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Administrator’s Update for 10/24/12 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
 
Mulching…permit or not? 
 
Mulching has become a popular way to make a lot look attractive for personal use or when putting it on the 
market. Whether you own a vacant lot, a lot combined with your home or a home on acreage, if you have 
underbrush or exotic species that you would like to be mulched (also called mowing) a permit is required 
from the Charlotte County zoning department (per county code section 3-2-189). The fee for the permit is 
$55 and includes an environmental inspection. Once the permit is issued by staff the applicant is authorized 
to mulch all the underbrush, exotic species, dead trees and trees smaller than 4 caliper inches, barring any 
additional environmental conditions. There is no additional tree removal, clearing, filling or soil excavation 
authorized. 
 
When permits are not pulled for mulching the resulting environmental consequences can be significant. If 
gopher tortoises (a state threatened species) are harmed or their burrows are damaged, a Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWCC) officer will be contacted to conduct an investigation which could 
result in fines or potential prosecution. Mulching in scrub jay review areas is reported to the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) for review and investigation. Also, as a result of the mulching activities Scrub Jays 
may begin utilizing the lot. Mulching and rutting in wetlands is reported to the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (FDEP) and possibly the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE). They will 
conduct their own investigation which could result in additional permits, mitigation and/or fines. For 
questions or additional details on the mulching permit call 941.743.1290. 
 
Community Development Presentation 
 
Staff from the community development department and the natural resources division conducted a 
workshop for the Punta Gorda-Port Charlotte-North Port Association of Realtors last week. The workshop 
was attended by approximately 50 realtors in the region. Topics of discussion included how to use the 
Charlotte County’s GIS mapping system, information concerning wetlands and listed species on properties 
including the latest scrub jay developments, future land use and zoning designations, home occupations 
and code enforcement efforts. This coordinated presentation is available to other groups within Charlotte 
County who would like to better understand the working details of the community development department. 
Call 941.764.4928 for information. 
 
Junior golf tournament 
 
In conjunction with Rotonda Golf & Country Club, the Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau recently 
finalized an agreement with The Dunn Agency to serve as a host destination for one of six tournaments on 
the 2013 United States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA) Junior Golf circuit. The tournament will take 
place Jan. 25 through 27, 2013, and is anticipated to attract up to 150 junior golfers plus family members for 
the two-day event. 
 
Safe Sitter program 
 
Charlotte County Fire/EMS public education division Safe Sitter program now has two certified instructors to 
be able to add more classes to the program. The Safe Sitter Program is a medically-accurate program that 
teaches boys and girl ages 11 to 13 on how to handle emergencies when caring for children. It also teaches 
safe and nurturing child care techniques, behavior management skills and appropriate responses to medical 
emergencies. The classes are offered quarterly throughout the year. To register, call 941.833.5600. The fee 
is only $35 which includes a safe sitter manual, completion card and a safe sitter backpack. 


