
MEETING MINUTES 
BUENA VISTA AREA WATERWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

March 6, 2012 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Attendees: Judith Barnosky, Donna Elliott, Richard Hulet, William Ryan, and Charles Witzke 
 
County: Dawn Harrison, Sandy Wright 
  
Meeting was called to order at 9:04 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The minutes from the October 12, 2010 were approved with minor corrections 
 
Old Business:  
 

• Representatives from the Engineering and Parks & Recreation Departments should be invited to the 
next meeting to discuss the beach restoration project at the Port Charlotte Beach Complex. 

• The Marine Advisory Committee will be voting this Thursday on the restoration project. The 
Committee asked Ms. Harrison if it would be possible to get an application to the Marine Advisory 
Committee by Thursday in hopes of qualifying for this Committee for some funding to be put towards 
a survey and dredging. 

• The quality of the sand that would be dredged from the Buena Vista canals is good enough that it 
could be used during the Beach Restoration project and would possibly save money on the project.  

• Ms. Elliott made a motion to approve a bathymetric survey of the Buena Vista Waterways to identify 
areas in need of dredging. Ms. Barnosky seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. There is 
a dredging project underway in Punta Gorda that the County is using to piggyback onto. This will 
save the MSBU money.  

• The Committee would like to have the mid channel marker currently located at the point of the 
Beach Complex relocated further out away from the shoreline to eliminate the need to dredge so 
frequently at the point. 

New Business:  
 
• The expense of private dredging was discussed. The majority of the cost is associated with hauling 

the dredge spoil. If the silt could be used on one of the three beaches, it would save on hauling as 
well as fill for the restoration projects.  

• There was discussion regarding the silt being used on lots that require fill prior to construction. It 
would violate a County policy to place dredged materials on a buildable lot.  Perhaps silt could be 
used to shore up lots with sea walls.  There are a lot of homeowners that would gladly accept fill to 
help fill in behind their sea walls. 

• Mr. Hulet made a motion for the Committee to continue to support a pilot project to use the dredged 
silt; the motion was seconded by Ms. Elliott, all members were in favor.  

• The Committee would like to get the BCC to approve a demo site. They think the BCC’s reluctance 
to approve the dumping of dredged materials in a neighborhood is due to a past experience where 
citizens complained about the strong odor coming from the material. 
 
 

 
 
 
 



BUENA VISTA AREA WATERWAY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
March 6, 2012 

Page 2 
 

• The financial report and activity report was distributed for the Committee to review. The draft budget 
for 2012/2013 will be distributed as soon as it is available. 

• The Committee has been inactive due to a lack of active projects to discuss. 
• There was discussion about a possible dredging project. There are areas that are starting to fill in 

again. The Committee reviewed aerial maps of their waterways.  
• The Committee agreed to have a bathymetric survey done to identify the areas that are in need of 

dredging. There was concern that the area surveyed should belong to the MSBU.  
• There are funds available to address the areas of concern within the MSBU. When the survey is 

complete a meeting will be scheduled with the Engineering and Parks & Recreation Departments as 
well as Coastal Engineering to discuss a possible future dredging project. The Committee will take a 
vote on the project at that time.  

• The last survey was performed in 2007. It is a beneficial to have a current survey on file since FEMA 
would use that information for funding purposes in the event of a storm.  

• There was discussion regarding boater registration and the definition of an MSBU. There was a 
question if the Countryman Waterway area is part of the Buena Vista Waterway MSBU. The 
boundary maps are on the County Website. 

  
The next meeting will be scheduled sometime in May after Ms. Harrison receives the information regarding 
the bathymetric survey. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:11 a.m. 


