
Administrator’s Update for 3/11/15 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
Spring training is underway at the Charlotte Sports Park and the Commissioners and I attended the opening 
game on March 5th. The Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau hosted a tweetup that day as well for 
the game, creating quite the buzz. The partnership between the county and the Tampa Bay Rays is strong and 
having their spring training here in Port Charlotte is part of what makes this a great place to live.  
 
Last year the Charlotte Sports Park was voted the Best Spring Training Facility for the USA Today and 10Best 
lists. The best part of that accolade is that it was baseball fans, county residents and visitors who voted, putting 
the sports park ahead of the other 19 spring training cities selected to run for the award. Peruse the results and 
more info on the 10Best list online at www.10best.com/awards/travel/best-spring-training-facility. 
 
Professional baseball has been an integral part of Charlotte County since 1987. The Tampa Bay Rays spring 
training games run through the first week in April. Go out and enjoy a game at the best spring training facility! 
 
Seeking task force volunteers 
 
The Charlotte County Citizen’s Advisory Task Force (CATF) is seeking five volunteers who are residents of 
unincorporated Charlotte County. Three of the 5 residents must meet low to moderate income criteria.  
 
The main function of the CATF is to provide public input into the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
options and potential projects and make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners on a CDBG 
category for application. CDBG Funds are funded by the U.S. Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to the 
Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (FDEO). FDEO develops a state rule and application process and 
awards funding to counties and cities through competitive applications.  
 
Applications for the volunteer positions are due March 19. For an application, income survey, and additional 
information, please contact Mindy Collier at 941.764.4520 or via e-mail: 
Mindy.Collier@CharlotteCountyFL.gov. 
 
Water to Little Gasparilla 
 
Last month Charlotte County Utilities’ (CCU) expedient efforts helped maintain 418 water service connections 
through an incident without interruption of service. The customers that were potentially impacted are serviced 
by the Little Gasparilla Water Utility.  
 
The plant had a major water system failure that could not be fixed and will have a lengthy time to repair. It was 
estimated that there was less than 24 hours of water available to distribute to customers. They contacted CCU 
for assistance and the team went into action to open a newly-constructed interconnection at South Green 
Dolphin Drive on Saturday, Feb. 14 under emergency conditions.  
 
Seventy-six Gallons per Minute (76 GPM) of CCU public water supply is being distributed to residents on Little 
Gasparilla Island. It was anticipated that the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) would not 
approve the official line activation for a week at the earliest, but the South District office was contacted and 
approval was received on Feb 17. CCU’s efficient efforts enabled this valuable new piece of interconnecting 
infrastructure to quickly provide the islanders with fresh, clean and safe water. 
 
Edgewater traffic 
 
As the Edgewater Drive Phase 2 Improvements project progresses, residents and visitors can use the 
GOEP2.com website to keep up with the changes that affect traffic. This website has maps and dates and 
more information about the project. Through the GOEP2.com website anyone can sign up for project 
newsletters and also receive traffic updates via text. Our county website, www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov, also 
has traffic alerts on the home page. 
 


