveland Boulevard: The contractor continues to install new utilities and the drainage 
system in this area. 

http://www.midwayupdate.com/
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Kings Highway: Road is closed at Midway and Kings Highway as contractor installs 16” water main line. 
Please see current detour map. 
Retention Area C-1 – The construction crews have cleared Retention Area ‘C-1’ of large vegetation and 
are currently installing a primary stormwater outfall running down Hariet St. and Grandy Ave. 
Retention Storm Water Pond C-2 – The construction crews have cleared stormwater pond “C-2” of large 
vegetation, and are currently installing a primary stormwater outfall running to the Yale Waterway. 
Page Street Outfall – New water main crossings have been installed along Page Street leading to 
Stormwater Pond “C-2.” 

Midway Boulevard remains closed to through traffic from Achilles Street to Kings Highway.  

 

Roadway Projects in Design, Negotiation or Procurement 

Olean Boulevard Widening – This project provides for widening Olean Boulevard, from US 41 to Harbor 
Boulevard, to 2 travel lanes in each direction with a continuous, center left turn lane, to be used in both 
directions. Design includes a 10’ sidewalk on the south side of Olean Boulevard and decorative lighting as 
defined in the Parkside Master Plan.  

Staff is finalizing the pricing with Florida Transportation Engineering to design and permit the roadway 
construction project. Design is anticipated to begin within the next couple of months after the contract is 
awarded. A presentation will be presented to the BOCC for final approval.  

Once the design is completed, all permits and necessary rights-of-ways will be acquired, the County will then 
advertise for construction bids. 

 

Stormwater Projects in Construction (may affect vehicular/boater/pedestrian traffic patterns) 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Lion Heart Waterway 4.03 (Peachland Blvd.) – This 
project provides for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under 
Peachland Blvd. at the Lion Heart Waterway. The new structure will replace two 60" metal pipes with two 
10'x10' box culverts. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, Design/Permitting Schedule: March 2015 – Early 
2016, Procurement Process: March – 6/14/2016, Projected Construction Schedule: July 2016 – Feb. 2017 

Construction has started. The clearing work has been completed and the temporary sheet pile coffer dams 
have been installed. The main bypass pipe has been installed across Peachland Boulevard. The bypass road is 
complete. Crews have started installing box culverts on the South side. 

 

Stormwater Projects in Design, Negotiation or Procurement 

Stormwater Control Structure Replacement - Lion Heart Waterway 4.34 (Kenilworth Blvd.) – This 
project provides for the design, permitting and construction of a stormwater control structure under 
Kenilworth Blvd. at the Lion Heart Waterway. Construction will consist of replacing (2) 72" corrugated metal 
pipe culverts with (2) 8'x10' box culverts and a 64' weir. Design Contract: Johnson Engineering, 
Design/Permitting Schedule: Jan – Dec 2016, Procurement Process: Dec 2016 – Feb 2017, Projected 
Construction Schedule: April – Dec 2017 

Johnson Engineering has completed the survey, the existing base plan, and the geotechnical investigation. 
The engineering firm is coordinating with the utility on the aerial crossing. The 60% design plans have been 
submitted to the County for review. 
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Sidewalk Projects in Design, Negotiation or Procurement 

Harbour Heights Sidewalks – This project consists of constructing approximately 2.75 miles of 5' wide 
sidewalks within the Harbour Heights MSBU District. Sidewalks are proposed along the following six (6) 
roadways: Sunnybrook Road (from triangle at Broadpoint Dr. to Peace River Dr.), Peace River Drive (from 
Sunnybrook Rd. to San Marino Dr.), San Marino Drive (from Broadpoint Dr. to Peace River Dr.), Broadpoint 
Drive (from Voyageur Dr. to Washington St.), Sulstone Drive (from Sunnybrook Rd. south to end), Voyageur 
Drive (from Broadpoint Dr. to end). Design Contract: Charlotte Engineering, Design/Permitting (Public Works 
Engineering): 6/27/14 – May 2015, Procurement: Summer 2016, Construction: TBD 

Sidewalk construction on Broadpoint is projected to be completed the week of 11/7/16 with drainage work 
still continuing. Clearing, Grubbing, and driveway preparation will continue on to Voyageur Drive beginning 
11/7/16. Forming and pouring of the sidewalk on Voyageur is projected to begin Monday 11/14/16. Silt fence 
surveying and installing is ongoing. 

This project will run concurrently in the following order: 

• Broadpoint Drive from Voyageur Drive to Washington Street  
• Voyageur Drive from Broadpoint Drive to end 
• San Marino Drive from Broadpoint Drive to Peace River Drive 
• Peace River Drive from Sunnybrook Road to San Marino Drive 
• Sunnybrook Road from Broadpoint Drive to Peace River Drive. 

 

Maintenance & Operations Weekly Accomplishments (Oct. 26 – Nov. 1, 2016) 

A total of 53 new requests were received related to drainage, brush, asphalt repairs, and illegal dumping.  

Drainage line & grade: 12,660 SF in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    21,570 SF in Greater Port Charlotte 
    16,000 SF in Englewood East 
    6,250 SF in Northwest Port Charlotte 
Small pipe install:  24 LF in Greater Port Charlotte 
Culvert cleaning:  Cleaned 64 culverts in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cleaned 5 culverts in Rotonda West 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Road & Bridge South 
    Cleaned 1 culvert in Deep Creek 
    Cleaned 10 culverts in South Punta Gorda Heights 
    Cleaned 2 culverts in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
Menzie cutting:  69,500 SF in Mid Charlotte Stormwater 
    140,000 SF in West Charlotte Stormwater 
Menzie digging:  20,000 SF in Englewood East 
Asphalt repair:   Utilized 7.46 tons of material to repair locations throughout the County 
Boom mower:   Cut 61,615 CY in Greater Port Charlotte 
    Cut 8,998 CY in Punta Gorda Non-Urban 
    Cut 40,667 CY in Englewood East 
Debris removal:  Removed 4,700 pounds of debris from locations throughout the County 

 

Landscaping Services 

Basic landscape maintenance was performed at: Manasota Key; South Gulf Cove; Grove City Park; US 17 
medians in Cleveland; US 41 Revitalization phase I; Charlotte Harbor Gateway; Melbourne Street Bridge and 
all county-owned fenced retention ponds.  
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Mosquito & Aquatic Weed Control 

Mosquito Control 

• Acres treated:   889         
• Landing rate counts taken: 28 
• Traps set:   33 
• Service requests:  7   

Aquatic Weed Control 

• Sites treated:   4  
• Sites inspected:  10 
• Mitigation sites maintained: 0  

 

Tourism 

The Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau is pleased to announce Tourist Development 
Tax Revenues collected during Fiscal Year 2015-2016 (Oct. 1, 2015 – Sept. 30, 2016) exceeded Fiscal Year 
2014-2015 by 6.28 percent. Nearly $3.8 million was collected in FY ’15-’16 and almost $3.6 million was 
collected the previous year. This is the most TDT Revenue Charlotte County has collected during a fiscal year 
since the Bureau’s inception in 1997. 

Each year, the Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau conducts marketing, sales and 
promotional campaigns to increase awareness of and visitation to Charlotte County. In addition to generating 
economic contributions, the Punta Gorda/Englewood Beach Visitor & Convention Bureau is also focused on 
developing ecotourism and soft adventure travel. These popular low-impact industries enable the county to 
preserve the invaluable natural resources that contribute to its ecological and economic health, while 
distinguishing the area and drawing visitors. During calendar year 2015, Charlotte County welcomed an 
estimated 395,800 visitors and tourism generated an estimated $345,067,400 in direct expenditures and 
made an estimated $526 million economic impact in Charlotte County. 

 

 


