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Over the past four weeks our County Human Resources Department has 
proceeded with staffing reductions as a result of our need to reduce the budget. 
Staffing levels in our County are now at roughly the same level as they were just 
over five years ago.  
 
Pest Management Division's Aquatic Weed Control crews assisted a 
homeowners group in South Gulf Cove this past week in establishing a more 
desirable-appearing aquatic landscape along the shoreline of the canal bordering 
the Learning Garden vegetation demo site. The shoreline had a monoculture of 
cattails growing there which the homeowners removed. The aquatics personnel 
delivered a variety of aquatic plant species and assisted the citizens in planting 
them along the canal bank.  
 
Our Human Services Department has received notification from the Department 
of Community Affairs that Charlotte County is eligible for an additional $46,407 in 
federal Low-Income Home Energy Assistance funds for heating and cooling bills 
for the fiscal year 2009-2010. The total 15 month allocation is now increased to 
$603,885. This past week, the Human Services Department assisted 23 
households with their energy bills. 
 
Our Human Services staff also provided a presentation to our Commissioners on 
the feasibility of operating a fixed route bus service along US 41 from locations in 
Punta Gorda to the North Port city line. Future fixed route service future 
possibilities might include a route from Murdock to Englewood. Our 
Commissioners voted to authorize staff to move forward with planning the 
implementation but to bring back a final action plan to the Board for consideration 
before beginning any services. 
 
Our Commissioners have approved moving forward with two grant applications 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). These grants are 
part of the economic stimulus program. The grants we are pursuing are called 
Transportation and Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER). One 
grant is for the Southwest Florida Intermodal and Logistics Center located near 
the Highway 17 and I-75 intersection in south County. This facility would be 
located next to the Enterprise Charlotte Airport Park (ECAP) and provide 
services for transferring goods from rail to truck. The other grant is for the 
Charlotte Harbor Gateway Harbor Walk Project. If we obtain these grants, these 
projects will help us increase the appeal of Charlotte County to economic 
developers and add to the beauty and recreational areas of Charlotte Harbor. 
Further improvements will be possible to the area with the awarding of CDBG 
Commercial Façade Grant contracts to five Charlotte Harbor businesses. 
 



Our Real Estate Services division has completed the closing and accepted the 
donation of improved property from Restoration Road Ministries. This property is 
intended to be a shelter for homeless teens. With the property now in the 
County’s ownership, we plan to put together a construction completion schedule 
and also look for partners to operate the facility in the future. 
 
The Peace River Basin Board has agreed to fund the Charlotte County Toilet 
Replacement Program for one more year, in fiscal year 2010. This program 
reimburses residents for replacing their high water consumption toilets with the 
newer, more efficient models that only use 1.6 gallons of water per flush or less. 
The program has been in place in Charlotte County since 2007, and has 
successfully reduced potable water consumption throughout the County. 
 
Over 1,700 attendees participated at four Charlotte County libraries in our weekly 
summer reading programs. Research demonstrates that children who read over 
the summer do not experience the decline in reading achievement scores from 
spring to fall typical of those children who do not read. 
 
At South County Regional Park and the Harold Avenue Recreation Center last 
week, the summer camp program enjoyed its last and very successful final week 
of our extended camp program. Overall, the camps accommodated 60 children 
from kindergarten to middle school. The kids had fun every day swimming and 
participating in activities with our camp counselors. We want to thank our camp 
counselors for their hard work throughout a fun summer for all of our children.  
 
Our Public Works Department has received the SWFWMD permit for Midway 
Boulevard Widening – Phase I project. This is a significant permit needed for us 
to keep moving forward with these improvements. Also, in preparation for the 
school year, our Public Works Department completed the installation of wireless 
time clocks into school flashers at various locations throughout the County and 
programmed all school flashing beacons. 
 


