
MEETING MINUTES 
PLACIDA AREA STREET & DRAINAGE UNIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

February 4. 2015 – Regular Meeting 
2:30 p.m. – San Casa Conference Room 

 
Attendees: Arthur Hanson Jr., Marvin Medintz, Carlo de Rosa, Scott Roberts, and William Smith 
 
Absent: Bill Dahms (excused) 
  
County: John Elias, Mike Dallenbach, Judith Nothdurft, Tara Musselman, Venkat Vattikuti and Karly 
Greene 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. with a roll call that determined a quorum was present. 
Membership terms were reviewed.  
 
The minutes from November 5, 2014 were unanimously approved as written. 

 
Citizen Input on Agenda Items Only (3 Minute Limit): 
• Ms. Schreibman, 215 Capstan, noted she would like to speak to an item not included on the Agenda. Ms. 

Nothdurft explained the Citizen Input process. 
• Mr. Schreibman, 215 Capstan, proposed an improvement to a dead end road, Cape Haze Drive, indicated 

there is growth on the inter-coastal waterway, noted the area is inaccessible due to the overgrowth, 
requested that a path be cut through for kayak launching, stated positive reaction has been received to the 
proposed improvement, suggested purchase of the property from the County, mentioned his initial belief 
that there are only mangroves at the location but was corrected upon review of the area that seagrapes 
were also present, stated there is a pump in the general area, and expressed his preference for the least 
amount of impact to the area. Mr. Roberts questioned the proposed path width. Mr. Schreibman suggested 
10 feet, noted erosion due to tidal changes, and asked that a study be done into the area for providing 
access to the waterway. Ms. Nothdurft questioned if the ownership of the property was verified. Mr. 
Schreibman responded that the Land Information Office indicates the property is owned by the County. Mr. 
Hanson spoke to County property versus developer ownership. Mr. Dallenbach affirmed the location in 
question via a map. Mr. Schreibman spoke to County responsibility for maintenance of the road. Mr. 
Roberts questioned how the ownership of the property is verified. Mr. Vattikuti indicated only the portion of 
County property was paved and noted only roadways up to County standards are accepted for 
maintenance. Ms. Musselman provided additional detailed related to the acceptance of the roadway. Mr. 
Medintz questioned the records related to County acceptance of the area. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed that the 
County Attorney’s Office would be contacted regarding the matter. Mr. Roberts suggested contacting Cape 
Cave Corporation regarding the piece of property. Ms. Nothdurft indicated further research is needed. Mr. 
Schreibman affirmed he would contact Cape Cave Corporation regarding the issue. Mr. Vattikuti indicated 
the questioned pump is for fire prevention purposes. Discussion continued. The issue will be further 
reviewed at the next meeting.  

• Mr. Michelson, President of Bel-Air Association and a member of the Windward Board, noted support for 
work being done on hammerheads, expressed concern for emergency vehicle access, and mentioned 
support for sidewalks construction on Cape Haze Drive.  

• Mr. Hurley expressed support for improvement to the hammerhead with curbing on Arlington.  
• Mr. Lietz, 254 Arlington, also expressed support for improvement to the hammerhead, suggested paving 

the area with a radius. Mr. Roberts questioned if a cul de sac was able to be constructed. Mr. Vattikuti 
affirmed there was not enough room for a cul de sac to be installed.  
 

Elect Chair & Vice Chair: 
• Mr. Roberts nominated Mr. Hanson as Chair, there were no other nominations, and Mr. Hanson accepted 

the position. Mr. Smith nominated Mr. Roberts as Vice Chair, there were no other nominations, and Mr. 
Roberts accepted the position.  

   
Unfinished Business: 
• Placida Road Project – CCU Reclaim Water Line – Mr. Hanson noted questioned received related to the 

placement of the sidewalk along Placida Road. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed the sidewalk will be constructed on 
the east side of the road. Mr. Roberts questioned the timeframe for the sidewalk installation and questioned 
who can be questioned regarding the timeframe. Mr. Vattikuti indicated the delay is due to the CCU reclaim 
water line, stated an update was requested and not received, and affirmed he or Gary Grossman could be 
contacted to discuss the project. Mr. Medintz commented on concerns regarding the placement of the 



sidewalk. Mr. Dallenbach noted the Project Status Updates are available via the County website. Mr. 
Vattikuti read the summary of the Project Status Update for project into the record.  

 
• Cape Haze Dr. Sidewalk Project – Ms. Musselman indicated approval was received to begin negotiations 

for scope and fee, noted 100% plans should be received and ready to go out to bid in August 2015, 
explained the project area, affirmed the sidewalk would be 8 feet wide, and stated plans would be 
forwarded to the Committee once received. Mr. Smith questioned the sidewalk location. Ms. Musselman 
stated County recommendation would be on the east side of the roadway. There was discussion of the 
sidewalk aesthetics. Mr. Smith questioned the construction completion timeframe. Ms. Musselman stated 
approximately 3 months.  

 
• Boulders in ROW – Cape Haze Sub Div. – Mr. Hanson noted his review of the area, stated he found a 

boulder that may influence traffic, and affirmed he spoke with the Citizen regarding the issue and was 
assured it would be taken care of. This item will be discussed at the next meeting. Mr. Hanson will ask if 
there are any other locations where there are boulders.  

 
• Arlington Hammerhead – Mr. Vattikuti stated no parking signs would be installed and the width… Mr. 

Hanson questioned if permission or an easement would be needed from the citizens. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed 
because there is not enough room and stated citizens would be asked because there is not enough room. 
Discussion ensued related to the need for a hammerhead and reasons for requesting pavement and 
curbing. Mr. de Rosa questioned how much of the area was owned by the County. Mr. Vattikuti stated the 
size would need to be reviewed. Discussion continued. Mr. Smith recommended having the County 
conduct a formal study for the hammerheads to research the type of easements required for the area, 
seconded by Mr. Roberts.  Mr. Smith questioned the timeframe for the information. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed it 
could be discussed at the next meeting to provide additional detail. The motion was passed unanimously.  

 
• Project for FY 2016 & FY 2017 – Ms. Musselman affirmed the Cape Haze Sidewalks should be included in 

the CIP for 2016. Mr. Smith questioned if there were additional obstacles to be faced regarding the project. 
Ms. Musselman stated there were none. Mr. Hanson questioned if the Committee has heard of any 
projects from the community.  

 
New Business: 
• Mangroves at end of Cape Haze Dr. - Mr. Hanson stated the County will research ownership regarding the 

end of Cape Haze Drive and an update will be provided at the next meeting. Mr. Schreibman affirmed he 
would contact Cape Cave Corporation. Mr. Elias noted there may be several issues including parking, 
lights, and handicapped accessible trails. Ownership will be reviewed and discussed further.  
 

• Mr. Smith questioned if there were any recommended sidewalks for the area. Ms. Musselman stated there 
were no other sidewalks recommended in the area other than Placida and Cape Haze. Mr. Vattikuti 
indicated the width of the Placida Road sidewalks were 10 feet wide unless there were constraints to 8 
feet.  
 

• Financial History / 12 Month Actual FY 2013/14 – The report was provided to the Committee for review.  
 

• Activity Report (10/1/14 – 1-31-15) – The report was provided to the Committee for review. Mr. Medintz 
questioned Ester Street charges and noted his confusion related to MSBU mowing. Ms. Nothdurft noted 
the charge was related to flail mowing.  

 



• Draft FY 2016 & FY 2017 Budgets – Ms. Nothdurft stated the sidewalk was budgeted for $125,000.00 in 
FY 2016. Mr. Roberts questioned the flexibility of the budget. Ms. Nothdurft stated there was a little room 
for changes and mentioned finalization was in process. Mr. Smith noted the hammerhead project may be 
required to be input into the budget. Mr. Vattikuti will provide the information the next meeting. Ms. 
Musselman suggested creating a line item for the hammerhead project and input $150,000.00. The 
Committee agreed.  
 

Open discussion: 
•  Mr. Roberts noted his surprise at how well MSBUs function and the little information that the community 

realizes, stated all County staff he has approached have always been helpful.  
• Mr. Medintz stated the individuals that represent the MSBU are unique and honest.  

 
Citizen Input on MSBU Related Items (3 Minute Limit)- 
• Ms. Schreibman commented on Safety in the Cape Haze Subdivision, noted the issue is surrounding 

speed limit, the current speed limit is 30 miles per hour, expressed her belief that the speed is too high, 
there are no sidewalks, citizens walk on the street because there are no sidewalks, it’s not suggested to 
install sidewalks, requesting the speed limit to be lowered and posted, it was mentioned there are 2 speed 
limit signs within the Subdivision (at North Green Dolphin and Placida Road and once travel over the 
bridge), and recommended additional signs be installed. Mr. de Rosa stated 25 miles per hour was 
attempted in the past and mentioned the matter was voted down in the past. Mr. Roberts questioned how 
many signs were being requested. Ms. Schreibman suggested 3-5. Mr. Hanson noted there is only one 
entrance has a sign, suggested 3 new signs (southern drive, northern drive, and as close to Placida Road). 
Ms. Schreibman suggested a sign be installed on Spaniards. Ms. Vattikuti noted the 3 entrances, stated all 
would have signs unless posted different. Mr. Roberts stated the problem should be addressed. Mr. 
Medintz commented on past work to lower the speed limit, noted the subdivision does not include any 
through routes, and stated the issue is becoming a safety hazard. Ms. Schreibman asked the process to 
get 25 mph. Mr. Vattikuti commented that a study has occurred for the roadway. Mr. Roberts questioned if 
signs could be installed to caution against heavy pedestrian traffic. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed all cross roads 
would have signs installed. Mr. Hanson said speed limit signs should be installed at all the entrances. Mr. 
Medintz questioned if the speed sign that flashes speeds be put in the neighborhood. Mr. Dallenbach noted 
the West County Sheriff’s Department has one and moves it around the area. Mr. Vattikuti indicated the 
sign records data for certain duration of time. Mr. Hanson asked timeframe for the two signs. Mr. Vattikuti 
indicated a maximum of 2 weeks. Mr. Roberts questioned how long it would take to get the heavy 
pedestrian traffic signs. Discussion continued related to sign pollution. The Committee agreed to begin with 
the speed limit signs. Mr. Lietz asked of the evidence that was denied the speed limit reduction. Mr. 
Vattikuti provided detail related to setting speed limits. Discussion related to enforcement measures and 
information needed to reduce the speed limit to 25 miles per hour. Mr. Vattikuti stated all roads needed to 
be 18 feet or less and indicated the subdivision has larger roadways. Mr. Roberts questioned if the Sheriff’s 
Department has been notified for increased coverage of the area. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed once the 30 mph 
signs were installed, a review would be made to install caution pedestrian traffic. Mr. Medintz asked if the 
Ordinance required the BCC approve a reduction of the speed limit. Mr. Vattikuti affirmed a reduction or 
increase has to be approved by the BCC and to provide information related to past roadways reduced to 25 
miles per hour. Ms. Schreibman spoke to past minutes regarding speed limit reduction and the necessary 
51% required to bring to the BCC. Mr. Medintz asked if the home owner’s boards would count on behalf of 
citizens. Mr. Vattikuti stated citizen’s signatures are required.  
 

 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 6, 2015 at 2:30 in the room B 106.  



Ms. Nothdurft noted the County Engineer was not available to speak to stormwater issues and asked if the 
Engineer be invited to the next meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
Submitted by: 
 
Karly Greene 
Public Works Department 

louttitk
Pencil




