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Florida water protection: D+ 
 
By STEVE REILLY 
Staff Writer 
 
According to environmental groups, Florida deserves only a "D+" when it comes to the state's protection 
of Gulf waters. 
 
The Gulf Restoration Network, a coalition of environmental groups, graded Florida and other Gulf Coast 
states on how well they enacted and are following the federal Clean Water Act requirements. The entire 
report is available at www.healthygulf.org. 
 
The states were graded on how well they meet water quality standards and protect public health. They 
also were graded on nitrogen and phosphorous pollution protection and public participation. 
 
The network is demanding that the federal Environmental Protection Agency be more vigilant in seeing 
that states adopt Clean Water Act protections and standards. 
 
“There’s no reason why any of the states shouldn’t have 'A's,'” said Matt Rota, the Gulf Restoration 
Network’s water director. 
 
Rota considers the Florida’s “outstanding waters” designation watered down because it has, what he 
called, loopholes that allow additional pollution flow into the waterways. 
 
While Florida earned a "D+," Texas earned the highest grade, a "C-." Like Florida, Alabama and 
Mississippi earned "D-." 
 
Louisiana flunked. 
 
The primary criticism is that the states failed to adopt Clean Water Act standards, first established in 
1972. 
 
“The states can earn an 'A' just by having (Clean Water Act) regulations on the books,” Rota said. 
 
What’s at risk for the Gulf states are a $20 billion tourism industry and a $686 million commercial fishing 
industry, according to the report. 
 
The report also notes that some Gulf beaches had to be closed and others posted poor water quality 
advisories for 4,409 days in 2007 due to pollution and potential health threats. 


