
Charlotte County update for 7/13/16 

Celebrating National Park and Recreation Month  
By Ray Sandrock, Charlotte County Administrator 

July is National Park and Recreation Month and Charlotte County residents are wild about their 
parks.  

Last week, more than 4,000 people enjoyed swimming, water aerobics and racing at our three 
pools at Ann Dever Memorial Regional Park, South County Regional Park and Port Charlotte 
Beach Park. More than 6,000 fans celebrated Independence Day with the Charlotte Stone 
Crabs at their July 3 Stars and Stripes night at Charlotte Sports Park, where the Stone Crabs 
punctuated a victory with a spectacular fireworks display. The next day, about 1,000 people 
participated in the 4th of July BBQ Bash at Bayshore Live Oak Park in Charlotte Harbor and the 
brand new Live Oak Point Park was packed with revelers taking in the fireworks display across 
the river at Punta Gorda’s Laishley Park. 

Tringali Recreation Center kicked off its new Tringali Twilight Theater on July 1 with a showing 
of The Peanuts Movie, preceded by an acoustical musical performance and a Charlie Brown 
trivia contest. Can you name Snoopy’s seven siblings? (Answer below.) 

Patrons were already asking what our recreation staff had in store for the next event on Aug. 5. 
If you don’t want to wait till then South County Regional Park is the site for the next installment 
of the Moonlight Movie Series starting at 7 p.m., July 23. 

Nearly 3,000 youngsters are spending their summer vacation at 12 camps across the county, 
not to mention hundreds more playing in co-ed basketball leagues, a youth dancing program, 
skateboarding and more.  

If pickleball is your thing, players of all skill levels can test themselves against their friends and 
neighbors at Tringali, South County and Harold Avenue recreation centers.  

I haven’t even mentioned the miles of trails and thousands of acres of preserves and beaches 
maintained by our dedicated Community Services staff. Whether you love birdwatching, hiking, 
shelling, jogging, cycling or just sitting beneath an oak tree draped with Spanish moss and 
soaking up nature, there is a county park to suit your needs. 

The Charlotte County Commission issued a proclamation on Tuesday recognizing July as  
National Park and Recreation Month and the county will waive all parking and admission fees at 
13 beaches, boat ramps and pools on Saturday. So if you haven’t visited your county parks 
recently, this is the time. 

Visit www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Parks/Pools to see everything Charlotte County has 
to offer residents and visitors at our parks, pools, beaches, preserves, trails, piers, libraries and 
historical center. Our goal is to exceed your expectations and as our Community Services 
program guide says, we encourage you to “Get Up!, Get Out! And Get Active!” 

 

 

 

http://www.charlottecountyfl.gov/


Veterans benefits 

All Charlotte County Veteran Services officers now have Personal Identity Verification cards to 
allow them access to the Veterans Benefits Management System. VBMS is a tool the officers 
use to view crucial information to assist veterans on past and present claims.    

Veteran Services officers are available to help county veterans and their spouses access 
benefits and programs, including property tax relief, VA benefit claims, disabled hunting and 
fishing licenses and identification cards and license tags, beneficiary information, education and 
health care benefits, life insurance programs, military funerals and more. 

For information, visit www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Human Services in the Departments 
list or call 941-764-5579 in the Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda areas or 941-681-3716 in West 
County. 

 

TDU roundtable 

The Charlotte County Community Development Department has scheduled another roundtable 
discussion about potential changes to the county’s transfer of development units policy. The 
roundtable is scheduled for 1 p.m., Aug. 5 in the Building Construction Services Conference 
Room, 18400 Murdock Circle in Port Charlotte. 

 

Tentative budget 

Commissioners will review a presentation of the tentative 2016-17 county budget at 2 p.m., 
Thursday in Room 119 of the Charlotte County Administration Center, 18500 Murdock Circle in 
Port Charlotte. The presentation will include tentative millage rates based on the property 
appraiser’s July 1 certified valuations. 

The board will hold a series of public hearings over the next few months before adopting the 
final budget at a public hearing in September. For information about the budget process, go to 
www.CharlotteCountyFL.gov and click Budget Process under Hot Topics. 

 

Trivia answer 

Snoopy’s siblings are named Andy, Marbles, Spike, Olaf, Molly, Rover and Belle. 

Ray Sandrock is the Charlotte County Administrator. Readers may reach him at 
Raymond.Sandrock@CharlotteCountyFL.gov. 
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