
Administrator’s Update for 1/28/15 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
Survey ends Jan. 30 
 
The County Budget Survey is available through Friday, Jan. 30. We are seeking citizen’s input on increasing, 
maintaining, or reducing a variety of county services. The survey is available both online and on paper. Visit 
the county website www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click the “Give Us Your Input” banner or click the County 
Budget Survey link in the Hot Topics list. Paper copies are available in county libraries and other county 
buildings. The survey is available through Jan. 30. 
 
Budget input at Tringali 
 
The public is encouraged to attend tonight’s Citizen Budget Input Public Hearing, 6 p.m. at the Tringali 
Recreation Center, 3460 North Access Road, Englewood, and provide input on the fiscal year budget for 
2015/16 and 2016/17. This is the second of two meetings to be held this month. This is a great opportunity for 
citizens to provide input related to the budget. 
 
Certification 
 
Emily Lewis, Charlotte County family services manager, has been accepted into the Certified Community 
Action Professional (CCAP) program. This is a nationally-recognized professional leadership program 
sponsored by the Community Action Partnership. Upon completion of the program, Ms. Lewis must pass a 
certification exam to receive her credentials. Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners is the 
designated Community Action Agency for Charlotte County. The Human Services Department administers the 
Community Services Block Grant and serves as liaison to the Community Action Agency Advisory Board. 
Congratulations and best wishes to Ms. Lewis. 
 
Recognition 
 
A joint partnership between the University of Florida Extension Services, the Florida Master Gardeners, and 
Charlotte County Utilities has resulted in recognition at the state-wide level for their Florida Friendly 
Landscaping efforts. Two homes and six public utility landscapes have met the state’s Florida-Friendly 
Landscaping™ criteria and are now recognized as Florida-Friendly Yards by Charlotte Counties’ Florida Yards 
and Neighborhoods program.  
 
To be recognized, each yard is evaluated by site visits to determine what environmentally-friendly practices 
have been adopted. A Florida-Friendly Yard has minimal use of potable water for irrigation, is set up to avoid 
the runoff of excess fertilizers and pesticides from the yard, and provides wildlife habitats. The overall look of 
the yard can range from conventional and manicured to much more natural. The maintenance of the yard is the 
focus of being a Florida-Friendly yard.  
 
Owners of Florida-Friendly Yards receive a sign to display identifying the landscape as a “Florida-Friendly 
Yard” and a certificate. To learn more about this designation visit: 
http://fyn.ifas.ufl.edu/homeowners/recognitions.htm. 
 
Parents in Action 
 
Last month the Board of County Commissioners approved a lease with Parents in Action, Inc., a non-profit 
agency that provides support services for families with children who are diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder or other developmental disabilities. Parents in Action will occupy rental space at the Family Services 
Center, 21450 Gibralter Drive, in the Parkside area of Port Charlotte. To contact the Family Services Center, 
call 941.235.0668. For information on the Parents in Action, Inc. support services, contact the agency directly 
at 941.456.3724 or visit www.parentsinactioninc.org. 
 


