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County partners with college EMT program 
 
By Ray Sandrock, County Administrator 
 
One of Charlotte County’s core values is partnerships, a commitment to working with others for 
the overall good of the community. The latest example of those partnerships was last week’s 
County Commission approval of an affiliation agreement with the Charlotte County School 
Board that will enable students in the emergency medical technician and responder programs at 
Charlotte Technical College to participate in ride-alongs with Fire/EMS personnel to fulfill the 
requirements of their course curriculum. 
 
The availability of home-grown talent would be a boon to the Public Safety Department in the 
future. The emergency medical and firefighter profession also represents an opportunity for 
local students to stay and work in Charlotte County after graduating.  
 
During the same meeting, 17 Public Safety personnel were honored for their service during the 
regular employee recognition ceremony. The staffers’ collective experience in Charlotte County 
was 140 years. Many of these same men and women will be mentoring Charlotte Technical 
College EMT and EMR students in coming years. 
 
We’re excited about this new partnership and congratulate the former Charlotte Technical 
Center on its new name.  
 
 
No-wake zone 
 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission notified Charlotte County on May 11 
that it had given draft approval of a proposed no-wake zone for Gasparilla Sound between the 
Boca Grande Causeway and the railroad trestle. The FWC cited the sharp bend in the narrow 
channel and the proximity to existing no-wake zones near the trestle and the causeway. 
 
The new restriction will go into effect once the 21-day challenge period expires June 1. 
 
 
Lacrosse tournament 
 
The Charlotte Harbor Visitor & Convention Bureau and the North American Sports Group have 
reached an agreement to host the 2017 Spring Fling Lacrosse Tournament in Charlotte County.  
The event will take place March 4-25 and the organizer is projecting between 25-40 women’s 
collegiate lacrosse teams to participate over the course of the three weeks. Teams will practice 
daily at various venues throughout the county with most of the games taking place on the main 
football field at Ann Dever Memorial Regional Park.   
 
This event has taken place in Florida the past 20 years, most recently in the Bradenton area, 
and is projected to generate thousands of hotel room nights and more than $1 million in direct 
expenditures from the teams alone, not including the family members who travel with them. 
 
 



Social media 
 
Charlotte County’s social media outreach has generated thousands of Facebook Likes, Twitter 
followers and YouTube views. Now, all our social media platforms have been combined in one 
easy-to-find place, the Charlotte County Social Media Wall. Even if you don’t have a social 
media account, you can quickly get up to speed on what’s happening around the county, 
whether it’s commission meetings, tourism marketing, traffic advisories, economic development 
efforts and more.  
 
To see the wall, go to www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Social Media at the top of the 
page. Or you can click the familiar Facebook, Twitter and YouTube logos right above Popular 
Links in the left-hand menu. To visit individual department sites, click Social Media List at the 
top right of the Charlotte County Social Media Wall. And don’t forget to like, retweet and share 
county content with your friends and followers on social media. 
 
 
Hurricane Expo 
 
The annual Hurricane Preparedness Expo is scheduled for 10 a.m., May 21 at the Charlotte 
Harbor Event and Conference Center, 75 Taylor Street in Punta Gorda. 
 
The expo will feature more than 60 exhibitors, including businesses offering hurricane protection 
products and supplies, insurance, health care and financial services, home and garden products 
and automotive and marine products and services. Charlotte County Emergency Management 
staff will be on site to answer questions. 
 
Hurricane seminars are scheduled for 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. Admission is free. 
 
For information, call 941.833.5444 or go to www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click on the 
Hurricane Expo banner at the top of the page. 
 
Ray Sandrock is the Charlotte County Administrator. Readers may reach him at 
Ray.Sandrock@CharlotteCountyFL.gov. 
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