
MEETING MINUTES 
BURNT STORE VILLAGE STREET & DRAINAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

November 20, 2008 
3:00 p.m. 

 
 
Attendees: Dawn Carriere, Charles Costa, Robert Mercier, Joann Mercier,  
 County - Dawn Harrison, Jeff Keyser, Kim Raymond 
 Absent - Sally Walsh  
  
The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. 
 
Minutes: The August 21, 2008, minutes were revised at the third bullet on the second 

page to read, “Ms. Harrison suggested that the Committee increase the 
maximum rate to $150, which eliminates annual Public Hearings for any 
increases up to that amount.  The Committee discussed increasing the rate by 
$20 each year.”  The minutes were unanimously approved as amended. 

 
Business: 
 

• The Committee reviewed the Fiscal Year 2008 Activity Report.  Ms. Carriere inquired 
about charges for sign maintenance.  Ms. Harrison stated the signs are inspected twice 
a year for proper reflectivity and general maintenance. The Signing & Marking 
Department generates a schedule for sign maintenance. 

 
• According to Maintenance & Operations (M&O), the aluminum pipes on Minorca Drive 

are in good shape and will not be replaced.  They will be starting pipe inspections, which 
are not charged to the MSBU, very soon.  Mr. Mercier displayed a drainage map of his 
subdivision, which shows pipes encased with concrete. 

 
• Mr. Jeff Keyser, Paving Project Manager, explained the paving process and stated the 

cost for asphalt has been the cheapest for Charlotte County for the last three years.  The 
paving project would be scheduled behind Charlotte County Utilities’ sewer project.  He 
said the rejuvenation process occurs two to three years after paving, which adds seven 
more years of life to the roads.  Based on the age of the roads, they are due to be paved 
in 2010.  When the age and condition of a road fall behind, reconstruction occurs and is 
very costly.  Road inspection is funded by the MSBU. 

 
• Ms. Harrison stated the Committee will need to get a consensus from the residents 

before an assessment increase can be approved.  Ms. Carriere said they need a definite 
plan and estimated costs to move forward.  The Committee will need to decide by the 
end of December if they are increasing the assessment.  It was suggested that a letter 
be sent to all homeowners and a community meeting held to get a consensus. 

 
• Mr. Keyser stated the roads have a soil cement base, which caused the cracking in the 

asphalt.  This is a normal process and does not mean the roads are in bad shape.  
 

• Ms. Carriere inquired about administration costs for work performed in the district.  Ms. 
Harrison explained that the labor rates shown on the reports already have overhead 
costs calculated, but there are additional fees charged over and beyond any work done.  
The MSBU’s are charged direct and indirect costs, which pay for certain departments in 
Murdock (such as Budget and Purchasing) that perform work for the MSBU’s. 
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• The contractors have to post bond at the beginning of a contract to cover roads and 
pipes that may become damaged during the project.  The contract is not closed out until 
all damages are fixed. 

 
• The Committee requested additional speed limit signs and a curve sign at the southwest 

corner of Prada Drive.  Ms. Harrison explained that all new signs require an ordinance, 
but she will check on it.   

 
• The Committee discussed increasing the rate by $20 per ERU per year. Ms. Harrison 

said the Chairman would need to submit a letter to the Board of County Commissioners 
explaining the reason for the increase.  The Committee discussed having a presentation 
at the Property Owners’ Association meeting.  Ms. Harrison explained that, if more than 
one member gives the presentation, the meeting needs to be advertised. 

 
• Ms. Harrison stated the Native Tree funding has to be used in fiscal year 2009. 

 
• Mr. Mercier suggested any unused funds be placed into reserves for paving. Ms. 

Harrison suggested it be split between drainage and paving. 
 

• Mr. Mercier inquired about the kind of involvement a resident has if not serving on the 
Committee.  He stated that, as a resident and President of the POA, he would not be 
restrained to help the MSBU as he is as a member. 

 
The next meeting has been scheduled for Thursday, February 19, 2008, at 3:00 p.m. at 
Charlotte County Public Works, 7000 Florida Street, Punta Gorda. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Dawn Harrison 
Municipal Services District Representative 
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