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March 2, 2012 

Charlotte County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
P.O. Box 511687 
Punta Gorda, Florida 33951-1687 

Dear Ms. Scott: 

DEAN CANNON 
Speaker of the 

House of Representatives 

Enclosed is the original and fifteen (15) copies of the Public Counsel's Unopposed 
Petition to Intervene. Service is being made electronically pursuant to the attached Certificate of 
Service and via US mail. The County attorney's office has agreed to take electronic service of 
this filing and submit to your office with the understanding that a paper copy will follow via the 
US mail. 

Thank you for your attention. If there are any questions or errors in this approach, please 
advise. 

Sincerely, 

Charles J. Rehwinkel 

cc: MartinS. Friedman, Esquire 
Martha Young Burton, Esquire 



BEFORE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
CHARLOTTE COUNTY, FLORIDA 

In re: Application of 
UTILITIES, INC. OF SANDALHA VEN 
for an increase in wastewater rates 
and charges 

Docket No. 2011-001-S 

UNOPPOSED PETITION TO INTERVENE 

Pursuant to Sections 350.0611 and 367.171 (8), Florida Statutes, the Office of Public 

Counsel (OPC), petitions the Hearing Officer to enter an order granting it intervention on behalf 

of the customers of Utilities Inc. of Sandalhaven (Sandalhaven) in this proceeding. In support, 

the OPC states as follows: 

As a corollary to its historical status of statutory representative of customers of certain 

investor owned utilities in matters before the Florida Public Service Commission (PSC), the OPC 

is also designated by the Florida Legislature as the customers' legal representative in utility 

ratemaking matters before County Commissions in Counties excluded fi:om PSC regulation 

pursuant to Section 367.171(8), Florida Statutes. Charlotte County (County) now regulates 

Sandalhaven pursuant to this statute. 

Sandalhaven has requested a significant rate increase for its Sandalhaven territory in 

Charlotte County. The OPC was the customer representative in Sandalhaven's 2006 rate case 

(Docket No. 060285-SU) before the PSC. The OPC intervened and participated in that case. 

Since the statute authorizing OPC's intervention of right in PSC cases also authorizes 

OPC intervention in proceedings conducted by non-jurisdictional Counties, it could be contended 

that the OPC's intervention is authorized as a matter of right. However the OPC committed to 



the Hearing Officer assigned to this case that it would file a Petition to Intervene indicating its 

capabilities for party status separate and apart from those of the County Staff. 

As the statutory agency designated to provide customer representation in utility 

ratemaking cases for the past 3 7 years, the OPC possesses the expertise generally, and with 

Sandalhaven, specifically, to provide the same type of representation in this case. On the Public 

Counsel's staff are 5 attorneys with extensive utility regulation experience. More importantly, 

on staff are two CPA's with many years experience on both OPC and PSC staffs. Both have 

extensive experience and knowledge of Sandalhaven and its affiliates in the Utilities, Inc. 

system. Each has been accepted as an expert witness in utility regulatory accounting before the 

PSC. 

ln addition to the aforementioned, the OPC has contacted counsel for Sandalhaven and 

the County and is authorized to state that neither opposes the OPC's intervention in this case. If 

intervention is granted, service of motions, pleadings and discovery should be made as follows: 

Charles J. Rehwinkel, Esquire 
Erik Sayler, Esquire 
Office of Public Counsel 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street 
Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 
(850) 488-9330 
rehwinkel.charles@leg.state.fl.us 
sayler.erik@leg. state. fl. us 

WHEREFORE, for the above stated reasons, the OPC requests that the Hearing Officer 
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enter an order granting party status to the Office of Public Counsel. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Deputy Public Counsel 
Office of Public Counsel 
c/o The Florida Legislature 
111 West Madison Street, Room 812 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1400 
(850) 488-9330 

Attorney for the Citizens 
of the State of Florida 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Citizens' Unopposed 

Petition to Intervene has been furnished by U.S. Mail and electronic mail to the following parties 

on this 2nd day of March, 2012. 

Martin S. Friedman, Esquire 
Sundstrom, Friedman & Fumero LLP 
766 N. Sun Drive, Suite 4030 
Lake Mary, Florida 32746 

Martha Young Burton, Esquire 
Charlotte County Attorney's Office 
18500 Murdock Circle 
Port Charlotte, FL 33948-1094 

Charles . winkel 
Deputy Public Counsel 
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