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Your building division is here to help  (Administrator’s Update for 12/19/12) 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
The building division of Charlotte County community development department helps contractors, owners 
and developers navigate through the myriad of codes and regulations placed on them to protect the life 
safety, health and welfare of themselves and all other citizens in Charlotte County. A big part of this is 
outreach—in the last year, the department has hosted four workshops, all open to the public, aimed at 
educating our contractors and citizens on various aspects of the Florida Building Code. All of these 
workshops are still regularly shown on the CC-TV and are available for viewing through 
CharlotteCountyFL.gov.  
 
In addition, staff has spoken at many home-owners and property-owners associations, along with 
community and industry group meetings on subjects relating to code enforcement, permitting requirements 
and contractor licensing requirements. Any group wishing to have staff attend their meeting should call 
941.743.1245. 
 
To facilitate communication between the county and the building industry, staff meets monthly with a group 
of building industry representatives (the Building Industry Oversight Committee) to discuss any issues 
pertinent to construction, permitting and contractor licensing. These meetings are held at 8 a.m. on the last 
Friday of every month at the Building Construction Services Building and are open to the public. 
 
The building division also understands that projects, especially those involving existing structures, tend to 
be unique. We encourage contractors, owners, and potential investors to contact us prior to contracting or 
purchasing properties so we can let them know about any issues we may be aware of relating to permitting 
and code enforcement. Not only can we let them know if there are any open permits on the property, we 
can also advise of any open code enforcement cases, and any code enforcement liens that have been 
placed on the property. If any open or expired permits exist, we are happy to go through these detailing at 
what stage the work was stopped and work with the new owner or contractor to ensure they meet all 
Charlotte County licensing requirements along with the requirements of the Florida Building Code as they 
go through the process. 
 
We welcome investors who are taking partially finished structures, or structures in need of renovation and 
completing them. The more help we can offer up front, the easier the project is for all involved and we 
actively encourage investors, owners, contractors or interested citizens to contact us at 941.743.1201 or 
email bcs@charlottefl.com for additional information. 
 
Government Academy 
 
Applications are being accepted for the next Charlotte County Government Academy, a unique opportunity 
to learn about the departments under the Board of County Commissioners. Government Academy will take 
place in February 2013 and consist of presentations by staff at various county locations. The workshops will 
be held on two consecutive Wednesdays from 8:30 a.m. to noon and then from 1:30 to 5 p.m. on Feb. 13 
and 20. Applications are available in the lobbies of most county buildings, libraries, or online at 
CharlotteCountyFL.gov. The application deadline is Jan. 18. For more information, call Katie Ranson at 
941.743.1386. 
 
Holiday on the Harbor 
 
Bayshore Live Oak Park recently hosted “Holiday on the Harbor” for the fourth year. Held at dusk on a 
Sunday, SunCoast Trucking Academy provided an eighteen wheeler driven by Santa. With a blaring horn 
and holiday music, Santa arrived to throw candy to the crowd of children and adults seated on the grass on 
blankets and in chairs ready to watch a holiday film. The movie was shown on the large white side of the 
truck. Vendors sold hot dogs, chips and sodas. It was a beautiful night on Charlotte Harbor, full of holiday 
spirit. For upcoming events like this at county parks, libraries and other facilities, visit CharlottCountyFL.gov 
and explore the calendar. 


