
County employees contribute to neighbors in need 
 
By Hector Flores 
 
As Thanksgiving approaches, I wanted to take a moment to express my gratitude to my 
colleagues and laud the resilience of our community as we have endured a year of recovery 
from last year’s storms. 
 
We continue to make progress on rebuilding our damaged facilities through the hard work of 
county staff and our contractors. I’m grateful for their commitment to serving this community. I’m 
also grateful for how engaged our residents have been, making their feelings clear about 
priorities and pain points. That public input is critical for us to address needs impacting our 
neighbors.  
 
We know prices are a concern and the recent federal government shutdown sowed uncertainty 
about funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or food stamps. My county 
colleagues responded by staging two food drives. At our employee appreciation dinner in 
October, staff donated more than 3,300 pounds of food, which was distributed to the community 
at the Human Services Department’s Family Services Center. A second food drive ended Friday 
in time for the items donated to help families enjoy a Thanksgiving dinner. 
 
Our Community Development Department staff held its annual Chili Cook-Off on Friday, with 
proceeds to go to families in need this holiday season. Our Fiscal Services Division donates 
money from the proceeds of its breakroom Snack Shack to a different charity each year. This 
year’s beneficiary will be Helping Hearts For Heroes, which assists veterans transitioning to 
permanent housing, ensuring they find security and comfort at home. 
 
The Community Services Department’s Libraries and History Division has a Food for Fines 
program through which library patrons can have their late fee fines forgiven by donating food. 
Last year, it collected 20,009 food items, including numerous items from patrons who did not 
even owe any fines. 
 
In August, the Office of Emergency Management and the Human Services Department teamed 
up with other departments for the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Food Drive, which was aimed at 
helping people created shelf-stable food kits in case of any disruptions caused by tropical 
weather. Last year, the United Way of Charlotte County recognized Charlotte County at its 
annual Spirit Awards with its Most Generous Workplace award.  
 
I’m so proud of my colleagues’ generous spirits. I hope this Thanksgiving finds you and your 
family in good health and spirits and wish you a wonderful holiday season. 
 
Readers may reach Charlotte County Administrator Hector Flores at 
Hector.Flores@CharlotteCountyFL.gov. 


