
 
MEETING MINUTES 

MANASOTA KEY STREET & DRAINAGE MSTU ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
July 29, 2015 – Regular Meeting 

9:00 A.M. – Murdock Administration Building B-106 
 
 

Attendees: Tommy Brock, Joan Dunham-Card, Kim Frahn, B.J. Galberaith, and Lorraine Johannessen 
             William Wing  
 
County: Mike Dallenbach, Joanne Vernon, Dawn Harrison, Jason Ouimet, and Tara           
                       Musselman 
  
Guests: Sign-in sheet attached 
  
• The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. A roll call was taken that determined a quorum was present 

and membership status was reviewed. 
• Changes to the Agenda: Ms. Dunham-Card motioned to change the agenda to read 

discussion/workshop and the agenda order was rearranged; Ms. Johannessen seconded and the motion 
passed unanimously. 

• The Committee viewed a previously recorded presentation by the County Attorney on Sunshine Law and 
Roberts Rules of Order. 

• Discussion/Workshop: The purpose of the workshop was to discuss items to be included on the mailer. 
Mr. Brock discussed details of the project. Ms. Johannessen would like the mailer to remain simple and 
reminded the Committee that the plan is on hold until the survey results are gathered. Ms. Musselman 
suggested while waiting for the results of the survey the Committee has the option to re-stripe the road to 
include two nine foot travel lanes and a four foot bike lane on both sides of the road. The cost would be 
approximately $25,000.00 to $30,000.00 dollars. Time frame and costs were discussed for the mailer. 
Discussion continued regarding the details of re-striping the road. Ms. Dunham-Card would like an 
example of a survey. Mr. Ouimet discussed speed limit perimeters of a nine foot road. Jason Green, 
Weiler Engineering, discussed landscape buffers and placement of the sidewalks. The Committee 
decided the survey mailer would list the following options: Are you in favor of sidewalks, lighting, and 
landscaping on the West Side of Gulf Blvd. Options for selection could be one of the choices, two of the 
choices or all three choices or they could choose to do nothing on the list.  The re-striping will be listed on 
the mailer but if the Committee votes to do the re-striping at the next meeting it will not be included on the 
mailer. The impervious sidewalk option was discussed by the Committee. Ms. Harrison will send a draft of 
the mailer and letter to the Committee before the next regular meeting.  

• The meeting notes from April 8, 2015 were unanimously approved as written.  
• Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman: Ms. Johannessen nominated Mr. Wing for Chairman. Mr. Wing 

nominated Ms. Johannessen for Vice Chairman.  Both parties accepted the nomination.   
Citizen Input on Agenda Items Only (3 Minute Limit) 
• Ms. Katz questioned the survey card and wanted an explanation of the lighting. Ms. Vernon stated a link 

could be added to the survey to explain all the project details. Project details and light shielding were 
discussed.  

• Ms. Ouellette discussed her preference for mailing options and wanted to know why the MSTU was 
named Manasota Key instead of Manasota Key/ Sandpiper Key MSTU. Re-striping and cost estimation 
on the project was discussed. Ms. Musselman stated in the next three she will have a better cost estimate 
as bids will be received for decorative lighting and sidewalks in other areas of the county. 

• Ms. Avery questioned re-striping and the timing of the mailer.  
• Mr. Jackson stated striping after the last paving job was incorrectly applied and would like the correction 

to be fixed without needing a vote. Mr. Jackson advised to word the survey very carefully. 
• Ms. Silva would like the residents to be included in the planning process and would like to work as one 

unit and not divided into the commercial section and Gulf Blvd section. Drainage problems were 
discussed. Ms. Silva stated options need to be added to the survey and would like to have the option to 
place the lights on the left side of the roadway. Ms. Musselman advised lighting on the left side of the 
roadway was not included in the original plan and would need a separate design.  



 
• Mr. Frahn believes re-striping the road is a good idea and in his opinion might alleviate the need for 

sidewalks.  
 
Unfinished Business: 
• Sidewalks- Ms. Musselman stated the 60% percent plans are still in place. Mr. Green, Weiler 

Engineering, stated the lights will be placed approximately every 75 feet per County Lighting 
Specifications. Shielding on the west side, turtle friendly lights, and wiring of the lights was discussed.  
Mr. Brock would like input from the citizens regarding turtle friendly lighting and questioned if solar lighting 
would be feasible. Mr. Green stated costs would be a factor for the solar or LED option. Ms. Galberaith 
would like Mr. Green to check on pricing for LED lighting. Funding was discussed.  

• Commercial Plans- Mr. Green provided the 60% percent commercial plans for Committee review and 
discussion. Elimination of the berm, on street parking, expansion of the parking area, landscaping within 
the parking lot, parallel parking, costs and safety were discussed.  Mr. Green advised the estimated costs 
right now with a 20% percent contingency is $474,000.00 dollars. Mr. Brock motioned to table the plans 
with seconded by Ms. Galberaith. Ms. Galberaith withdrew her second.  Ms. Johannessen motioned to 
take the plan to 90% percent to incorporate the recommendations made today for landscaping and wait 
for the results of the survey before proceeding. Ms. Galberaith seconded; 4 to 1 vote with Mr. Brock being 
the dissenting vote.  Ms. Galberaith left the meeting at 12:02 p.m. and Mr. Frahn became a voting 
member.  

• Public Mailing- Ms. Musselman stated the public mailer will be for Gulf Blvd and the mailer will include the 
previously discussed items and will be sent to the Committee for review.  

• Flashing Speed sign – Mr. Ouimet stated the options for the flashing speed sign is a 9 inch, 12 inch, and 
15 inch display. The County recommends a 12 inch display with numbers at the cost of $4,500.00 dollars. 
A $7,000.00 dollar sign was discussed along with warranties and operational details. Mr. Brock motioned 
to purchase the two $4,500.00 dollar flashing speed signs and wants the placement of the signs at the 
entrance on the right side of the bridge in the 35 MPH zone and the entrance of the White Elephant 
restaurant on the Gulf side. Motion passed unanimously. Mr. Brock questioned if the speed signs are 
turtle friendly. Mr. Ouimet will review locations before placement. 

• New Business: 
• Financials- Ms. Harrison distributed the nine month activity for Committee review and discussion. Ms. 

Harrison will investigate the $2.60 charge under maintenance Pine Hills on the activity report.  
• Citizens input for MSBU related items- 
• Ms. Silva requested the MSTU to purchase signs to state: No Parking on ROW. Ms. Silva stated Meredith 

Drive and Meredith Lane are problem areas for illegal parking.   
• Ms. Ouellette reviewed the items to be included in the mailer. 
• Mr. Jackson said no parking signs are being removed. Thinks 25 mph signs should be utilized by adding 

an additional signage on both sides. Mr. Jackson would like the MSBU Committee to look into the matter. 
Ms. Harrison will find out the weight limit of the signs and report back to the Committee.  

• Ms. Katz discussed the details of the flashing lights and the effects on the turtles.  
• Ms. Yeomans asked when the public can review the parking and light plan. Ms. Musselman will email the 

plans to Ms. Yeomans.  
Advisory Committee members open discussion: 
• Mr. Frahn believes the letter presented today to be included in the mailer is biased toward sidewalks.  
• Mr. Wing stated no property lines will be changing and the vegetation in the ROW needs to be removed.  
• Mr. Brock stated the ROW is not currently being maintained by the County. Mr. Brock believes restriping 

is the first step and then getting a good lighting system in place.  
• Ms. Dunham-Card has an issue with the commercial sidewalks due to parking.  
• Mr. Wing will contact Ed Hill at Englewood Chamber of Commerce to hold a meeting on the impervious 

sidewalks. 
The next regular scheduled meeting will be Thursday, August 27, 2015 at 9:30am the Tringali Center.  The 
meeting was adjourned at 1.00 pm. 

 
Submitted by: 
 
Kelly Louttit  
Public Works Department 


