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Transportation feasibility study a joint effort (Administrator’s Update for 12/26/12) 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
Staff from the human services department recently participated in a focus group and stakeholder meeting 
sponsored by the Renaissance Consulting Firm. This firm is conducting the “Transit Latent Demand Study” 
on behalf of the joint Sarasota/Manatee and Charlotte County Metropolitan Planning Organizations. The 
study will be considering the feasibility of a limited fixed-route bus service from the mid-county/Parkside 
area in Port Charlotte to North Port. A preliminary report and findings are expected in early March which will 
be presented to each county’s Board of County Commissioners. 
 
The Board of County Commissioners recently approved a Federal grant for the FY 13/14 in the amount of 
$59,500 for the Sunshine Ride program. The monies are designated to be used to transport residents living 
in the rural areas of Charlotte County. These funds will provide 3,740 passenger trips. 
 
Jail Inspection 
 
The county jail just completed the annual Florida Corrections Accreditation Commission inspection. The 
inspection consists of a three day walk-through inspection for everything from jail records to the 
maintenance tool procedures. The facilities construction and maintenance department employees on site 
must maintain all safety, security and cleanliness standards to ensure a good outcome on this inspection. 
After the results were in, command staff told the facilities department that the whole facility was given the 
highest level of accommodation.  
 
Maintenance 
 
Public works department crews recently completed three pipe repairs in greater Port Charlotte on Leland, 
Francis and East Tarpon Streets. On Riviera Lane, two catch basins have been installed, 80 linear feet of 
pipe installed, and approximately 7000 square feet of surface was graded for sod. In addition, two swale 
road crossings are now complete in northwest Port Charlotte. Shoulder repair was completed on 2.4 miles 
of roadway in the Fleetwood Drive area. 
 
Santa 
 
Early in December the Santa’s Candy Land event was held at the Port Charlotte Beach Complex. Over 500 
people attended this free event. The beach complex was fully decorated and Charlotte County library staff 
read stories to the children. Children participated in games and crafts and visited with Santa. 
 
Our Charlotte County community services department recently hosted the fourth annual Breakfast with 
Santa event at Tringali Recreation Center. The event was open to kids of all ages and over 125 tickets were 
sold. A letter to Santa was placed at every chair so that the children were able to hand Santa their wish list 
upon greeting him. Santa also took time for the children to have their pictures taken with him and pass out 
100 toys that were contributed by the Englewood Winn Dixie. The food for the delicious breakfast was 
sponsored by the Englewood Winn Dixie and prepared by Scotties Dawgs. After a special Christmas ballet 
performed by Tringali’s own Ms. Susanna and the Baby Doll Dancers, the doors to Santa’s work shop were 
opened and the children made a craft to take home, donated by the local Home Depot.  
 
On that note, I hope everyone had a wonderful holiday and best wishes to all of Charlotte County for a 
healthy and happy new year. 


