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Grant 
 
We have received word that our County has been awarded a $1,687,531 grant to 
secure a critical land parcel that is connected to our current Tippecanoe II Scrub-
jay Mitigation Area that is a mitigation area for the approved Capital Improvement 
Projects Habitat Conservation Plan. The grants are awarded through the 
Cooperative Endangered Species Conservation Fund. Authorized by Section 6 of 
the Endangered Species Act, the competitive grants enable states to work with 
private landowners, conservation groups and other agencies to initiate 
conservation planning efforts and acquire and protect habitat to support the 
conservation of threatened and endangered species. 
 
Charlotte County has been awarded the only award for Florida under this 
program. This grant will enable us to acquire the 40 acres and link with the 500 
acres of existing conservation lands in three, now separate, tracts.  
 
Parking Stickers at Tax Collector Offices 
 
Parking stickers can now be purchased at any of the three Charlotte County Tax 
Collector offices, making it convenient to purchase a new sticker when renewing 
a boat registration. Parking stickers are for use at Port Charlotte Beach, 
Englewood Beach and all Charlotte County operated public boat ramps and are 
available in annual, 6-month and 3-month increments. The stickers are also 
available at County recreation centers, Oyster Creek Regional Park Pool, the 
Charlotte Sports Park, and via mail. 
 
Climate Action Reserve 
 
Our Zemel Road Landfill Gas-to-Energy Project is now registered on the Climate 
Action Reserve (CAR), the national carbon offset standard that markets the 
County’s carbon credits. This registration means that Charlotte County has met 
all national criteria as a volunteer project to reduce greenhouse emissions. 
Phase One is now complete. Phase Two will entail performing the required 
monitoring, calibrating and reporting throughout the year to receive maximum 
revenue from the sale of carbon credits. 
 
Snowbird Baseball Classic is an Economic Boost 
 
Our Tourism department has compiled economic impact data for the 2nd Annual 
Snowbird Baseball Classic held Feb. 28 through March 20 at ballparks 
throughout Charlotte County. The collegiate tournament generated an estimated 
$3.1 million in direct expenditures as a result of 3,243 out-of-state participants, 
spectators and members of the media who stayed an average of 7 nights in area 



accommodations. Compared with the inaugural tournament in 2009, this reflects 
an increase of 25 percent in direct expenditures and an increase of 34 percent in 
visitors, and the average length of stay decreased by almost half a day. An 
estimated $188,094 in state sales tax revenue was generated in addition to 
$31,349 in local tax revenue and $43,724 in tourist development tax revenue. 
 
Fire/EMS 
 
Our Fire/EMS Public Education Division provided a Risk Watch course at L.A. 
Ainger Middle School, teaming up with Charlotte County Public Schools Bus 
Transportation Department. Topics discussed included safe travel in vehicles and 
school buses in reference to seat belt safety information, and what to do in an 
emergency if the vehicle crashes. We also provided information on how students 
can speak up and make the choice to not ride in a vehicle with people who are 
under the influence of drugs or alcohol, or with unsafe reckless drivers or 
distracted drivers. 
 
A monthly joint fire scenario was recently conducted with our Charlotte County 
Fire/EMS Department and the Englewood Fire Department at the Englewood 
Training Facility.  
 
Help for Area Nonprofits 
 
Our Human Services Staff began working with the United Way on a program 
called “Gifts in Kind International.” This program receives surplus items from 
chain stores, via a not-for-profit, to redistribute to area not-for-profits at no 
charge. Efforts are underway to secure warehouse space and the United Way is 
providing due diligence on the program qualification requirements. 
 
April Pools Day 
 
Our South County Regional Park Pool hosted the Fifth Annual April Pools Day 
Event on Saturday, April 17. Approximately 75 participants enjoyed a day of free 
swimming, free swim lessons, free water aerobics, the annual BIG SPLASH 
contest and many other exciting activities. 
 


