Sales Tax 2026

Focus Group
Focus Group Membership approved by the BCC on July 22, 2025 will be comprised of:

Industry Representatives

Charlotte County Chamber of Commerce Bob White
Punta Gorda Chamber of Commerce Sean MclLaughlin
Tourist Development Council Gary Butler
Charlotte DeSoto Building Industry Association Donna Barrett
Economic Development Partnership Lucienne Pears

Punta Gorda-Port Charlotte-North Port Association of Realtors  Cindy Marsh-Tichy
Charlotte County School Board Mark Vianello

Charlotte County Airport Authority Ray Laroche

Commission Appointees

6 members were appointed by the Board of County Commissioners, with each Commissioner
choosing one member and the Board choosing one at-large member. Additional member to
represent District 3 was added by the BCC at the September 9, 2025 BCC Meeting.

District 1 Steve Viera

District 2 Lynne Matthews

District 3 Kathi Obendorfer
R. Eric Axelson*

District 4 Appointee resigned

District 5 Lawrence Yerger

At-Large Gary Bayne

*Note: R. Eric Axelson was appointed to the 2026 Sales Tax Focus Group to replace the Englewood
Chamber of Commerce Representative who resigned from the Focus Group.
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