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Last Friday Charlotte County hosted the third Southwest Florida Regional Summit. The all-day 
event included administrators and last year’s Board chairmen from Collier, Charlotte, Sarasota, 
Hendry, Glades and Lee County. The focus of the group is regionalism—identifying common 
issues that impact all of the participating counties. Discussion often includes determining ways 
to partner together to make our regional voice heard at the state and federal level. 
Commissioner Ken Doherty and I hosted and attended Friday’s event. 
 
At the summit, topics discussed included tourism efforts, revenue issues, and legislative 
priorities. Tourism is one area that is on an upward swing throughout southwest Florida. As one 
of the examples, a copy of the recent joint-venture fishing guide was handed out (mentioned 
below again—available online and in print). At the conclusion of the tourism topic, the group 
decided to add regional tourism to their agendas and continue the discussions with their Boards.  
 
Unfunded infrastructure projects are another common matter we all work with. It is helpful to 
hear what those issues look like in nearby counties. During the summit, staff from Charlotte 
County and Lee County provided an update on FEMA coastal flood zone remapping study for 
Southwest Florida.  
 
Overall, the attendees acknowledged that the summit was beneficial and productive and we will 
continue with additional summits later this year. 
 
Unlicensed contracting 
 
Charlotte County licensing investigators recently worked with homeowners to obtain restitution 
totaling over $10,000 for two homeowners in Charlotte County. The licensed contractors had 
taken deposits from the homeowners and in the first case, the contractor completed the work 
without obtaining the permit and then was unable to obtain the permit. In the second case, the 
contractor had failed to commence work within 30 days of receiving a deposit of more than 10% 
of the value of the work to be done. Although unlicensed contracting continues to be the main 
challenge faced by Charlotte County, we do have some licensed contractors who fail to follow 
their obligations. To file a complaint against a contractor or report unlicensed activity, please 
visit our website at www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click “Report Unlicensed Contracting” in 
the “I Want To” list or call 941.743.1201. 
 
Fishing guide online 
 
The Charlotte Harbor Visitor and Convention Bureau partnered with Visit Sarasota County to 
produce a free, hand-held guide highlighting fishing in our area. The guide provides information 
on salt and fresh water fishing, the types of fish that can be caught both inshore and offshore, 
popular tackle and bait for this region and information on booking a charter and fishing rules and 
regulations. In addition to colorful images, a map and detailed chart on boat and kayak 
launches, the top spots to fish in both areas are also included. In Charlotte County, pick up a 
guide at the Charlotte Harbor Visitor and Convention Bureau office located at 18500 Murdock 
Circle, Suite B104, Port Charlotte or download a copy from 
www.CharlotteHarborTravel.com/fishing.  


