
MEETING MINUTES 
ROTONDA WEST STREET & DRAINAGE UNIT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

June 19, 2012 
10:00 a.m. at Rotonda West Association 

 
Attendees: Olga Durham, Susan Killion, John Peszko, Stanley Plizga, Scott Schermerhorn, Peter Watson 
 
County: Karen Bliss, Barry DeMello, Tara Musselman, Judith Nothdurft, Sandy Wright,  
 
Meeting was called to order at 10:03 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The minutes from December 13, 2011 were unanimously approved as written. The minutes from 

April 19, 2012 were unanimously approved after a correction on page 2 to the second sentence 
under the Sidewalk section; replace BCC with Rotonda West Association Board of Directors and 
the date in the header on page 3. 

 
Old Business:  
 

• Parade Circle Multi-Use Path – Ms. Musselman provided a status report stating that the project was 
clear to begin the 120-day project on June 18, 2012. The contractor is waiting for barricades and the 
work should start June 20, 2012, with the installation of silk fence and signs.   
 

• Rotonda Entry Features/Signs – MSBU funds cannot be used for signage on SR771 but must be used 
only for projects located within the MSBU. The final sign design scope should be completed this 
afternoon per Ms. Musselman and the purchase order should be issued to Johnson Engineering by the 
end of the week. Committee members want to meet with the Community and the Beautification 
Committee for input. Ms. Musselman will set up a meeting between Johnson Engineering and the 
Committee after the survey is complete. 
 

• Electric to Bridges – The request went to the Purchasing Department on May 7, 2012. Request for 
Letters of Intent (RLI) will go out to prospective contractors by the end of this week. It will take 2-3 
weeks for RLI’s to return. It will take Ms. Musselman 1-2 days to review the letters. It will take  
approximately two months to get approval from the Board of County Commissioners. The project will be 
posted on the Purchasing web site for public review. 
 

• Sidewalks/Bike Path – Mr. Elias met with the consultant last week and the project was placed on hold 
to verify their design with Mr. Vattikuti’s design. The sidewalks were changed to five feet. There was 
discussion with citizen input regarding the sidewalk/bike paths. A resident objected to the sidewalk 
program and was informed that the Rotonda West Association by-laws state that the Community can 
perform work in the easement area. There was discussion regarding community notification of 
upcoming projects. Ms. Killion stated that the Committee communicates with meeting notices placed in 
the West Ways Community paper that goes to all residents.  They are also posted on the County’s web 
site. Mr. Peszko stated that Community participation remains an issue. A mailing to all residents would 
be cost prohibitive. 
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It was suggested that a notice of meetings regarding a major project could be sent to the property 
owners directly impacted by the project.  Ms. Nothdurft will research the feasibility of that type of 
mailing. This project has been discussed for a long time. Sidewalks were in the 5-year plan. Mr. 
DeMello stated that no private property will be taken for this project. There was discussion about the 
project appearing in the budget when it is being funded by Gas Tax money. The project was under way 
when the Committee found out it was to be funded by Gas Tax dollars and not MSBU funds. The 
project cannot be changed in the middle of the year and the Committee is required to cancel the project 
before the funding can be moved to another project. The funds remain there whether they are used or 
not. Ms. Killion made a motion to move the funds to another project in the budget. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Schermerhorn and passed unanimously.  
 

• Grass Carp – Ms. Nothdurft reported that a Street & Drainage Committee cannot fund waterway 
improvements and suggested that the Committee approach the Rotonda West Association for funding. 
She will supply contact information to help the Committee connect with the proper people. The Rotonda 
West waterways drain into the Stormwater Utility and the Rotonda system affects drainage on the 
whole system. Water feeds into the Rotonda River which falls under Stormwater Utility. Ms. Nothdurft 
reviewed the Ordinance and explained this Committee doesn’t have funding available to address 
waterways. Ms. Nothdurft was asked to present the Ordinance for review again. There was discussion 
about changes to ordinances and when they occur. Ms. Musselman explained that the changes are 
recorded on the Muni-code version of the ordinance. Each change and the date it is made is 
documented there.  
 

• Concrete Curbing – Mr. DeMello stated that all slot drains have been dug and cleaned out. After the 
next rain, they will be reviewed to see if additional work is required. There is still a problem on 
Boundary and Rotonda Boulevard West and on Rotonda Circle and Rotonda Boulevard East with 
standing water after a minimal rain. Mr. DeMello will check the areas. He stated that the curbs were 
installed and Public Works had to install the slots to allow the water to drain. All future curbing should 
take drainage into consideration.   

New Business: 
 

• Street Light Estimate – Ms. Musselman reported that she will need answers to the following questions 
in order to provide an accurate quote. 
 

1. Does the Committee want a light on each pole? 
2. What streets are the lights to be installed on? 
3. What side of the street does the Committee want the lights installed? 
4. FPL will have to install the lights on the poles that are already up. 
5. Decorative lighting for the bridges? 
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She stated that lights are normally installed on every other pole. The project will have to go out for 
design. She stated that the RLI for the electric to be run to the bridges and the lighting can be combined 
into one project which will eliminate two projects having to go through the design process. This would 
require changing a small amount of verbiage. If the Committee wants decorative lighting different from 
the County’s standard decorative lights, the MSBU will have to maintain them. If the Committee 
chooses the County’s standard decorative lights; the County will maintain them.  Ms. Durham made a 
motion to change the Electric to the Bridge project to include the County’s standard decorative lighting 
at the five bridges. Mr. Schermerhorn seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Ms. 
Musselman will modify the RLI.  

 
• There is a light on Cape Haze Drive that stays on all night. Mr. Peszko asked that it be reported to the 

Rotonda West Association. 
 

• Raised Pavement Markers – A citizen has collected 8 reflective road markers that were loose. It will 
cost approximately $100 to repair/replace the 8 that are missing. Mr. Schermerhorn made a motion to 
repair/replace the markers.  Ms. Killion seconded the motion and it passed unanimously with a 
comment from Mr. Watson stating that there are several blue fire hydrant markers that are missing. Ms. 
Nothdurft will see if they should be reported to CCU. 
    

• Proposed Concrete Curbing – There are approximately 95-97 locations to be reviewed. Budgeted funds 
from sidewalk funding that is being paid for by the Gas Tax can be put towards the design. The 
Committee doesn’t like the look of the crushed black top that is being used to fill in the curbing. Ms. 
Musselman recalled that two meetings ago there was discussion about holding off on the curbing until 
the sidewalk project is complete. Curbing may need to be removed when the sidewalks are installed. All 
sidewalks will have to meet ADA requirements. A motion was made by Ms. Killion to include this project 
in the 2013/2014 budget. Mr. Schermerhorn seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
 

• Activity Report – The report was distributed for review and discussion.   
 
Citizen Input: 
 

• Mr. Plizka asked how to translate between the Johnson Engineering Study and the contract. There is 
no way to view the status of the project. Ms. Bliss provided the status and said that the Finance 
Department can’t break down the project by task, she will provide updates. 
 

• Ms. Bliss encouraged the Committee and citizens to use the Rotonda Drainage Study Form that is 
available on the web site to identify areas in need. The completed form can be emailed to 
Rotondadrainagestudy@CharlotteFL.com. 
 

• There is a dip in the road at 1140 Rotonda Circle. Mr. DeMello will check. 
 
The next meeting will be coordinated with Ms. Musselman after she receives the required information.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:58 a.m. 


