
SOUTH GULF COVE BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
June 27, 2012 

9:30 a.m. Murdock Admin Building Room B106 
 

Attendees: Bob Dratch, Barbara Hundley, Kendall Leach, Carol McGuire, and Karen Price 
 
County: Alan Holbach, Judith Nothdurft, Gregg O’Connor, Roger Warner, Sandy Wright 
 
Guests: Sandy Slater, Barb Holmes, Tony Ermirio,   
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 a.m. 
 
Minutes: The May 15, 2012 meeting minutes were approved unanimously with the following 

changes: 
1. Change Barbara Hundley’s absence to excused 
2. Page 1, bullet 2, line 3, change $19,000 to $19,436 
3. Page 1, bullet 2, change sentence 5 to Charlotte County Utilities (CCU) was 

contacted by the South Gulf Cove Advisory Committee regarding the bill. 
4. Page 2, bullet 4, change sentence 3 to The “Park Closed” signs are still up at the 

St. Paul Linear Park. 
5. Page 2, bullet 7, change sentence 2 to, “The Committee doesn’t agree with the 

explanation and doesn’t understand why it takes 10 hours in one day to inspect a 
sidewalk.”  
 

Ms. Price read a resignation letter from Alice Minich and stated the Committee would need to 
nominate a new Vice Chairperson. Ms. Hundley nominated Ms. McGuire to serve as Vice Chair. Ms. 
McGuire accepted the nomination. All members were in favor. 
 
Unfinished Business: 

• San Domingo Park Bid – Mr. Warner stated that the areas along the seawall have been cut, 
the FPL transformer has been installed, and the shell base used for the sub base is being 
delivered and installed. The project is scheduled for a completion date of September 11, 2012 
and is currently on schedule.  The sidewalk along the seawall is being poured in two stages 
with expansion material installed between pours. Mr. Warner noticed that the low pressure 
water line for the rest rooms had been removed from the contract so he put through a change 
order to add it back into the contract. There was discussion regarding the installation of plants 
after the project is complete. The plants will be under warranty for one year. Mr. Warner will 
research who will be responsible for mowing. There was discussion regarding using pre-
fabricated restrooms. There are several companies with models that are less expensive. Ms. 
Price will distribute the information that she has received on these pre-fab units to the 
Committee. 

 
• Medina Park – Mr. Warner reported the project is being managed by the Facilities Department. 

He reviewed the plan from the Yacht Club proposal and stated it matches the master park 
plan. The project will have to be designed as an entire master plan to be developed in phases.  
The cost will be much higher than the original estimate due to the Yacht Club’s requests. The 
CIP funds will have to be moved to design. There were errors in the phasing due to code 
requirements. There was discussion regarding the funding for this project. The Committee 
scheduled a workshop meeting at 9:30 a.m. on August 16, 2012, at the HOA Pavilion to 
discuss and decide on the scope of the project. 
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• St. Paul Linear Park – Ms. Nothdurft presented a status update from the Project Manager. 

There will be an inspector sent out to verify that the leveling of the trench along the shoreline is 
complete. The project will not be closed and final payment will not be made until the trench is 
done. There was discussion regarding the damage to the irrigation system caused by the 
contractor. It was estimated that the repairs will cost $4600 to restore the system. Members of 
the committee believe the Project Manager should have known it was there. The contract 
states the contractor is to investigate utilities and other items before starting to dig. Mr. Leach 
made a motion for Coral Sands to be responsible for $4000 towards the repair of the irrigation 
system at the St. Paul Linear Park. Ms. Hundley seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 
Mr. Holbach explained that the motion will be given to the Project Manager to contact the 
contractor to request payment. If the contractor refuses, the issue will be forwarded to the 
County Attorney’s office.  
 

• Landscape Bid/Brush Cutting – Ms. Musselman requested that the contractor complete the 
clean ups. Ms. McGuire addressed the boat launch at the south end of Linear Park.  The 
launch is in section 94 and outside of the park boundaries. The HOA should address it with a 
private individual.  
 

• Plant Replacement – Mr. O’Connor, Mr. Leach and the contractor toured St. Paul Linear Park 
to inspect the dead plants. Replacement plants will require a purchase order. The original 
contract was for $90,000 which means that 5% or $4500 can be written as a change order. Ms. 
Nothdurft will verify with Fiscal Services that funds from the San Domingo Park project can be 
used to replace the plants. The San Domingo Park will be turned over to the budget for 
maintenance effective October 1, 2012. The cost for plant replacement is estimated at $1942. 
A list of plant recommendations was reviewed. Some of the plant recommendations have been 
previously used and did not survive. Mr. Leach made a motion to install three live oak trees for 
under $2000 to replace the recommended Coconut, Tabebuia, and Orange Geiger. The 
motion died due to no second. Mr. O’Connor said that a detailed plan needs to be drafted with 
sustainability in mind. The plan should show the location and types of plants to be used. The 
plants should be placed in areas where there is a water source. Mr. O’Connor will work with 
Ms. McGuire to develop a plan to be presented to the Committee for approval at the August 
16, 2012 Medina Park Workshop meeting.  
 

• Entrance Signs – Mr. Leach reported that Dalenberg Enterprises is doing a great job and the 
signs look good.  Pressure washing the signs is not an option due to paint damage so the  
signs will be kept clean by brushing them to start. The Committee may need to discuss 
installing a faucet in the future.  
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• The bougainvillea that is being held up by a trellis needs to be addressed. The trellis is coming 
apart.  
 

• The lights are complete and have been sprayed to prevent corrosion. Mr. O’Connor will follow 
up to see if the lights have been inspected.     

• Median Mowing – Mr. Anderson cleaned up the median since there was a lot of wiring and 
debris left behind that was causing damage to his equipment. He is a sub-contractor working 
under Dalenberg Enterprises. Mr. Holbach stated that a request will be made for 
reimbursement from the contractor regarding the Street & Drainage right-of-way mowing. 
 

• The Committee agreed to discuss the maintenance of parks that are not being used at a later 
date.  
 

• Mr. O’Connor suggested that the Committee consider all facets of the San Domingo Phase I 
development and Medina Park, such as trash cans, restrooms, and walkways. 
 

• Ms. McGuire suggested the Committee consider bike racks for the parks in next year’s budget. 
People are using the parks and the racks would be helpful to them. Mr. Holbach will get pricing 
and the cost depends on how decorative they are. The HOA also has information on bike 
racks.  
 

• Learning Garden – Mr. O’Connor received information regarding the irrigation system that he 
distributed to Dalenberg Enterprises.  They have a key to the shed and have agreed to change 
their maintenance weeks to the second and fourth weeks of the month instead of the first and 
third weeks. 
 

• Park Property Exchange –Ms. Hundley was previously assigned to this task. There will be a 
cost of $1000 per exchange. Ms. Price asked if the Committee wants to pursue the property 
exchange. The County has staff that will speak to the individual property owners to see if they 
are interested in a land swap. There is one parcel at McAllister Park and three parcels at 
Fruitport Park. Ms. McGuire made a motion for Ms. Hundley to continue pursuing the property 
exchange. Ms. Price seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
 

New Business: 
• Ms. Price met with Mr. Halfhill and the Chair from the Street & Drainage MSBU, Mr. Ermirio. To 

discuss median mowing and the responsibilities of the Beautification MSBU and the Street & 
Drainage MSBU. The Beautification MSBU can only maintain what it beautifies. Guidelines 
need to be established for both MSBU’s. Mr. Halfhill will review the scope of both contracts and 
ordinances.  He suggested the two Committee’s meet during the year to keep each other 
current. Public perception was discussed.  
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• Activity Report – Reports were distributed for review & discussion. There was a motion made 
by Ms. Hundley to place a 10% cap on certain County services. The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Leach and passed unanimously.   
 

• The Cove Connector trees that are now being planted are replacements. 
 

• There was discussion regarding the August 16th meeting and how soon plant replacement at 
the Linear Park could begin.  Mr. O’Connor stated this will require a Purchase order.  
  

• Financial Reports – Ms. Nothdurft distributed the report for the Committee to review. The 
balance is non-committed funds. The date on the report is incorrect. 
 

Citizen Input: 
 

• Mr. Ermirio requested that when the Committee considers parks, they should look at the whole 
area and not just Section 93. They should consider parks further down in South Gulf Cove.  

 
• Ms. Slater reported that the Purchasing Department has a cut off at the end of each fiscal year. 

Mr. Holbach stated the date has not yet been announced.  Ms. Slater has touch-up paint for 
the signs, a manual on the irrigation system, spare tile, and the original plans for the Linear 
Park before they were modified by Mr. Milligan.  
 

• Ms. Holmes suggested trees from the Cove Connector program be donated to the MSBU to 
eliminate the Committee having to purchase them.  
 

• Mr. Leach said he has heard only good positive things about the appearance of the area. 
Citizens seem to be very pleased. Mr. Leach stated that the West County mowing under 
Dalenberg Enterprises does a pickup before they mow, and it looks very nice. 
 

• Mr. Dratch said that the Sheriff’s department spoke at the HOA meeting. If the Committee 
would like for prisoners to clean up 771 they can coordinate it through the Keep Charlotte 
Beautiful Department.  

 
• Ms. Slater reported that there are no members from South Gulf Cove on the West County 

Stormwater Utility Advisory Committee. Ms. Slater and Ms. Ireland will stay up to date with that 
Committee.  

  
The next regular meeting will be scheduled at August 16, 2012 workshop meeting.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 

 


