
MEETING MINUTES 
CHARLOTTE RANCHETTES STREET AND DRAINAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

August 22, 2007 
 
 
 
Attendees: Nigel Morris, Michael Szuba, Ruth Cudzillo, William Faris, 
  Robert Schaffer 
 
Absent: James Howarth 
 
The meeting was called to order by Nigel Morris at 6:40 p.m. 
 
Agenda: There were no requested additions or deletions to the agenda. 
 
Approval of the July 30, 2007 Minutes: 
 

• Mr. Morris advised of a typographical error in the third line of the third full 
paragraph on page 2 of the minutes of the July 30, 2007 meeting. Mr. Faris moved 
to approve the minutes with the correction of the typographic error. Mr. Szuba 
seconded the motion. The Committee voted unanimously to approve the minutes. 

 
Develop Work Plan for Fiscal Year 2008: 
 

• Mr. Morris outlined for the Committee the road access issues he had observed in 
his assigned area. Mr. Faris stated that until drainage problems in the Ranchettes 
were remedied spending for roads would be a waste of money. Mr. Szuba and Ms 
Cudzillo stated that they had not observed any access issues. Mr. Morris stated 
that it was necessary to at least insure that residents had access to their properties 
and that any such problems be remedied. 

 
• Discussion was had as to the estimated cost of repair of drainage and roads. Mr. 

Morris stated that he would confer with the County estimator, Mike Halback, 
regarding cost issues. 

 
• The Committee again discussed the effect of the Punta Gorda force main on the 

Ranchettes ditch easements. Mr. Szuba agreed to contact the Greeley and Hansen 
Project Manager regarding the Pelican Drive drains/culverts. 

 
• The replacement of culverts has already been completed on the CR74 side of the 

Ranchettes at Grove Blvd, Austrian Blvd., Alan Blvd., and Strasse Blvd. Ms. 
Harrison had advised that South County Stormwater MSBU funds were utilized to 
pay for the culvert replacements. They advised that the work on Swiss Blvd. was 
in process and that work on Alfred Blvd. and Gewant Blvd. would follow. They 
advised that County road and bridge funds were utilized for the project for which 
the Committee expressed its gratitude. 
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• Each of  the Committee members then provided for review maps of their assigned 
areas reflecting the need for repair of ditches and culverts. Ms. Cudzillo, Mr. 
Szuba and Mr. Schaffer expressed the need for cleaning of ditches as well as 
replacement of missing or collapsed drains/culverts. Mr. Faris concurred and 
voiced the proposition that the Committee explore the possibility of hiring our 
own contractor to clean the ditches in the Ranchettes. 

 
• Mr. Morris then advised that although he had initially agreed with Mr. Faris and 

others that until the drainage in the Ranchettes had been addressed and repaired it 
was fruitless to address road repair, he felt it imperative that road access issues be 
addressed where access was a problem. Mr. Morris requested that the Committee 
members come to the next meeting with proposals regarding roads as well as 
drainage for purposes of the 2008 fiscal year work plan. 

 
Public Comments: 
 

• In attendance at the meeting was Mrs. Faris. There were no public comments. 
 
Member Comments:  
 

• None. 
 
Selection of the Next Meeting Date: 
 
 The next meeting will be held on September 13, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. at the office of Mr. 
Morris, 204 E. McKenzie Street, Suite F, Punta Gorda, Florida 33950. 
 
Mr. Szuba moved to adjourn, Ms. Cudzillo seconded and the memebers unanimously agreed and 
the meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Robert J. Schaffer 
 
 
 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
               Nigel Morris, Chairman 


