
Administrator’s Update for 3/24/10 
By Roger Baltz 
 
The County budgeting process is underway. Administrative reviews have been 
occurring over the past two weeks. Input from our citizens is important and 
desired. We have set up a website portal for input through a survey. You can 
access the portal on our main County website at www.CharlotteCountyFL.com. 
 
Bicycle Master Plan 
 
The County’s first Bicycle Pedestrian Master Plan is in progress and is expected 
to be complete by June 30. Once completed, the County will be better positioned 
to compete for state and federal funds to improve the pedestrian and bicycle 
transportation network in the County. 
 
Road Work 
 
The new piling for the Venice Canal Bridge replacement has been completed as 
part of the Aqui Esta Road Widening Project. Two of the five piling caps are now 
complete, and work will be starting on the bridge deck soon. 
 
The Notice to Proceed for the Piper Road project was issued on March 8. The 
contractor has begun installing erosion control and doing the survey layout work. 
 
Carbon Credits 
 
Our Board of County Commissioners recently approved the TerraPass 
agreement for the sale of carbon credits from the Zemel Landfill Gas to Energy 
Project. When Phase 1 of the project is complete the flare will be operational and 
burning off methane gas from the landfill. For every ton of methane that is burned 
off, we create a carbon credit, which will then be sold to TerraPass under the 
agreement.  
 
Project Savings 
 
The hurricane windows and support systems have been installed in our Murdock 
Administration building. The completed project has realized a savings of over 
$100,000 off the Guaranteed Maximum Price of the contract.  
 
Improved NSP 
 
Our Housing Services Division staff met with Rep. Gary Aubuchon and Habitat 
for Humanity in Tallahassee regarding the Neighborhood Stabilization Program 
(NSP). The Department of Community Affairs has now changed their position for 
non-entitlement communities on Program Income and other items, including 
documentation submission, files, and requirements prior to property acquisition. 



These are positive changes which will improve the NSP process for Charlotte 
County. 
 
Paint Your Heart Out 
 
The Paint Your Heart Out review team has completed their review and selection 
process for the Spring event. Two homes have been selected for painting in the 
Neighborhood Revitalization Area near the Family Services Center in Port 
Charlotte. Prep teams will begin assembling and working to prepare the homes 
for the April 17 paint day. Established in 2006, the Paint Your Heart Out Charlotte 
County program helps residents in the Neighborhood Redevelopment Area who 
are unable to care for the maintenance of their homes. Four homes are chosen 
per year and volunteers help paint and landscape the homes. Applications for the 
Fall are Due August 20. Call our Family Services Center at 941.235.0159. 
 
Baseball and Senior Games 
 
An estimated 180 people attended the Spring Training Major League and Minor 
League open practices last week at the Charlotte Sports Park. 
 
Four Spring Training games were scheduled last week at the Charlotte Sports 
Park, one was cancelled due to inclement weather. The total attendance at these 
three games was 12,039. 
 
Our Harold Avenue Recreation Center staff has been focused on this year’s Fit 
for Life Senior Games. Games hosted at Harold included basketball and tennis 
with approximately 130 participants in the events. The complete Fit for Life 
Senior Games included 18 different events with a total of 375 participants.  
 
Tourism Awards 
 
Our Tourism Department has been awarded Gold and Silver ADDY Awards by 
the Suncoast American Advertising Federation. A Gold ADDY was awarded to 
the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau’s Summer ECOnomical 
Escapes marketing campaign. The Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands’ 2010 
Visitor’s Guide won a Silver ADDY Award. The ADDY Awards Competition is the 
industry's largest and most representative competition, recognizing creative 
excellence and the best advertising worldwide.  


