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By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
A portion of Forrest Nelson Boulevard will be closed through September 2014. A stormwater control structure 
replacement project is underway on the Sunset Waterway at Forrest Nelson Boulevard. As a result of the 
Stormwater Master Plan that was completed in 1998, it was determined that many of the existing water control 
structures were either undersized or had deteriorated since the 1960s when they were originally built. This 
structure at the Sunset Waterway and Forrest Nelson Boulevard will be replaced with three 8’ x 10’ box 
culverts to increase flow capacity. 
 
Construction began earlier this month and is projected to be complete in late September 2014. Forrest Nelson 
Boulevard will be closed, between Quesada Boulevard and Corktree Circle, from May 27 through the end of 
September 2014. Detours will be in place to guide travelers through this area. 
 
Natural resources division 
 
The natural resources division had a busy month in May, both on land and in the water. Along with the 
Charlotte County Sea Grant agent, staff participated in the monthly sampling for juvenile scallops in Gasparilla 
Sound and Lemon Bay. The following week staff and the Sea Grant agent took part in a crab trap cleanup of 
the Peace River within Charlotte County. The two-day project pulled 13 derelict traps from the Peace River. 
 
In collaboration with Tringali Recreation Center, natural resources staff helped teach children about fishing and 
the fish in our environment at the 16th annual Big Surf Youth Fishing Tournament at Englewood Beach.  
 
On May 21, Natural Resources performed a prescribed burn at Shell Creek Environmental property to help 
control exotic plant species and to return the native habitat back to a scrubby oak environment. 
 
The division also assisted in the 4th Tidal Creek Sampling, and event which is in collaboration with 
Environmental Protection Agency, Janicky Environmental Group, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission, and all three National Estuary Programs to gather base line data on how the tidal creeks affect 
the water quality of our estuaries. 
 
Summer at the Libraries 
 
School is ending for the summer and there are programs and reading clubs for children, teens and adults at all 
the Charlotte County libraries. The summer theme this year is “Fizz, Boom, Read” and details can be found for 
all the programs at the libraries and on the county website www.CharlotteCountyFL.com—click Library in the 
Popular Links on the left. 
 
Hurricane season begins June 1 and the Charlotte County Historical Center has planned a series of programs 
on hurricanes of note to Florida. The next program will be Hurricane Donna on June 18 at 10:30 a.m. at the 
Englewood Charlotte Public Library, 3450 North Access Road, Englewood. Everyone is welcome to this free 
program. 
 
If you are interested in being more involved in the programs and services at the libraries, archive, and historical 
center, we are always seeking volunteers and would love to have your help. Call 941.613.3201 for more 
information. 
 


