
Administrator’s Update for 8/12/15 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
Over the last three Board of County Commissioners regular meeting, I have been providing the Board with 
updates on some of the projects being funded by the 1 percent local option sales tax. I finished the project 
updates at the July 28 regular Board meeting, going over a few of the quality of life projects such as the 
recreation centers, and public safety projects including the west county annex replacement. We will continue to 
provide sales tax project updates to the Board on a quarterly basis at a regular Board meeting. The 
presentations and current financial status of each project is posted on the county website: visit 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click “1% Local Option Sales Tax” in the Hot Topics list. The web page also 
includes links directly to the video of the update at the Board meetings. 
 
Lighting District 
 
The lighting division of public works, known as the “Lighting District,” provides services throughout the county 
that many of us take for granted or do not often think about. Some of the recent work includes repairing a 
damaged pedestrian signal in the southeast corner of US 41 at Taylor Road that had been knocked off its 
support pole, and replacing a blue confirmation light that is mounted under the traffic signal display at Marion 
Avenue and Bal Harbor Boulevard. 
 
Lightning strikes often result in more repair work for the lighting district crews. Last month staff investigated a 
complaint that the traffic signal at the intersection of US 41 at Aqui Esta Drive was not communicating with the 
traffic management center. Crews discovered tripped circuit breakers, a burnt door switch, and two blown 
surge arrestors on the vehicle detection panel. It appears that lightning was the cause of the damage. Crews 
also replaced a roadway lighting door and ballast assembly on a light pole along US 17—another issue where 
it appears that the pole was struck by lightning. Crews were able to follow the path of the strike from the top of 
the pole all the way down to where it exited the concrete bridge support. Damage was also repaired at the 
intersection of US 41 at Airport Road, the result of a thunderstorm and the accompanying lightning strikes.  
 
Repairs are not the only responsibilities of the lightning district. This time of year the crews have already 
programmed the school calendar schedule into school flasher time clocks in preparation of the upcoming 
2015/2016 semesters. Inspections of street lights are also part of the routine and two staff members recently 
received International Municipal Signal Association (IMSA) Traffic Signal Inspector certifications. 
 
More cleaning up  
 
Our solid waste division’s hazardous waste specialists conducted 20 random business inspections during the 
month of July (which translates to approximately 8,107 lbs. of hazardous waste material). The hazardous 
waste specialists verified that all 20 businesses that were inspected were in full compliance with current 
regulatory requirements regarding proper hazardous waste disposal with licensed disposal companies. 
Hazardous materials can harm in so many different ways, these inspections are important to keeping the 
community safe. 
 
The public works divisions of maintenance & operations and solid waste partnered with the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s office and Waste Management to conduct a cleanup of several vagrant camps and illegal dumping 
sites in the Murdock area. The targeted areas resulted in the collection of 120 cubic yards of debris with an 
estimated weight of 3 tons of garbage collected.  
 
The locations of the vagrant camps and illegal dumping areas were reported by concerned property owners 
and identified by the County’s illegal dumping Code Enforcement Officer. Additional sites will continue to be 
identified and scheduled for cleanup as resources become available. 
 
The community is encouraged to report illegal dumping activities to 1.866.Y.DUMP.CC (1.866.938.6722). 
When reporting illegal dumping, please make a note of the time, location, description of vehicles, license plate 
numbers and type of debris that was dumped. Illegal dumping includes yard debris that is dumped in the right 
of way, or on private property, without the consent of the owner.  
 


