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Researcher: Septic tanks to blame for pollution 
By Raymond Sandrock, Charlotte County Administrator 

Dr. Brian Lapointe told the County Commission on Tuesday failing septic tanks across the state 
were major contributors to the widespread contamination of Florida waterways from the Keys to 
Indian River Lagoon. Dr. Lapointe, a research professor at Florida Atlantic University’s Marine 
Ecosystem Health Program, is a leading advocate of removing and replacing septic tanks with 
sewer systems in Florida.  

In his presentation, Dr. Lapointe said nutrient, microbial and contaminant pollution produce 
harmful algal blooms and contribute to the loss of seagrass and coral reef habitat and the 
decline of fisheries. He cited emerging diseases and mortalities in wildlife (corals, manatees, 
dolphins, sea turtles, pelicans, fish, shellfish) and humans. Among the harmful contaminants 
linked to failing septic tanks are nitrogen, phosphorus, ammonia, pharmaceuticals, hormones, 
viruses and bacteria, including fecal coliform. 

He cited studies stretching back to the 1970s in the Keys, and, more recently, in Jupiter Creek 
and the Indian River Lagoon that found the highest nutrients and coliforms were near residential 
areas with high densities of septic tanks.  

Dr. Lapointe proposed a two-phase contaminant monitoring program in Charlotte County. Phase 
I would combine and analyze existing data, sample dozens of locations for pollution and identify 
long-term monitoring stations, laboratories and volunteer networks. Phase II would document 
conditions in the Myakka and Peace rivers and Charlotte Harbor before and after the expansion 
of sewer service in Mid-County. Earlier this year, the board endorsed a 10-year project that 
would convert 15,600 homes from septic to sewers. 

To see Dr. Lapointe present his report to the board, go to CharlotteCountyFL.com/cctv and click 
Video On-Demand Archives. To read Dr. Lapointe’s presentation, go to 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Septic Tank Presentation under Hot Topics. 

 

Tourism award 

Nominations for the 2016 Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame are being accepted through 5 
p.m., April 12. Established in 2014, the Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame was created to 
honor people whose body of work in support of Charlotte County tourism has been both 
exceptional and diverse.  

The Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame recognizes people who have a body of local 
tourism work spanning at least 10 years. This recognition is given only to those who, through 
their efforts and leadership, have had a significant impact on Charlotte County’s tourism. 
Induction into the Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame is not for a single event, activity or act, 
but rather for continual service to Charlotte County’s tourism industry over a period of 10 or 
more years. Becky Bovell was the 2014 inductee and Capt. Marian Schneider was inducted in 
2015.  

http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/


Complete guidelines for the Charlotte County Tourism Hall of Fame nomination process can be 
found at www.CharlotteHarborTravel.com/tdc/hof. 

 

Government Academy 

Registration for the Government Academy is now open. The program consists of four 
workshops April 13-14 at locations around the county. Participants will meet commissioners, 
county administration, department directors and staff and there will be opportunities to ask 
questions and gather information. Graduates will be recognized at a County Commission 
meeting and receive a certificate of completion. The program is open to all county residents.    

For information, go to www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Government Academy under Hot 
Topics. 

 

Unlicensed contractors 

The Community Development Department’s Licensing Division has been in the Deep Creek 
area impacted by the Feb. 24 tornado, performing proactive checks to verify contractor licenses 
and permits and distributing informational brochures and business cards to the homeowners. 
Homeowners and licensed contractors have been very responsive to the work we have been 
doing to ensure homeowners are not victimized by unlicensed contractors.   

To determine if a contractor is properly licensed, go to www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click 
Permitting & Licensing under Popular Links or call 941.743.1201. 

Ray Sandrock is the Charlotte County administrator. Readers may reach him at 
raymond.sandrock@charlottecountyfl.gov. 
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